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SERMONS 


Declarations 
O F 


Mr. STEPHEN CRISP, 


Lare of 


Colcheſter in Eſſex, Deceaſed. 
Exactly taken in CharaQers or Short- 


hand, as they were Deliver'd by him in the | 


Publick Meeting- Houſes of the People cal- 


"Quakers, 


In Gracecharch- ftreet, and Devonſhire | 


houſe, Lindon, 
And now faithfully Tranſcribed and Pu- 


bliſhed. Together with his Prayer af- 


rer every Sermon. 


| —_ RO— 


kl : Printed for Tho. Northcott , in 
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Hough the Writer of theſe Sermons doth out 
of Moceſty decline to Print his Namc, yet 
te is very willing to give all realonable Satiſe 
faction to any ſober Inquirer, that he has not 
in the leaſt altered or impoſed upon the Author's 
Senle, either in the Taking, or Tranſeribing of 
them:: And he does further aſſure the Reader, 
That he neither is, cor ever was, one of thoſe 
People called Qxukers, but always of another Per- 
ſualton 5 yet wiliing. according to the Apo» 
file's Rule, RN, ab things , he has ſometimes 
-been preſent at their Meetings; and” having the 
Art of Snort-Writing, he has taken many of 
their Sermons and Prayers from the Mouths of 
divers of their Preachers; and, among others,thoſe 
-of Mr. Stephen Criſp , deceaſed, which upon Re- 
view, appeared to him, as well as to ſeveral emi- 
nent Perſons of another Way, to contain ſo ma- 
ny Goſpel Truths, delivered with ſuch Plainneſs, 
'Zeal and Demonſtration , and gen-rally agree- 
able to the known Dofrins of Chriſtianity, 
that it is hoped the Publiſhing of them may be ' 
uſeful to the World: And that the Deſign and 
Intent of them may be the more readily compre» 
hended, there is a Title given to cvery Sermon, 
agreeable to the SubjeR. Matter chicfly treated of 
therein. If any dcfire to be further ſatisfied, by 
ſpeaking with the Writer, they way be gratified. 
herein, by applying themſelves to the Bookſeller, 


N. C. 


SERMON I. 


The Great Mediator of the 
Everlaſting Covenant, 


| - Preachea at Grace-Church-Street, 
= April 25» 1688, 


My Friends, 
O W ſhould we all admire the 
Workings of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
You may know from your own 
Experience, Thar all the Opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit from the - 
Beginning, have been in order to the Clean- © 
| ſing, and Purifying, and Preparing you for 
; the Kingdom of God. This Experience ig 
given to a little Remnant, ro know thar the 
Manner of his Working, that the End, Aim 
and Defign of all the Operarions of his Power, 
is for our good, and in order to our Ereraal 
Happineſs. 
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Now, this is a great Ingagement upon the» » 
Minds of the People of God, diligently ro wait | 
upon him, that they may be opened more and ' 
more into the Myitery of Life and Salvation, / 
that hath been hid from Ages and Generations, 
and is now revealed by his Spirir. | 

And they that are thus exerciſed with the 1 
meaſure of Grace given unto them , they do 
grow and increaſe in Holineſs and Righreouſ- | 
veſs, by the working thereof; and they increaſe _ 
in Knowledge in the great things of the Law, 
and the Myfteries of the Kingdom of Grace : 


By the »o which Gcd harh opened, they 


# 


diſcern, rhagghe working of his Power in all | 
Ages, has for the extirpating, rooting | 
our and defiroying of that Roor of Iniquity, + | , 
that hath broughr forth ſuch a Crop of Sin 
and Wickedne's, which was nor of his Plant- PF 
ire, nor of his Creating. | | 
y For from the, þcginning of the Creation of '! 
God, unto this Day, God hath had a ſingular \ 
Love and Favour ro the Sonsgnd Daughrers { 
of Men, as being (as I may ſay) the Maſter. *. 
piece, or greateſt Piece of the Creation, moſt 
nearly Related ro himſelf, CreateÞin his own | 
Image, in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ; and in { 
thar they now are not ſo, bur marred, and 
fpoiled from bearing the Heavenly Image, is | 
not the Lord's doing, but hath been wroughr 
by the Enemy both to God and Man ; yetthe |} 
Lord continuing his Love unto the Work of 
his Hands, hath from Age to Age, revealed 


and 


the Everlaſting Covenant. 3 
:nd made known his Power, for the reſtoring: 
and bringing back again Loit Man, Fallen 
Man, Sinful Man, ro be Reconciled unto him, 
thar he may, as was intended, enjoy and poſ= 
ſeſs the Love and Favour of his Maker ; bur 
there was no poſſibility found for his Recon- 
ciliation with the Holy God, bur by making 
him Holy : For as the making h'm Unholy, 
ſeparared him from his Maker ; fo the ma- 
king of him Holy again, would Unite him a- 
gain unto his Maker : So-thar there mult be a 
way and means for the reducing of him to his 
Primitive Stare, before he could enjoy and ob- 
rain his Primitive Enjoyments ; thart is, the 
Love and Favour of God : And there hath 
been a General Univerſal Senſe upon the Sons 
and Daughrers of Men of this Alienation, ard 
Eſtrangedneſs from God.; and they have 
put themſelves upon divers ways and methods 
to obrain Reconciliation, and to try if they 
could reſtore rhemſe!ves ; and they have found 
out Ways, and.tried and proved the Inventions. 


and Imaginations of their own Minds, in their 


Fallen Wiſdom, what they might do to pleaſe 
God, and be reconciled to: him. 

We are Sinners, and we will Sacrifice, we 
will bring a Sacrifice for our.Sins ; and when 
Men have brought a Sacrifice, it hath not been 
accepted, becauſe there hath not been a Me» 
diator known , that might mediate for them 


with the Lord ; ſo that all the Sacrifices they- © * 
© have offered,, have. never been accepted with. 


4 " The Great Mediator of 
him, in order to an Atronement and Reconci- 
liation: Now only thoſe that have relation to 
the Mediator by Faith in him, doth he intcr- 
cede for, that he might preſent them again to 
God; and this hath been the difference berween 
Sacrificer and Sacrifice, from the days of Cain 
and Abel, unto this day. Some have had rela- 
rion to the Mediator in all their Services and 
Sacrifices, and ſome have had relation only to 
the thing cffered, ard the ſervice performed ; 
bar thcy have norin all Ages ſped al.ke: Thy 
whole Service and Worſhip was performed to 
God,with a relation ro the Mediator, they have 
found acceptance; ard they whoſe Worſhip and 
Service was performed only with a relation to 
-* the thing offered or done , that was but their 

own Act, thav was bit their Wili-Worſhip, 
and that was always rurned back again upon 
them , For there is no Name given under Hea= 
ven , .by which any can be ſaved, but enly the 
Name of Feſus Chrift , that is the Mediator 
of the New Covenant, for the O!d one was 
broken : And: when Aaron was ſer up to be an 
High-Prieſt to God, he was appointed to of- 
fer Sacrifices for the fins of the People, and 
he thar committed a fin , was appointed by 
the Law to bring an He-Goar of the Flock 
unto the Door of the Tabernacle, ard to de- 
liver ir to the Prieſt, and he was to make an 
Offering for the fin commi.rred aficr ſuch and 


ach -a manner, and it was to be an Arttone- * 


ment with God for him :*' So here was ſecm- 


ingly 
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the Everlaſting Covenant. 
j- | inglya Reconciliation by a Sactjfice ; and ſome 


o j ſaw no farther than the bringing of a Goar,and 
- 4} a Ram, and the performance of the Prieſt's 
o | Office, and they counted all was well : And 
n | orhkers ſaw farther, long before the Apoſtle 
n { ſpake or wrote it, It was not the Blood of 
"M Bulls or Goats , nor the Blood of a Ram , that 


could purge away Sin from their Conſciences. 
And after rhe Apoſtle had opened the My- 
ſtery of Divinity, who had a Divine and Spi- 
ritual Skill, in unfolding the Reloration of 
Mankind, he declared plainly, That when the. 
Off-ring was made by Aaron for Sinners, even | 
thn there remained ſtill a Conſcience of Sin ; 
for it was not p'ſſible that the Blood of Bulls 
and Geats , Acta take away Sin : So that 
their outward Performances, and their ourt- 
ward Services , they did but point our the. 
Mediator, they had a pointing Finger as it 
were to the real, true and everlaſting Media- 
ror, Chriſt Jeſus, who is made a Mediator be- 
is | rwixt God and Man, that by and through” 
n | him, Man might be again reconciled to God. 
"I So that now in theſe Goſpe-days, wheres: - 
d in, God is opening the Myſteries of Life and 
y | Salvation, to the intent and purpoſe, that the 
k | Sons and Daughters: of Men might be reſtg- 
e- | red again into their Primitive Enjoyment of +, 
_ the Favour of God, now in theſe days, ir is 
d + ? the Duty of all Chriſtians, and of all that are: 
>. ſeeking the welfare of their Immartal Souls, _ 
| -.to-have their Eyes and tote Hearts-unto J- | 
* * - 
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6 The Great Mcaiatir of 
ſus, as unto one thar is able to reconcile them 
"unto God; to him it is cormitred, to him 
Wiſdom and Power is commirred, and to | 
him Authority is commitred , that he ſhould 
be an Everlaſting High-Prieit, and. thar all 
the Services, and all the Worſhip and Reli- 
gious Performances that People offer up ro 
God, ſhould be in his Name, rar ſo by him 
they might be Recommended ro God : For |} 
none will ever find Acceptance with the Father, 
unleſs in all their Performances they have an 
Eye unto him. | | 
So thar it comes plainly to paſs, according 

to that ſhorr and confident Afertion of the 
Author to the Hebrews, That without Faith, it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God : Bur it is poſſible . i} 
ro offer Sactifices without Faith, and poffi- | 
ble for People to perform Religious Servi- 
ces without Faith, as woful Experience hath 
taughr us in our days, that many have been 
exerciſed in a kind of Religious Service, thar 
never in their Lives had Faith enough to be- 
lieve the rhings that they Pray for, and they 
are without Faith. For when People Pray 
ro God to ſend his Holy Spirit inro their 
Hearts , that they may keep his Command- 
: ments to their Lives end, they have not Faith 
to believe it: And when they Pray, Thy Wl 
*, be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven : this is 
a Religious Performance, but I queſtion whe- 
ther it be done in Faith, if nor, it is but an in- 
Sealing in fin, and an addition to fin, Y——_ 
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the- Per liſting Covenant. 7 
tlie Man thar is exerciſed in praying to God, : 

. thar believeth that ever ſuch a thing is like ro 
' come to paſs? Go where you will in this or the: 
other Nartion;and inquire of People abour their 
Faith ; they believe there is no pofſibiliry of: 
cxtirpating and rooting our of fin, while they ? 
live upon the Earth, therefore all their Prayers . } 
for it are vain, and their Faith a' vain Faith :* ; 
And it is high time in ſuch a day as this, when . 
Men are Faithleſs and Unbel eving, to preach 
up the Object of Faith, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
| People are of divers Faiths,and of divers Beliefs, 
bur we have- found by Experience, that they- 
do them no good, they do nor bring a thing- | 
\, to paſs, that of necefliry muſt be brgught ro 
"A paſs c'er they can be reconciled tro God; their- 
Faith doth nor cleanſe the Heart, nor extend 
ſo far as ro believe thar e'er they ſhall be 
cleanſed ; in all the Worſhip and Religion: 
that they perform, they come not ro-this Faith, 
4 thar they ſhall be madeclean: All thar is done- : 
| is but in Sin and Uncleanneſs, they can- 
| not bring a clean Sacrifice our of an unclean- 
| Veſſel : And cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaith con- 
| ccrning this Subject, An evil Tree cannot bring * 
| forth good Fruit , but there muſt be wo 
+» Fruir brought forth : How muſt we do it 
Make the Tree good, and the Fruit will be good. + 
When Mens vain Janglings abour Religions 
and Religious Fancies come to an end , then. 
all this Religion will appear ,to be in vaitf, ; 
and will not anſwer the end for which it';” 
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The Great Meatator of 
performed, till Men believe thar it will make 
* the Tree good and clcanſe the Hearr , and 
transform Men by renewing the Spirir of their 
* Minds. _ So that Religion muſt begin within, 
and it 1s not our changing of Forms of Wor- 
ſhip from one Form to another, and taking 
| up this and the other Opinion, that doth 
| change our Hearts : Sad Experience coth teach 
us, thar Men may carry over their Old Luſts in- 
- Toa New Religion ; we can carry over our Old 
Inclinations into our New Op:nions : For 
r10ugh the Form of Worſhip be changed, the 
Heart remaining unchanged , and the Lufts 
unmortified, their Religion is in vain, let them 
be of whzr Perſwafion they will. 

Now the Remedy of this great Calamity,thar 
hath overſpread all ſorrs of Pcople ; for there 
is no ſort of People, bur thcr2 are thoſe among 
them thar are under this great Calamity , of 
- holding the Profeſſion of Godlineſs with an 

Ungodly Mind , and the Profeſſion of Truth 
with a Falſe and Treacherous Sp:rir. 

Now for the remedying of this there 1s bur 
one Way, that all Mens Eyes be brought off 

from having their Eye unto their Performan- 
ces, and to the Doctrines and Tenents thar 
they hold, and do, as the Apoſtle faith, Fix 
their Eye upcn Chrift, and look upon Feſus, that 
1s the firſt rhing that muſt begin our Religion ; 
_ for Chriſt muſt be the 4/pha of our Religion, 

as well as the Omega of it. If I begin. not there, 
let me begin where I will, I begin =_ : 
cT 
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' by Chriſt Jeſus, that hath the qualiry of clean» +» 


" the everlaſting Covenant, ; 
Ler me begin ar the moſt ſerious and ſound 
Dodrins and at the molt Apoſtolical Religi-. 
cn, if Chrit and his Apoſtles were here upon 
the Earth, if 1 walked among them, if I be- + 
lieved all rhey ſaid and did, I ſhould begirtt- * 
wrong, if I did not fix mine eye upon Jeſus 
Chriſt, rhar is the taker away of fin, and is the * 
ſanctifier of rhe Soul by his Spirit: There 
maſt be the begnning ; and there muſt Ee the 
concluſicn, he is the Author, and the finiſher 
of all rrue Faith : There are Authors of other 
Faiths, Men have their different Faiths, and - 
Creeds and Articles, and they have expoſed - 
and impoſed them roo ; bur this is the worſt * 
of ir, none of them are right, ler them be ex- 
poſed and impoſed with never ſo much force 
and violence, none of theſe will cleanſe rhe 
hearr ; bur thar Faith which is delivered over 


* 


ſing and purifying, that is the Faith when all - 
is done that will do the work, that is it thats 
will ſave and ſandtifie, and do the buſineſs. 
that all the World is abour ; every one would - 
have a Reconciler with God, and Sin rooted 
our, and be as God would have them be ; rhis* 
is the publick profeſſion of Chriſtendom,” at 
leaſt they would find out ſomething by whichy 
ir might be done : Others are willing enough: 
tocontinue in Sin and Drunkenneſs, Whoredom,, 
Lying and Hypocrifie, theſe are a ſort of Foolsy 
that make 4 mock of Sin, and that ſwim in tþ 
ſtream of pleaſure, and what care they fo long: 
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| 10 Xs The Great Mediator of 
as they make a profeflion of Chriſtianity ? 


| ling under their cortuprions, that would mor- 
tifie Sin, and ſerve God in Holine's and Righ- 
* tcouſnels : and do Gods wil! on Earth as it is 
» done in Heaven, and do it not in form, bur 
would have power to do it, and they have 
+ tried ſeveral ways to do ir, and ir is nor done; 


are upon their Heads, and it is not done : Now 
* God hath given Chriſt ro make Reconciliation ; 
- now how can we, that have'the Love of God 
- extended to us, but extend our Good-will ro 
» our Friends, and ſignifie. to rhem, that all the 
- travel and pains they are ar, and all the Pray- 
- ers they make, that all will do nothing till they 
have their Faith fixt upon Jeſus, that is able 
* to ſave and deliver them, and ſave to the utter- 
3 moſt all that come to God by him. 

 _ Bur here ſome will object and fay, Ir is 
> true what you ſay, bur is ir needful ro preach 
= ſuch Doctrins to us? for we all believe in 
> Chriſt, that is the only Mediator and Saviour ; 
© We know that Chriſt Jeſus is.the only Medi- 
* ator, and that unleſs he Commends us to God, 
- we cannot be Accepted of him. This is our 
Z General Dodtrin, therefore what need it be 
- urged and preſſed upon us, that are come into 
- the Faith already ? 

+  Ler me ſearch into the matter, ir 1s of greater 
*concernment than to Tearch into a Bargain of 
Worldly things : Men would fain have others 


open 


But I am ſpeaking of a People that are ſtrug-- 


- and many have been at this work till Gray Hairs. 
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_ Faith; I would ask them this Queſtion, Whe- 


' into Heaven, and is ſer at the right hand of 


\ Other is, I believe becauſe by rhis Spirir he: 


be deceived by themſelves, and deceived by o- 


the everlaſting Covenant. tx 1 
open and diſcover to them wherein they may i 
be Cheared, ro prevent their being Impoſed on 7 


in a worldly bargain. I hope then they will 
hearken to know how, and wherein they may 


thers in martersof Erernal concernment : There 


- are no Proteſtants, bur they reje&t any Medi- -*; 


a:or bur Jeſus Chriſt, 'and believe that no Me- 
diator can Reconcile them to God, but Chriſt 
alone, and they ſay he is the Object of their 


ther they believe in Chriſt ar a diſtance, or as 
preſent, really preſent with them ? If their 
Faith be Hiſtorical and ar a Diftance, that they 
believe in Chriſt, as one born of the Virgin 
Mary, and was Crucified and Dead before they 
were born, and Aroſe again, . and Aſcended 


Gcd, if the reaſon of my belief be, thar I have © 
heard of this Relation of Chriſt, or whether © 
the reaſon be, becauſe by his Spirir, he hath -2 
viſited me in this Age,. the one is, I believe * 
becauſe good men have told me fo ; bur the : 


hath promiſed to ſend to lead me into all rrath, + 
he hath vifired me. Now ler me examin” 
whether I am-awafe of ſuch a Spiritual viſita», 
tion, by this quickning Spirir, which-is the” 
Lord from Heaven, and nor only the Lofd in - 
Heaven : Whether I am aware of ſuch a quick -; 
ning Powerand Vertue, which I have received * 
upon my Spirit, that he is nor only ar the righe 
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"12 _ The Great Meataror sf 
hand of God on high in Heaven, but that now 
> heis come to knock at the door of my heart, 
and hath raiſed in me a Life, as oppoſite ro 
fin as his was, Ler me conlider if I be aware 
of a ſecret touch of his quickning vertue upon 
my Soul, whereby he hath begorren me into a 
Life oppoſite ro fin, ſo that if fin remains, it rc- 
mains as a Burthen, and Opprefſion upon me, 
fo that I am a ſufferer, foraſmuch as I am quick- 
ned, and made ſenſible of a better lite, of a 
godly Life, I would fain be art it, and live 
In it, bur Iniquiry, Lu't, and Corruption, lie 
in the way : He that hath quickned me ſo far, 
' as to bring me to a ſenſe of the Burthen of fin, 
. my Faith tells me, he will take the Burthen 
off, elle my Faith will do me no good, if 
Corruption ſtill prevail upon me ; if my Fai:h 
tells me this, it will rell the wickedeſt Man in 
| the World ; as much bur if my Faith rells me 
” I am a finner and,my fin conſiſts of this and 
+ the other evil thing I do, and am inclined to 
> do, it tells me again that he that hath quick- 
ned me, and brought me to a ſenſe of fn, he 
» Can take the Burthen off from me. 
>  Herenowisatrue Faith, that begins in Con- 
+ viction, and ends in true Converſion; this is 
the word of Faith, which was dclivercd tothe 


* had to Preach, was that which was nigh in 
> their mouth, tharrhey might hear it, and do ir: 
; I have ſometking nigh that reproves me for a 


© Saints, and which we are to Preach : They 
* faid'of Old that rhe word of Faith, which they +- 
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the everlaſting Covenant.  « 17 * 
if I be Obedient to ir then Faith giveth me 
victory over that which is ſinful, for which the - 
Word reproveth me ; and as I fee Faith gives _ 
me victory over any Corruption, which I have * 
been ftrugling under, I amv incouraged to fix 
my Faith upon him that hath: thus quickned 
me; So that this is the difference between 
Faith in Chriſt at a diſtance, and Faith that 
quickncth me by Gods Spirir, that Spirit which 
hath been ſo much lighted in our days, by the 
higheſt Notioniſts in our Age ; they ſuppoled it ; 
to be a meer Fiction; ſome have mocked and © 
derided, and others have been diſcouraged to . 
ſpeak of the Spirir, of Chriſt, and his operati- 

ons upon the Soul ; ſome have declared ir both 
in the Preſs and Pulpit, that they have had no 
expericnce of the touches of Gods _ upon 
their Souls. Bur our experience hath brought .. 
us to another degree of knowledge ; We know, } 
and you may know if you pleaſe, and thar be- - 
fore you fleep that there is a way opened, 
God hath made a way for his Spirit to reach *. 
the Spirits of Men, to fignifie immediately ro 
their Spirits without means, hefein thou doſt } 
wrong, and herein thou mayeſt have life, and 
ſcek afrer it. Now the Spirit thar thus work» 
eth, is the Spirit of Chriſt, the Spirit thar | 
ceeds from the Farher and the Son,-thar Voice® 
in Men that tells them they might bekeve and * 
be ſaved: When he comes, ſaith Chrift, He - 
will lead you into all truth: How ſhall rhe : 
World know this is he ? He ſball convince them-"; 


of * 


14 © The Great Mediator of 
of ſm; If there be any convincement that a- 
| riſeth in Man of this arid the other fin, ir muſt 
., be fromthe way the holy Spirit hath upon their 
- Spirits; he hath a way to ſpeak to Men, and 
every one that is a Lover of his own Soul, 1s 
bound to hearken to that voice. 

In the latter days, ſaith the Lord, when I ſhall 
raiſe a Prophet in the midſt of you, whoſoever 
will not hear that Prophet ſhall be cut off : All 
Comentarors agree on this Text, that thar Pro- 
& pher was no other than Chriſt Jeſus; ir was not 
 Fobn Baptiſt, nor Paul, nor. Peter, but Chrilt 
. thar was promiſed to be raiſed ; there was ſuch 
an abſolure. Command went along with thar 
'Prophecy, that all ſhou'd hear him, and ir had 
a threatning at the end of ir, That all that will 
| mot bear him fhall be cut off : Are they nor 
y ongers, and Drunkards, and Lyars, 
phat will nor hear this Propher > They will 
© nothear him, becauſerhey love their Sins: Whar * 
| becomes of rhem? They are cur off from the 
- enjoyment of the Love and Favour of God, 
and when they draw nigh to God in Prayer, 
and other Religious exerciſes, ir 1s with them, 
> as It was with Cain, Sin lies at the Door, 
+ When they come into a Storm art Sea, or are 

ted with Sickneſs, and Death looks them 
F1n the face, they would have Peace, bur there 
Is Diſtrels, and Trouble in the room of it, 
 Whar is the matrer > Waſt thou not baptized 
- into the Chriſtian Faith ? Did nor rhe Miniſter 
> tell thee, That thou art a Child of God and an. 
Y Inheritor- 
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ration while we have health and ſtrengh, © 
and while ſome Sand, (as I may fo f| # 


- Whar is the Object of it > Have I dependen-? 
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the everlaſting Covenant. © 15 - 
Inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven ? Alas! my 
fin lyes'at my door; O that I had time to : 
live a better Life! Whar ails thy Life, Man? * 
My Life hath been a life of Deceir, Luſt, and. 2 
Vaniry, Corruption and Hypocrifie ; Did nor 7 
thy Teacher reach thee, thar a Believer hath” 
no guilt upon him, bur thar all his Sins are 2 
ardoned from the day he became a believer ® * 
his Do&rin will not hold in a Storm, tho” % 
ir will do in fair Weather; when Men are : 
ſwimming in their Pleaſures, ir will ſerve 7? 
them, bur. when they come to deal with 
their Maker, no Faith will ſerve them, _bur 
that which purifies the Heart, and that which 7? 
makes a change from the Earthly Image to the : 
Heaven!y, | | i-4 
It were better for you and I, and every.” 
one of us,. to take theſe things into | 


is in our Glaſſes, ro confider what is my Faith 


cy upon my Duties, and Alms, and good 
Deeds? They will fail me, Bur if my de» 
pendency be upon Chriſt as a Saviour, and a 
Sandifyer, and my Sandtificarion is carried on” 
gradually, He that hath begun a good work in. 
me will perfef it : And if the reaſon of my"? 
going to Meetings, and going into my Cloſer, : 
and bowing my ſelf before the Lord, is to. 
keep cloſe ro him that carries on the Work. 
of Sanification, He will Work all my works. 


» 


= 16 ve Great Mediator of 
 #n me and for me; I cannot expedt to live in 
= the World, but I ſhall meer with rempzations ; 
- the Devil will Temprt me, but my Saviour will 
be nigh me, as nigh ro me as the Devil can be, 
if I Keep cloſe ro him he will keep cloſe 
ro me, My Father, faith Chriſt, :s greater than 
TI, and none is able to pluck you-out of your Fa- 
& ehers hands. 1 muſt expe to be tempted, 
For the Adverſary the Devil goes about like a 
% Roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he may devour, 
-- Alas! faith one, though I have made ſome p:0- 
b: grels in the work of Sanctification, yer for all 
& that, he may one day betray me: Am I 
” grown ſtrong enough to reſiſt his Temprta- 

> tions? And wiſe enough to foreſee all his 

| Gins and Traps, which he lays to inſnare me? | 
| But I know who can fee them, and defear 1 | 
them; I have my Faith fixed upon one thar 

- cati bind the ftrong Man, and caft him our ; 

* the Life that I now live, is not in my own 

| Parts, and by my own Underſtanding and | 
* Senſe: But the Life that I now live, in the 
| Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God : | 
- This is thar Faith that gives me victory ; the 
* Apoſtle had a battle for ir, I have fought the 
” good fight, and henceforth is laid up for me a 
| Crown of Righteouſneſs, and not for me only, but 
| For all them that love the appearing of our Lord 
” Feſus Chriſt, and that come to have familia- 
- rity with Chriſt, with his Spirit and Truth in 
© their Hearts, with his Grace and Word ; 


| though tkeſ2 are ſeveral Expreſſions, they all 
igni- 
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\not the Temprer in his*own power, but he * 


"Chriſt's Name, and armed with his Power, 3 


the everlaſting Covenant. _ 195 
fgnifie one Immortal ſeed of Life, by®which * 
Men are united to God ; it is a Leaven there-: 


to Leaven them into the Divine Nature. 4 
Whenever ſuch a one is Tempred, he reſiſts 2 


waits to feel the ariſfings of that Life. and © 
Power and Virtue that was in Chriſt Jeſus, 7 
and is in him ſtill; he waits for that Power, ' 
that in the name of Chriſt we may ſay, Get + 
thee b:hind me Satan : Being fortified by ® 


what is it that a Chriſtian cannot do ? - What # 
Valiant, Noble and wonderful things have * 
thcy done, that have been- ſhielded with this* 
Faith ? See the Eleventh Chapter of the Epi-. 
ſtle ro the Hebrews: All the Repititions of * 
thar Chapter, from one end to the other, in 
all of cthem)rhe Apoſtle aſcribes all the Vali- : 
antneſs and Couragiouſneſs of thoſe. noble 
Acts, to the Power of Faith ; they looked to: 
Jeſus, before ever the Virgin Mary brought 
him forth of her Body. +: The Prophers did © 
earneſtly ſeek ro know thoſe things, which : 
the Spirit of Chriſt that was in them did fig? 
nifie, that there was to be a Prophet be-* 
fore ever the Virgin Mary was Born : So that: 
Chriſt was always the Obje&t of a true Be« 
_—_ tho' under the Law they had” 
an High Prieſt, and he was placed at the AI- 
rar and they had Offerings burnt upon ir 

yer they had an Eye unto Chriſt, 

an undervaluing of all that their Sacri 
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could d> for them. IF thou wouldſt have had 
burnt ings, faith David, I would have gi- 
Lover them, I would not have with-held them from 
| thine Altar ; thou ſhouldeſt have had encugh of 
them. He was bold ro ſay, in reſpe& of Ac- 
= ceprance and Reconcihation, Burnt Offerings 
and. Sacrifices thou wouldeſt not; a Body ha#t 
thou prepared me, for it is written in the Vo- 
* lume of the Book, I come to do thy Will O God - 
{ He had an Eye unto Jeſus that was to come, 
upon whom help was laid : There was a Re- 
* deemer, that ſhould come from Sion, and a 
Law-giver trom Feruſalem, They had an 
Eye beyond Sacrifices, unto Chriſt: In all 
® Ages, the People of God, they have had the 
' Anſwer of their Souls, which is Reconcilia- 
£ tion, and the Favour of Gcd ; they that had 
» this Anſwer, never had ir but by Chriſt: No 
Man can be” accepted with God, can never 
> have the defire of his Soul anſwered in Peace 
Pand Reconciliation with God, trill his Faith 
© be pliced on Chriſt Jeſus: Neither can any 
Man have faith in Chrift at a diſtance, and 
thereby be Reconciled unto God, bur muſt 
E know his Spirir: I muſt have an experimen- 
ral knowledge of his Power and Wiſdom, 
*and this I cannot have without his Spirit : 
#Lert me believe never ſo Orthodoxly, except 
I have the Spirit of Chriſt, ir will do me no 
good, it will be no Advantage to me. 


& well-wiſher to the .Souls of all Men: As 
"I! God 


- 
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This is the Word, that was in my Heart as 
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- he hath found out a way for my Redemprion : 


God-hath done good ro-my Soul, fo: | 
bur wiſh well to the Souls of others that as 


and Salvation, ſo likewiſe I wiſh the ſame 
for orhers that are Bond-men and Bond-wo-. 
men, and under the Power of their Corrup- ' 
tion : God's work hath been to deſt | 
Bondage and the Opprefſion, and to $ 
the Tyrant that Reigns over the Souls of Peo» : 
ple, God having made them for his Glory 
and the Devil has ftollen them away, that” 
they do not that. which pleaſeth God:, "on | 
God's good pleaſure is, that all may be Ser 4 
and come to the knowledge of the Truth : 
God fo loved the World, that he gave his - 
Begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him" 
ſhould not Periſh, but have everlaſting Life + 
And he is called, The Lamb of God which. 
tahes away the Sins of the World. He can' 
take away fin ; if my fin do not obſtrat my 
Faith and Confidence in him, he will rake i 
away, and if he takes that away, then he? 
makes the Tree good. Nothing ——— | 
from the enjoyment of God, bur fin, _ 
Chriſt will take it away by the Blood of | 
Croſs, no marrer, for all the Scorn, Conter pr, 
Hardſhip, Reproach and Perſecution” of 
World, no matter, for he hath not decei 
us, bur. told us before-hand,- if we wlll 
followers of him, and be led 'by him, we 1 


expect theſe things, ſuffering rs | 
ſecurions, Diſdain, Envy. Theſe thingscom 


No PT be Great Mediator of 
- not uncertainly upon us ; the Worid loves its 
own, ant cannor love them rhar are nor of it; 
bur they that are not of the World, may be 
gen tothe terms of God and they may 
. not any longer of the World, Chritt 
Prayeth nor that his Diſciples may be raken 
bur gf the World, bur kept from the Evil; 
-he prepared for them that did not believe: So 
that Chriſt is a Mediator for all Men, and a 
FPropiriation for all Men, -and he is working 
> by his Spirit for the Redemption of all Men, 
That to as many as believe in him, to them he 
g7ves power to become the Sons of God. 
® The ſum of all is this, That we have an 
zOpportunity put into our hands, we cannot 
-geny it ; you muit all upon ſearch, confeſs, 
*hat the Grace of God doth often work in 
your Hearts againſt any Corruption, againſt 
ny" Evil : Let not this Pricg,be put into your 
Hands in vain, as into_the Hands of Fools: If 
& knew that this and that was a Sin, I would 
Yeave ir, ler us be of that mind, and we ſhall 
foon know ir: and then ſay, If I knew ſuch 
a thing to be a Sin, if I could ger a thouſand 
EPounds by it, I would ner do it : Why ſhould'ſt 
-thon love fin for Profit or Pleaſure? IT am 
Fare ir is an ill Bargain when ir is done: 
EWharſoever I am convinced of is a Sin, I 
4 will not do it. | 
= Reſolve upon this, and then the Grace of” 
"God will be at work, we fhall ſoon ſee that * 
we muſt. leave off finning: There is ſuch a 
Ov © thing 
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- thing I "owt leave, God hath, ſer up a fudg- 
” mentin my Mind againft it..; though ir bring 
rrofit an] Pleaſure, away-t muſt go., Here 
is a ſtep, .a following ftep, ro follow Chr.ſt. 
He that will deny hunfelt, will follow -Chr.ſt: 
"My Redeemer ſhews me this tobe an Evil, 
-.-will nor do it, but follow. him, and unita 
him. Here the Saul is led ſtep;by ſtep, even 
* by Chrift, the Caprain of our Salyarion, 
4 rUull iris gradually cleanſed from fin and, re- 
'! conciled unto God ; and'rhis'can be done by 
- - no other means, for Prayer and Alms will nor 
do it , all "thar can be done" by us wilt ger 
» do it ; none can-qo.it bur, Chriſt alone, that. _ - 
God harh laid help. ypon, 'thar-you may..all 
wait for the Divine Qperation of his Grace-1 
your Hearts ; that-is4r which we Labou 
Travil for,as knowing that God hath wig 
wonderfully 'by it forthe Redemption of all... > 
rhoſe-rthat love-him more tfien-they tove their - = 
Pleaſures, more. then- they love ther" fins; ;-it.- Sd: | 
muſt be conchued, that following of him, and * 
leaving Father and Mother, -_Husband and” + ; 
Wife, Children, Brethern'and Siſters; all theſe 
things as they ttand-in | competition-wirth him 
and rhe Obedidence of his $pirir,alltheſemnſt 
be looked upon as ;nothing'ro hin+t. Fheh as 
" bove all things 1 nuiſt nor diſpleaſehant; He” 
can ſpeak: Peace, 'and- none car thike lan loanay's © 
and if hei take 11 away, none can” 3.v21arhbiowe 
tollow Chriſt, whea this 1s done, thenwattits 
done according-ro:the Will of Ged ; then'the + ® 
tis B b!Eitge 
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O "The Great Mediator of 
- not uncertainly upon us ; the Worid loves its 
own, and cannor love them rhar are not of it; 
bur they that are not of the World, may be 
broughc to the terms of God and they may 
not be any longer of the World, Chriit 
Praycth not that his Diſciples may be raken 
out of the World, bur kept from the Evil; 
he prepared for them that did not believe: So 
that Chriſt is a Mediator for all Men, and a 
* Propiriation for all Men, and he is working 
* by his Spirir for the Redemption of all Men, 
* That to as many as believe in him, to them he 
+ gives power to become the Sons of God. 
= The ſum of all is this, That we have an 
Opportunity pur into our hands, we cannor 
deny it; you muit all upon ſearch, confeſs, 
that the Grace of God doth often work in 
- your Hearts againſt any Corruption, againſt 
- any Evil : Let nor this Price be put into your 
> Hands in vain, as into the Hands of Fools: If 
I knew that this and that was a Sin, I would 
* Jeave ir, ler us be of that mind, and we ſhall 
; ſoon know, it: and then fay, If I knew ſuch 
- a thing tro be a Sin, if I could ger a thouſand 
* Pounds by it, I would ner do it : Why ſhonld'ſt 
-thon love fin for Profit or Pleaſure? I am 
| ſure ir is an ill Bargain when ir is done: 
* Wharſoever I am convinced of is a Sin, I 
- will not doit. 
| Reſolve upon this, and then the Grace of 
God will be at work, we ſhall ſoon ſee thar 
we muſt leave off finning: There is ſuch a 


thing 
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thing 1 muſt leave, God hath fer up a Judg- 
ment in ny Mind againft it.; though it bring 
rrofit an1 Pleaſure, away it muſt go, Here 
is a ſtep, a following ftep, ro follow Chr.ſt. 
He that will deny aunſeit, wil follow Chr.it: 
My Redeemer ſhews me this ro be an Evil, 4 
will nor do it, bur follow him, and imitarE 
him. Here the Soul is led ſtep by ſtep, even 
by Chriſt, the Caprain of our Salvation, 
till iris gradually cleanſed from fin and, rc- 
conciled unto God ; and'this can be done by 
no other means, for Prayer and Alms will nor 
do it, all thar can be done by us wilt nor 
do it ; none can do it bur. Chriſt alone, thar 
God harh laid help upon, that you may all 
wait for the Divine Qperation of his Grace in 
your Hearts ; that is it which we Labourand 
Travil for,as knowing that God hath wrought 
wonderfuily by it for-the Redemption of al 
thoſe that love him more tlien they love their 
Pleaſures, more then they love ther fins ; it 
muſt be conclued, thar following of him, and 
leaving Father and Mother, Husband and 
Write, Children, Brethern and Siſters, all theic 
things as they ttand in competition with him; 
and rhe Obedidence of his Spirir,all rheſe muſt 
be looked upon as nothing ro hin : Then a- 
bove all things I muſt nor di{pleaſe hin; #e 
can ſpeak Peace, and none car take 'it away x 
and if he take 1t away, none can 9.v2 3; Je 
tollow Chritt, when this is dence, ther all 1% 
done according tothe Will of Ged ; then the - 
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22 Hy Prayer after Sermon. 


blefling deſcends pon the whole Creation ; 


"then every Man will ſpeak truth to his Neigh- 


bour, and every Man will govern his Family 


with diſcretion ; ſo God is Glorified, and his 
name comes to be Exalted, who is worthy to 


be Loved, Adored, and Exalted above all Bleſ- # 
fings and Praiſes, ro him be Glory, who is God 


\over all, Bleſſed for ever, and ever. Amen, 


His Prayer after Sermon. 


| O ST Glorious God of Life and Pow. # 


er, and of everlaſting Kindneſs ; a 
God of Long-ſuffering and. Patience, elſe we 


had nor been here at this day : Lord we are | 
Monuments of thy Mercy ; thou haſt ſpared 
us long, and haſt called unto us in a day when # 


we turned away our ear from thee ; thou haſt 


ftrerced forth thy hand all the day long, and F 


thou haſt gathered a lirrle Remnant of the loſt 
Sheep of-rhe Houſe of 1/rae/ ro pertake of thy 


Paftures of Life ; and now all our Souls have 7 | 


been greatly refreſhed and comforted, fince 
we came to underſtand and comprehend with 
the reſt of thy Saints, the height and lengrh, 


and breadrh/and depth of thy Love, which in 


the Son of thy Love, thou haſt Revealed ro 
us: And blefied Farher of Life, our Souls do 
breath and cry .unto thee; on the behalf of 
Strangers, which -are Aliens from the Com- 
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mon wealth of 1ſrae/, that are: yer w—_— þ 
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and inquiring after thee, Asking the way to 
Sion ; O Lord, remember them and hear 
their cry, and ler their ſighing and complaining 
enter into thine Ears, that all they, in whom 
thou haſt begun tro. kindle holy deſires after 
thee, may have them grow into a flame rg 
burn up all their Enmiry ro thee, thar ſo they 
may be purified by thy Judgments, and re- 
ceive of thy Heavenly Grace. This is the 
way which thou haſt uted with thy Children ; 
thou haſt commanded them'ro Worſhip thee 
in thy Dwelling-place ; thou haſt raken 
them into thy Houle, and fed them with- thy 
fineſt Wheat, refreſhed them wirh thy loving 
kindneſs, and filled them with thy Holy Spt- 
rit : Deareſt God of Love, this is the de- 
ſign and purpoſe of our Meeting, together, 
that we may enjoy thy Preſence, and feel the 
operation of thy Word, and have Commy- 


nion with thee and rhy Son Jeſus Chriſt, - 
through thy Holy Spirit ; the way into Reſt” 


and Life is with thee, thou canft opeh, ahd 
none can ſhart ; Lord, open the Hearts of this 


People, to receive of rhy goodnſs, and receive 
of thy bleflings, thar ſo every one may be. 


ſenſible, rhar thou arr ar the leaſt k in 
art the door of their Hearts, that thou might 


' have an entrance, and bow the Hearts and 


Wills of all, ro receive what thou giveſt at 
haſt ro offer, rorreceive rhe word of Life, 
which thou arr quickning rhem, *and Ki 


holy deſires after thy ſelf, thar every one Bey 
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24 . tis Prayer after Sermon. 
receive the Truth in the love of it : That fo 
blefled God of Life, thy Glorious work of Re- 


demprion may be carried on, -and we may all . - 


fecl it carried on upon our Souls : Hear rhy 

or Pcople rhar are crying unto thee the God 
of Gods in Aon, that are ſenſible of their 
weakneſs and feeblenefs, and how unable 
they are ro overcgme the Enemies of their 
Soul : Ariſe in thy power, O Lord, and theſe 
Enemies ſhall be ſcartered ; Let the Souls of 
thy People be raiſed from the Duſt, and de- - 
livered from their Sin, that they may rejoyce - 
and praiſe thy name far their deliverance. 
Righreous God of Life, our Eycs are unto _ 
thee, ro ſer forth rhy Glory,for thou haſt made | 
bare thine Arm for the Salvation of the poor 
and needy Souls, and rhou haſt been ſtrerch- 
ing-forth the cords of thy Love ro gather them 


that were ſcattered ; and haſt been bringing . | 


>home to thee thoſe that were hurried away in- . 
\a dark and clondy day : Thou haſt made ns 
ſenſible of thy Operarions, and haſt conftrain- 
ed thy Servants to labour in the Word and 
Doctrine, for the gathering of ſuch home, thar 
fo they and we may enter into thy holy Co- 
venant, and may ſound forth thy Praiſes to . 
the Ages and Generations ro:come : Thar. fo 
holy God of Life and Love, thou that haſt > 
. faved vs with a marvelous Salyation, mayeſt 7 
_ receive for all rhy mercies,and bleflings ro-thy : 
Children, Praiſes, Glory, Honourand 'Thanks- ® 
giving , for ran alone art worthy, who arr 3 
God over all, blcifed for ever, Amen, Ser- : 
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| SERMON I. 


Heart Preparation forRe- 
ceiving the Goſpel. 


Preac'd at Dewon-Jhire Houſe, 
Feb. 12. 689. © 


T is in my Heart at this time ro defire that 
every one's Heart were prepared to be 
made parrtakers of the bleſſings of rhe Goſpel ; 
for there isa certain Preparation that every 

one muſt witneſs in themlelves,. ere they are” 

capable of receiving Divine blefſings;for m all 

Ages of the World, the bleflings of the Lord. 
have been manifold, and his Arm hath been _ 
always ſtrerched our in all Ages to theSons and 
Daughrerrs of Men,thar are lenfible of the loye 
he hath unto them, and where theſe renders  : 
of the love of God hath mer with, prepared — 
Hearrs, they have received it to their erernal * 
Well-fare : Bur rhis hath been the Lamenta- 
tion that hath been taken up upon the grearg 
| rt 


26 Feart Preparation for 


part of Mankind, that they have not been pre- 
pared to receive the love of God, their Hearts 
and Minds have been fo filled with rhe love 
of vifble rhings and carnal Objects, that they 
have nor been truly ſenſible. of the Riches of 
the Grace, Mercy and Love of God unto 
them. 

Now it was ſaid of old by the Prophet, That 
the Preparation of the Heart 's of the Lord , 
and there is ſomerhing that belongs to us on 
our part, that we may attain this Pre arationl 
that we may be brought into this Crteirgal; 
itrame of Mind, and that is, by returning 
to the Lord, for People ro think upon: his 
Namez and have. regard to his appearance : 
And although this is nor rhe work of Narure, 
for by Nature the minds of People are abroad 
and rhey are crying our as the Pialmiſt ſpeaks, 
Who will ſhew us any good ? Yer to help that 
defect, rhe Lord hath been pleafed to ſend 
forth his Grace and his Truth, and to call un- 
ro the Sons and Daughters of Men, that they 
miyhr ſeek afrer him, that they might Seek 
the Lord while he zs to be feund ; and they thar 
heaken to his voice, they will. readily con- 
feſs, that there is nothing doth ſo well fſatisfie 
an inimortal Soul, as to be gathered into fel- 
lowſhip with irs Maker : And that at one 
time or other it 15 the deſire of all Men and 
Women, that they mighr atrain Peace wirh the 
Lord ; and they know there is no Peace tothe 
Wicked ; they know wickedneſs will m—_ 
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Recezving the Goſpel, * 27 
until it is aboliſhed and deſtroyed ; and they. 
know that it is not in their Power to deſtroy 
ir, and therefore of neceflity there muſt be 
a waiting upon the Lord, who is Almighty 
= he may reveal his Power in our weak- 
nels. | 

And they that are thus prepared in their 
Minds, mee, religiouſly rogether, with expect- 
ation from God, thar he according to his pro- 
miſe will appear and will reveal his Arm, and 
do in them and for them that which they can- 
not do for themſelves ; this is a fir accafion. 
for People to meer together, and ro havetheir- 
expectation from God, y Lord, thou 
knoweſt my weakneſs, and knoweſt the 
Enemies I have to deal withal ; thou knoweſt 
I am not able ro overcome them..; therfore 
we are now meet together in the poctkency of 
the Lord ro wait to receive at his Hands, 
that Power, thar Life, thar Verrue by which 
we may be made more than Conquerors. 
Such a Religious Meeting thus gathered to- 
gether, hath a Promiſe, I will be in the miſt of 
them, (aith the Lord ; and therefore having a 
Promiſe, we may reaſonably expect that we. 
ſhall be made>perrakers of the living Virtue 
and Power, by which we may do that, which 
of our ſelves we cannot do. 

And Friends, it is my Soul's defire that you 
were all thus qualified, that every one had an 
evidence in himſelf of this right Preparedneſs 
for where the Eye is abroad upon any viſible 

B 4 thing, ' 
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thing, thar ir ſeeks farisfaCtion in any thing 
below the Lord himfelf, ir will wear away and 
wax 01d:A 11 rhoſe Objects rhar people fix their 
mind upon, they will wax o1d, bur rhey whoſe 
defres and the breathings of whoſe Sonls are 
that they may grow into Acquainrance with 
rheir Maker, this will never wax od, When 
Peoples minds are fixcd, as the People of rhe 
Lord of old were, when rhey made a compa- 
riot berween the ftare'of their minds and the 
minds of others, and fignified ir in theſe 
words, They are ſaying : they are crying ( that 
is, they that 4 the World ) FT wii! por 
us ary good ? we for our parts, our cry 
15, -Lord lift uD the 19ht rf thy Crmmtonance be 
en ut, and we will be more plad of that, then 
they can be with ll the trcreaſe of Corn and 
Vine and Oyl, 


« 


Now they that feel in themſelves thar the 
reaſcn of their Meering regether is to enjoy 
the Lighr of Ged's Countenance, ard ro par- 
rake of rhe bleſſings cf Ged, they have their 
expectation from Ged, rheir minds are reti- 
red into God, knewing right well, that if the 
Tongnes of Men and Angels are moved to de- 
clare the Heavenly and Divine Myſterics of 
the Kingdom of God, they cannor be edified, 
or benctired by them withour rhe Divine help 
and affiftance of God's Spirir, tor there is a 
Seal upon them, and none can open that Sea/, 
bur the Lye: of the tribe of Fudah, he only 
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is found worthy ro unteal rhe Myſtery, and 
unſeal rhe Divine Bleflings that are with the 
Lord ; So rhar People muſt come to rhar reri- 
redneſs of Spirit, ro thar reſignation of Soul 
to be as a lirtle Child waiting upon the L ord, 
crying out unto the Lord, that he will pre- 
pare them ; That he will make them Hun 
gry, and then feed them ; that he will raiſe 
a Thrift in them and then ſatisfie them witn 
thoſe Dinne $ mY gs of Life, which through the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt are opened to every one that 
Boliceveth, So far as your Minds are ſtayed and 
ſertled in waiting for the Lord, fo tar you will 
teel in your ſelves an openneſs and readinels 


thar if the Lord ſpeaks you are ready to hear 


him, ready to fubmir ro his Word ready to 
Obey him, - there will be ſuch an © els in 
the mind, nor to the words of any Man, bur 
unto the Word of God, to receive that ; for 
where the words of Men are received though 
never fo excellent, they convert nor the Soul, 
But the Word of the Lord is pure, converting 
the Soul. And this word is that which is able 
roquicken thoſe rhar are dead in Sins and Treſ- 
pafles, and bring them ro be made partakers 
of Life, For ir isnor an increaſe of knowledge 
that will do the turn, bur ir is the increaſe of 
Life and Verrue; the increaſe of Godlineſs; and 
ſubmirting of our Wills nnro him that made 
us : Ir is this that will do our rurny this will 
bring peace to the Soul, and bring us into rhe 
favour of God, throngh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

5 Now 
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Now that you all may feel that which pre- 
es the Heart for this reſignation, and qui- 
erneſs, and ſubjection, you muſt wair upon the 
Lord, that ye may be made pertakers of rhe 
blefſings of his everlaſting Goſpel, and of his _ 
Divine Preſence : "This is. that which is. moſt 
rofirable, moſt advantagious : And then. the 
.ord will Open to you the windows of Heaven, 
and rain down theſe bleſſings upon you, whereby 
you will be comforted and refreſhed, far be- 
yond all the works that we can do, for it isan 
inward York that muſt be done upon the Squl 
t Convert People that have been alienated 
and eſtranged from God, and bring them to a 
reconeiled State,through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
whereby they may partake of the Divine Vir- 
tues, which Sanctifies. and Juſtifies the Soul in 
the fighr of God. 


His Prayer after Sermon. 


M OS T Glorious'and Powerful Father, thy 
Arm of Power is made bare in this our 
Day to bring Salvation ro the Poor ; O Lord, 
thou haſt lifted np the light of thy Counte- 
nance upon a People that have waited for thy 
Glory and thy Salvation, a little Remnant 
whom the good of this World could not faris- 
fe, bur O Lord, in an acceptable time rhon 
haſt brought thy Salvation near, and the light 
and brightneſs of the everlaſting Goſpel thou 
haſt commanded to ſhine into the Hearts and 
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Souls of the Mourners, and bowed down 
ones, who are ſeeking the Living God; nor 
among the outward forms. ways of 
Men. Burt, O.Bleſſed Farher of Life, thou 
haſt now broughr us rothe day of thy Power, 
and bowed our Wills, and made us a wil- 
ling People therein ro ſerve rhee, and: ro 'do 
thy Will on Earth, as it is done in Heaven ; 
and for thar end O Lord, thou haſt pur it in- 
to the Hearr of thy People ro wait upon thee, 
in whom all our Leſh Springs are, thar from 
thee we may receive the renewing of Power 
from day to day, in all rhe hours of our Temp- 
rarians and Tryals, our Eyes O Lord, have 
been to thee, and to thy Power ; and we ac- 
knowledge to the Glory of thy Power and 
Goodneſs, that thou haft been a God nigh art. 
hand ,when we have been ſeeking rhee, and 
rraſting in thee, ſo rhar we are a People ſenſt- 
ble of thy Power and Preſence with us ; for 
thar Eye which thou keepeſt open rothy Chil- 
dren,it brings thy Glory ro our view,and ſhews 
it breaking forth Romer þ Nations, and we have 
_ joy and ſatisfaction 'in beholding the 
rogrels of thy mighty Power in our Day, 
how thou haſt broken dawn and confounded, 
and arr ſtill breaking down and confounding 
all the dark Imaginations and Devices of the 
Sons and Daughters of Men, thar have con- 
ſpired ro hinder the breaking forth of- the 
glory of thy Son Chriſt Jeſus. O Powerful 
of Life, ariſe more and more in a” 
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neſsof thy Power and Love,and make known 
thy Counſel, anFrby will among the Inhabi- 
rants. of the Earth, and bow their Minds, O 
Lord, and their Wills, that none may dare to 
withſtand thy apcarance, leaſt they be found 
fighters againſt God, and deſtroyers of them- 
telves. © Powertull Farther, tor this end make 
bare- thine Arm unto the Rulers and Gover- 
nors. of theſe Nations, that they mak know 
thy Couniels, and bow ro thy Heavenly Will, 
and may promote thy Law of Righteouſneſs 
in their own Hearts, and the Hearts of others, 
that by thy Power, a blefſed Reformation 
may be. wrought, and Iniquity have a ſtop 
put to- RK, that it may nor run down 1n a 
tw ghty.grream, as ir. hath done in time paſt, 
bar that Iruth,and Kightconinels and found 
Juegment.may be knov/a in the Earth ; thar 
they that hunger and thirft after Righteoul- 
-neis, may haye their Souls dechres larisfied, 
and” fo Pratle and Thanksgivings ſhall ariſe 
-from their Souls to thee, © Powerful Father 
of Liſe, Preicrve and keep thy-Chiidren whom 
thou hi. gamhercd, and Purged, and Purificd 
<9, : and to. whom rhou haft made known the 
way. of Lite, and .zmade them a willing Pce- 
pie.in the day. of thy Power, to do:rthy Will, 
ard ro-wair for rhe comming of that Kingdom 
that- thou haſt ,promitcd 10 .cftabliſh under 
Chuſt Jeſns, the King of Kings and Lord of 
Loxds and rhatit may. grow and mmcicaic 20d 
be {preag' abroad , npon the ,Eanh, and ler 
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every one defire ro be the Subject thereof : 
Powerful Father of Life, th®Arm of thy Pow- 
er and invinfible ftrengrh hath been Revealed, 
that nothing hath: been able ro reſiſt or ſtand 
againſt and prevail, by which thou art plant- 
ing $:ou and Building Feruſalem, -and efta- 
bliſhing it; by the ſame Power ler thy Work 
be carried on, and ler many be brough in ro 
be ſubject ro Chriſt, for the gocd of their 
Immortal Souls : As thou haſt multiplied rhy 
Bleflings among us, fo from day to day thou 
haſt made us ſenſible of thy Love -unto us, 
owning us to be thy Children and peculiar 
People, by thy Preſence in the midſt of us, 
whenever we meet in thy Name to wait upon 
thee, thar fo Living Father, all thine borh here 
and every where may be incouraged to atrend 
upon thee, and to be faithful ro rhy Powes ; 
that waiting for the opening of thy Counſels, 
and rhe enlightning their Underſtandings, 
they may be able to comprehend with aJl 
Saints, the height, and\depth, and length, and 
breadth of thy love in Chriſt Jeſus, thar in the 
ſenſe of the ftreeneſs and greatneſs rhereof,-all 
thy Children: here and every where,” that- m 
an everlaſting Covenant of Grace thou haſt 
gathered to thy ſelf, may have Communion 
with 'I hce and thy Son and Spitit, and may 
return thee the Izonour, Glory, and Praile'df 


allthy Love, and Mercy, and Grace, ior than * 


alone art warthy, who art Gcd over all, Blei- 
ied for.cver and eyer. 2421 ” —s 
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SER MON IIL 


The Firſt and Great Com- 


mandment. 


Preach'd at Devonſhire- * 
Houſe May 27. 1688. 


HFN God gave forth his Law on 

Mount Sinai, which Iſrael was to 
hearand ro obey ; The firſt great Command- 
ment was, Theu ſhalt have no other Gods before 
me ; here is the ſum and ſubſtance of all rrue 
* Religion thar ever was on the Earthro rhis day, 
all the Commandments, all the Precepts, Pro- 
po and all the dealings of God with his 
eople from thar day to this, have. been all 
- contained in this ſhort Precepr, Thou ſhalt 
have no other Gods but me. And as long as 
 Tf5ael ſtood in obedience ro this Command, 
their Bleflings were multiplied upon them, 
their good —_ were increaſed from day ro 
day ; the Lord was with them as long as they 
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Commandment. 
were willing to be his People ; he 


3s 


a 
as their God, as their Defender nt their 
Deliverances, fought all their Battles for them, 


ave them Dominion and Strength, Courage 


ood rhings unto them ; for the great care 
of God Almighry was with all his People, he 
had regard to them, and viſited them: ar all 
times, to keep them from Idolatry, I am ſaith 
he, /a Fealous God, take notice of me to be o ; 


1 am Jealous. of my Name,if thou wilr be mine, 


thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 
And all the Precepts about Offerings and 
Sacrifices, and making Attonement for Sin- 
ners, and the divers Services and Worſhip, the 
yarious Offices in the "Temple and San#uary, 
they were all ourward means appointed of 
God to keep this ourward Church in an in- 
ward Conformity tro the Command of God. 
Fhis Command was written in Tables ofSrone, 
and theſe Tables were laid up in the Ark of 
God, and all this pertained to the Firſt Cove- 
nant, and Typed and Figured out the Diſpen- 
ſation of the New- and Everlaſting Covenant 
that God would make wirh his People,nor like 
unto the old : How, not like it ? Not like it in 
the outward Shadows, the Tyes and Shadows 
of rhings, bur he would bring forth the Sub- 
ſtance of all thoſe Shadows and Types,andwould 
alter the Form and outward appearance of 
things, For 4s God # Unchangeable, 10 is his 
Law Unchangeable. | | 
Moſes - 
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Meſes ſaith, rhe firſt and great Command- 
ment is, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. 
This'was pur into the Stone Tables. Chriſt 
Jeſus ſaith, rhe firſt and grear Commandment 
1s, Thou ſhalt love the Lord #hy God with all 
thy Soul, and with all thy Mind, Marr. 22. 27. 
This is pur into the Tables of the Heart : So 
here is a difference berween the firſt Com- 
mandment by Moſes, and the firſt Command- 
ment by Ckr:ſt,they both acknowledge the firſt 
. and great Command to be the ſubjecting of 
the Creature ro him that made him as his 
God, that he may only ſerve him, and thar 
he may love him with his whole Hearr ; The 
Few could prove this by his Stone Tables, and 
Chriſt proves this by the Fleſhly Tables of rhe 
Heart, for rhere he is bound to love rhe Lord 
with his whole Heart, and ro ſerve him only, 
Him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 

Now here the Jews Law is brought overto 
the-Chriftians in-the greateſt Point of Religi- 
on that ever was Preached, ſhuts our all Ido- 
latry, all Superſtirion, all variery of Religi- 
ons, all is ſhut our by this Commandment, 
and the Criſtian that hath the Law writren in 
his Hearr, according ro the new Covenant, he 
can go as readily.ro.it and read it, as ever rhe 
Jew couid; go to his Stowe Tables, and read 
the Law there ; you cannot deny that if 
there be a thing written and ingraven in my 
Hearr, I can go as geaduly ro it as I can go to 
any-Book or 'Table,tho I have the keeding of it; 


But * 
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Butrhe Jews had northe keeping of ir, for ge- 
nerally 1t was laid up in the Ark of Ged. 

Now Friends,that which lies upon my mind 
ro ſpeak ro you ar this time, and thar onr of 
the great Love thar I have to all your preci- 
ous and Immortal Souls, as God hath had a 
Live to mine,is that you would all confider and 
weigh in the fear of rhe Lord whoſe preſence 
15 among ns, Which of yon, and how many of 
you are come to the Obedience of this Com- 
mandment ? I do not doubr but the moſt of 
you can iay them all, bur a happy People are 
y ou if you can do ce, I dare pronounce that 
Soul a bleffed Soul, that can perform this one 
Commandmenr, thar can or dare ftand before 
his Maker and jay, O Lord I leve thee with all 
my Heart, with all may Scul, and with all my 


"Mic lt, my love is withdrawn from all other 


things in compariſon of thee, rhere is nothin 
in this whold World hath a place in my wind. 
bur as it is in ſubjection to the love of thee. ' 
Here is the firſt and grear Commandment, 
the unchangeable Law, the Law that was. good 
in Meſes's Days, and good in Chrifts Days, 
and ir holds gocd in our Days, and indeed it 
is ſucha Cefhnitive I aw that the Breakers of 
it can neither be good Fews, nor gocd Chri/t- 
71415, there is an ablolute necefiity lies upon us 
of abſtraCting and drawing away our Minds 
and Souls from all other Geds, from all Images 
and other dependences and truſts that People. 


are narurally liable ro rruſt ro, and to have 
rheir 
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their whole Confidence ſet.upon the Lord ; bur 
alas ; with Grief of Heart I ſpeak it, there 
are bur very few that as yet have known the 
right giving forth of the Law, and there are 
fewer that are ſubject to ir. This Law was 
not given forth ar firſt without Thunder and 
Lightning and a terrible noiſe, and the Moun- 
rain ſmokeing ( he thar hath an Ear ro hear ler 
him hear ) in ſo much as Moſes himſelf faid,he 
feared greatly and he- quaked exceedingly 
becauſe of the Thunder of rhe Almighty, and 
the Mountain that ſmoked and burned with 
Fire, ſo that 1/-ae/ could nor draw nigh. 
Now I fay there are but a few that have 
. come to the Knowledge of the giving forth of 
this Law , that have certainly known thoſe 
Thunders, and that Terrible Work .that the 
.Lord of the whole Earth makes, when he 
comes to ſer np his Law ; for a great many 
tharhave come nigh to ir,and might have heard 
and received the Words of the Law of God, 
they«have gone backward, they have done like 
unto the Fews of old, rhogh rhey had ſuffered 
much, and gone through much, and had ſeen 
the Wonders of the Lord, how he had led them 
and delivered them, yet when it came to this, 
thar they muſt hear the Voice of God, they 
faid we cannot bear it ; We cannot indure 
it : We have deviſed for our ſelves an eafier 
way, for the Voice of Thunder and Dreadful 
noiſes put them into Terrour and qakeing, and 
Tremblingand greatDread came upon nw, 
ur 


” 


Dt. = the 


Commandment. 39 


{ bur wehave found ancafier way ſay they,what 
is that ? Go thou ſaid they to Moles, and hear 
thou what the Lord ſaith, and come thou and tell 
us, thou ſhalr be a Mediator berween us, let 
God ſpeak unto thee, and do thou ſpeak rhe 
ſame ro us, and we will hcar thee. 

Thus the Fews thar were not come beyond 
the Law of God written in Tables of Stone,they 
would nor come ro receive it in their Hearts, 
as the Chriſtian muſt, ſo Myſes he received the 
Law from the Mouth of God, and he -was 
Faithful as a Servant in the Houſe of God, and 
$ he miniſtred forth the Law of God, his Pre: 
cepts, Staterures and Judgments, and Teftimo- 
nies, and he madethem a Book of Laws for all 
of rhem to walk by, from the higheſt ro. the 
loweſt, how they ſhould act in Criminal mar- 
rers, and do juſtice berween Man and Man, 
and whart they ſhould do in the Worſhip of 

God, and whar they ſhould do rowards rhe 
Prieft whoſe Lips ſhould preſerve knowledge 
1 for them, and ſo he brought up a Form of Re- 

ligion, bur his Work wasaccording to the Pre- 
cepts of God, and he brought them intro rhe 
Form of National Religion, and Government, 
and National Laws. And ſo Moſes, and the ' 
Prieſts ruled over them, and rhe Prieſt he off- 
& ered Sacrifice for them, and made atranement 
for them, and Moſes required of the Lord,and 
asked Council for them, and traughr and in- 
1 ftructed them, and whart came of all this ar 
4 laſt ? When this was done, the Prieſt made . 


arronement 
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attonement for Sin, but he could not pluck a- 
way the guilt of one Sin, there remained the 
Conſcience of $in after he had made his Offer- - 
ing, and Meſcs taught them the Councels of 
Gcd, and the Commands of God, bur he could 
nor bind their Hearts to the obedience of them, 
for he declared openly againſt them, thar they 
were 4 Rebellious ani ſtiffneched People, not- 
withſtanding they had a Law without them ; 
indced time wou!d fail me to run through the 
manifold miſcarriages of the Church of the 
Fews in reſpect of their Idolarry, in reſpect of 
their Conremp: and Rebeliion, both ro God 
and his ſervant X1:/es, which was to reach and 
t9 guide them : I ſay the time would fail me 
to mention the manyto!d miſcarriages rhar 
happened among this People that had a Law 
and Religion withour rhem, and a Teacher 
wirhour them, 

Now in the fulnets of time it pleaſed God 
in {ending his Son Chriſt Jeſus ro raiſe up a 
Propher like unto Myſes in reſpect of Faith- 
fulneſs, rhough higher in reſpect of Dignity; 
for Moſes was faithful in all his Houſe as a 
Servant, bur this Man wa: faithful as a Son in 
his own Houſe, in rhe Houſe thar he was Heir 
of tar Houſe wherein he was a King, both a : 
Prieſt, a Propher and a Ruler in : When rhe 
Ford ſignified by the Spirit of Prophecy the 
comming of rhe F#ſt one,he fignified to the Peo- 
ple thar his Miniftry ſhonld nor be as rhar of | 
Aaron, the People ſhould nor have their Religt- 
ON 
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on withour them,and their Laws and Precepts 
withour them, and their Prieſts without them, - 
and their Worſhip and Church without them; 
bur thar- rhey ſhould have ir all within them, 
I will write my Law in their Hearts, T will put 
it into their inward Parts, then they ſhall be my 
People, and I will be their God, and they ſhat! 
not forſake me ; Your Fathers brake my old 
Covenant, bur I will make a new Covenant 
in the Larter days, a New Covenant, nor like 
thar your Fathers broke ; they brake the Law 
without them, But I will write my Law in their 
Hearts, this Prophet that is like to Moles, he 
ſhall Teach my People, he ſhall be a Leader to 
them, and guide them in the way they are to go, 
and ſhall be a Captain for them to lead them to 
Salvation, and it ſhall come to paſs, in the Day 
that I do this, of there be any that will not bear 
him, he ſhall be cut off from ameng the People. 
Thar 1s the Judgment that comes upon the 
contemners of the Goſpel, upon them that will 
not hear Chriſt Jeſus, rhey ſhail be cur off from 
the. People ; from whar People ? From the Peo- 
ple of God, they ſhall have noparc of the Pri- 
viledges thar are injoyed through Chrift, they 
ſhall be cur off from the Benchits that others 
reap by their Faith in Chrift* , 
So that now we are to.expect the operation 
and working of a Miniſtry that leads a Peo- 
ple ro an inward Religion, a HeartReligion, 
. Where the Heart 4s fixed intirely upon »the 
True and Living God, as the object of their 
| Depedance 
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Dependence and Truſt, and rhe haeve no o- | | / 


cher ; This is a ſtrange Word to Fleſh and 
Blood, what no other Dependence bur on 'rhe 
Inviſible God ? Fleſh and Blood and Senſualiry 
can never come to this, rhis is a Religion thar 
hath been hid from Ages, and Generarions,and 
will be hid ro all Ages that ever ſhall be in the 
World where Senſualiry prevails : Whar will 
you have me to have my whole Dependance 
tor the comfort of of my Life here, and of the -. 
' Life thar is ro come, the other Life, ro have 
my Dependance upon an Inviſible God, thar 
Invifible Power that made me, and Created 
the World ? How is it poſſible for me to ſe- 
queſter my ſelf, and draw my ſelf off from all 
viſible Objects ? I muſt rruft to this, and rruſt 
to that ; Fleſh and Blood can never atrain ro 
this with all the Wir and Reaſon it harh, ir 
can never ſeperare it ſelf from Idols ; they are 
litcle Children : they are Children of another 
birth, born of another ſeed, rhat keep rhem- 
ſelves from Idols, 
' Friends, Idolarry is a grear deal more com- 
mon, I find, than moſt are aware of. Am I 
commanded to Love the Lord with all my Heart, 
and Sonl, and Mind, and Might ? Whar is left 
when the whole is taken away ? If God hath 
my whole Heart, what have | robeſtow upon 
the World ? What Love, what AﬀecCtion, 
what Eagerneſs, what Fervency can I beſtow 
upon the World, or any Object in the World, 
when my whole Hearr, and Soul, and Mind 


1s 


Commandment. 4} 


is gone before, is gone roward the Lord ? 
his is the firſt and Trear Commandment, 

and the Second tis like nnto ir, that is, Thor 
ſhalt Love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Here it is 
that the Law and rhe Prophers Faith, Creeds, 
Prayer, Religion end Worſhip, all that ever 
was in the World, all are Comprehended in 
this, Thou ſhalt Love the Lord thy God with all 
thy Heart, Soul and Strength, and thy Neigh- 
* bour as thy ſelf : So whar need is therefor us ro 
be diſputingabour Religion, abour this Tener 
and the other Tenet, this Text and rher other 
Text ? For my 'parr I ſhould only defire for 
you to Underſtand this Texr, and I ſhould not 
doubt your going ro Heaven : Here is the 
Sum, here's all at once, here's the quienrefſence 
of all Religion, of all Types, Shadows, Fi- 
gures, Ceremonis, and Prieſt-hood, and all 
that ever was or could be Named and PraQti- 
ſed in the Worle,all broughr ro this, The Hears 
given up to God, our Love fer upon him. 

Whar is this ſufficient will.ſome ſay ? This 
will make you a good Moral Man, bur whar 
is this ro the Chriſtian Religion ? You may 
be led into Error, and become an Hererick for 
all this. 

How can this be that I ſhould not be of a 


Y . ſound Faith, bur led inro Error and Hereſie 


for all this ? When People ler in Error, and 
Herefie, and Unſoundnels of Faith, Wheredo 
they Jer it in ? Do they nor let in the Princi- 
ples.of Errgur and Herefie into their Hearrs > / 


* 
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.T belive this, -and that, and the orher Error, 
ir comes into the Her, and hath a ſear in the 
'Hearr ; but how can we ler it into the Hearr, 
Wypen the Heart is given up to God > Cannor 
I keep outError Ef, Hereſfie, if I give up my 
Heart and Soul ro him, Cannor I rruſt him 


with all ? 


This kind of talk of Error and Herefie hath . 


come among Men that have had the keeping 
of their own Souls ; they have taken their own 
Souls into their own hands, and have ordered 
their Religion rhemſelves,or have gotten ſome 
body to order it for them, and a great many 
of them have mer rogether to make /Creeds, 
and Catechiſms, and Confeflions, and Ortho- 
dox Doctrines, thar might certainly be pro- 
feſled and ſubſcribed. So afterwards ſome 
have come and found fault with them ; rhen 
rhey muſt have a Council ro try . them, 
then theſe go off and are laid aſide, and others 
are given in the room of- rhem, ſo thar thele 
Men have ſer up for themfelves; Theſe would 
not be under the Goverment and Preſcription 
of God, as Children under the: Goverment of 
a Farher, bur they will ſer up Religions them- 
ſelves, and ſay to the reſt of the World, if you 
own. any. thing contrary to, onr .Principles, 
you arc-an Hererick, and being an -Hererick 
you arc to be rooted out and cur off..” Do nor 
you read in the Scriprure, that whoſoever hears 
not the Prophets that was com? Tnto-the'! orid 


ſhall be cut off * What will not you hear Chriſt 


i 


ſpeak : 


Co nmmandmnnt. + AF. 
ſpeak in the Church Will nor you hear Chrift 
{peak ? The Church cannor ſpeak withour a 
Head, if you will nor hear the Church yon 
ſhall be 'cur off. * Then rhey have fallen ro 
Hanging, and Burning, and Killing, and Deſt- 
roying People, and Nations not a few : And 
ths comes from their makeing Faiths and 
Creeds,, and ordering Religion themſelves ; all 
their Barbarons and Inhuman Cruelties Mar- 
tyring and Dungeoning of People comes from 
rheir making Faiths rhemſelves, and of all 
things nothing is more deſperarely wicked, 
and they did nor-know it. The Heart « deceit= 
ful above all things, and deſperately wicked, who 
can know #t 2 Men know not how Prond and þ. 
Arrogant they rhemlſelves are, and yer they 
would be ordering of the Hearts and Minds 
and Confciences of others, and our of this harh 
Sprung all Superftirion-and Idolatry, becauſe 
men would nor give up their Hearrs to'God ; 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. This 
Commandment is grear in ir ſelf, ſtrict in the 
terms, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy Heart, and thy Neighbour. as thy felf. Their 
Neighbours could [nor tce with rheir Eyes ; 
therefore their will be Hanging, and Burning 
and deftroying of one another. 

Bur Bleſſed be God who is now bringin 
forth rrue Chriſtianity upon irs old Baſis a 


Foundation whereon it was placed ar firſt, for 


Chriſtianity harh been juſtled off from irs 
Faundation, for inſte - of Loving God wan 
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all rheir Hearts, and Loving their Neighbours 
.as themſelves, they Hared them : Now this 
is the Day, O Frinds, the weight of ir is great; 
this I ſay is the Day wherein God is bringing 
-Chriſtianiry upon its old Foundation, 

I would not have yov think that I am here 
judging our Fore-fathers thar are fallen aſleep, 
that theretore they are gone to Hell, becaule 
they ſaw not this Day, and lived not to ſee 
that benefit of it thar we injoy ; I am far from 
It : This was the thing that they believed and 
prayed ro Ged for, they did nor ſee this Day 
-outwardly, but they ſaw by Eaith : When I 
was a Child I remember the People of Gcd, 
when they gor three or four rogerher they -. 
would rejoyce in the Hope of whar they Fore- 
{aw, they gave Thanks ro God for rhe Bleſſed 

Days thar he would bring forth, rhongh they 
could nor tell when ; rhey did ſay, and believe 
char God would ſcatter the Fogs, and Miſts. 
and bring forth an Happy Day, wherein his. 
People ſhould have the Gitr of his Spirir;when 
they ſaw the Impoſfirions, and Perſecutions of 
theſe rimes, when rhey thar did nor conform, 

.and Comply,were caſt into Priſons, Dungeons, 
and Goals :Well,ir will not always be thus, ſay 
they, there 1s_ a Day a comming wherein rhe 
Lord will ſer his People free from all rheYoaks 
of Opprefſion, and troin rhe Oppreſfſor. 

Indeed my Soul did rejoyce in hearing the 
Propherical ſayings of theſe good men, and I 

*thoughr I might hve to fee that Day ; Rn | 
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Day, and to' this Honr to injoy what they 
Prayed for : They Prayed to God to fcatrer 
rhe Miſts and Fogs, that they mighr no longer 
Ciound and Darken Men's Minds, and hinder 
rhem from enjoying Gog's Teaching ; Blefſed. 
be God, that we are now in the-injoymene of 
the Prayers of the Faithful, thatYetrthe World 
before we were in it. Now the Day is come 
that they Prayed .for, and Enquireg after. 


. ſome ſay, concerning the Chriſtian Religion? 
"The Chriſtian Religion is all England wwer'; 
go to any Meeting in Lemdon except one, 'and: 
they will teil you they are Chriſtians;I would 
ro God they were, that is the wortt I wifh- 
them all : Bur what ſhould we ralk of the 
Chriſtian Religion withour rhe Chrittian Life? 
Except we find that amongſt them, what fig- 
nifies rhe Name and Proteffien of it ? And 
the Chriſtian DcCtrine is wanting in many 
places roo, There be wany in this Ciry urging 

f this very Command, ct Loving God with ali 


Nl, their Hearts, and their Neighbours as them » 
fs ſelves,as fervently as 1 can do,or any body cle, 3 
ay and yer they will tel} you in the next brearh, ay"? 
T that no man in. Lendez ner in all the Waridy ©* © 
, by 


can do rhis, no Man can poſſibly Love God 
with all his Heart, never a Man can be found 
that can pertorm fuch an Act, as ro Love his 


be God that hath Preſerved my Life ro this , 


How ſtrangely doth the Man Talk, witt - 4 


Neighbour as himſelf ; Nor every Neighbour. 
ir may be, bur ſome one choice Afaciatc he. 1 
may pick outzthar be can Loye, and bear with 
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-with his infirmiries and Aﬀronts,and Love him 

- . ashimlſelf ; Love thy Nighbour, that is every 
"body, that there may be a Good-will for all 
People throughour the whole Race of Man- 
kind, Peace on Earth Good-will towards Men : 
" This is the” Fruit of the Goſpel. Chriſtian 
Words will not make .the Chriſtian Religion, 
there muſt be a Chriſtian Life ; bur where 

ſtall we find that, or ſeek for it ? 

I know not, I have nothing to do to Judge 
any body,, but there is one thar Judgeth who 
4t 15 that Liveth rhe--Chriſtian Life, and who 
doth not ; Who is this ? Whar a one is this? 
The Head of the Chriſtian Church ; Why, is 

-he here ? Yes, -the Head of the Chriftian 


- *Church is here, and he ſpeaks and gives Sen- 


-zence, if you have an Ear you may hear him, 

and if you will turn your Minds inward, for 
-he is an Inward Miniſter ; every one of you if 
,you-wil turn your Minds inward, he will 
-cell you whether you Live a Chriſtian Life, 
and what a Life it is you Live ; If there be a 
Drunkard here, ler him ask whether his Life 
"be a Chriſtian Life, will a man goaway Ig- 
norant trom this place,and have no Anſwer ? 
Ifthere be a Drunkard here let him ask inward- 


> hy in his own Boſome, Lord is my Life-a | 


hriſtian Life ? I dare I firm on-Gods behalf 
he will have an Anſwer, No my Lite is nor 
a Chriſtian L:ife, but a ſhameful Bealtly Lie, 
a Bruriſh one. | | 
Whotold you that the Head-of-Chriftians 
\ | Chriſt 


Commandment. 
Chriſt Jeſus is preſent ? Chriſt Jeſus, is he” 
ptcſent ? how came he here ? he 1s Aſcended 
up into Heaven ſuch a Day, fay they, how 
came he here ? Let him be Aſcended up into 
Heaven, yet he is not ſo Aſcended into Hea- 
ven as nor to be here alſo, how ſhould he ful- 
fil his Promiſe if he be Circumſctibed in Hea- 
ven or Earth > How ſhould hemake good his: 
Promiſe if when Two or Three are met together 
in hs Name, he w not in the midſt of them ? 
Here arenow many more then Two or Three 
mer together in the Name of Chriſt, and that - 
hope for Acceptance with God, through the” 
Mediator Chrift Jeſus, if you think that here 

are Two or There met togerher in the Name-- 
of Chriſt; it follows that C 

of rhem, 

] know not what you may injoy,ſome may 
poſſibly ſay, I do nor find any ſuch Preſence 
of Chriſt, I hear of the Preſence of Chriſt in 
the Sacrament, and I have heard ralk of rhe 
Preſence of Chriſt at a Meeting, but I have 
been at many a Meeting and T never found 
ſuch a Preſence of Chriſt, er 

Can you Read the Scriptures ? Yes, I can ' 
Read the Scrprures as well as you, bur thar 
cannot give me a ſenſe of it, I do Read the 
Scriptures and Believe ir, but whar ſignifies - 
my Reading the Scriptures concerning the Pre- 
ſence of Chriſt, if I have nor the ſenſe of ir ? 
I have been at many a Meeting, bur never 
had the ſenſe of fuch a Divine Preſence- 
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as you talk cf, nor it may be ar the Sacra- 
ment neither : Whar is the reaſon thou haſt no 
ſenſe of it ? If chou wilt rake my councel and 
run thy mind inward, and enquire whether 
the thing I ſpeak of be true, whether there be 
ſuch a Voice as I ſpeak of, that will tell rhee 
what thy State 1s, if thou wilt be rrue to thy 
felf, rhou mayeſt know rhe Divine Preſencc, 
and tou mayeſt hear Chriſt ſpeak, ; 
The Son] harh gor Eyes, and Fczrs, as well 
as the Bedy. Whar Eyes doth the Apcitlc 
mean when he ſaith,The Ged cf hi; FYorld bath 
b/ind:d the Eyzs of them that belizee nit, leaſt 
the Light of the Glericus Geſpel of Chriſt who 
s the ELnnge ef God, ſhould fine unto them © If 
the Soul hath Eyes, and Ears, as well as the 
Bedy, it can hear, and {ce as the Pody, as the 
Bcdily Eye can ce Viiibles things, fo rhe Eye 
of the Sou] can ſee thirgs thar arc Invit:bie,& 
Heavenly ; you can hcar my Voice outward- 
ly, and you may hear the Voice of Chriſt in- 
ward}y : I haye known ſome that have becu 
fo affriad to hear ill of themſcives, thar they 
would nor inquire ; ſome have been fo guilty 
in their own'Con{ciences, thar they have bcen 
afra:d of hearing ill, that they would not cn- 
quire about theroſcives : So i tis inwardly, 
{ome have been {o Conicious thar their Lite 
and Converiarion is naughr, thar their Life 
is a finful Lite, that they Care not pur it to 
the queſtion : Ir would certainly have becn 
rold them, thy Life is not a Chriſtian wy 
thou 
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thou muſt mend- rhy Life, before ever thou 
comelt to have Peace with God : If this ſhould 
be thy Portion and mine, that upon ſearch 
we ſhould find our condition bad,. what harm 
Is It, 

I would pur one queſtion ro rhee, be feri- 
ous in conſidering of ir, We are all Children 
of Wrath by Nartnre, none of us difter abour 
thar, and” thar Tzleſs we be born again, we 
cannet enter into the Kingdem of Ged ©: The 
queſtion is whether I am one of thote or no-: 
Suppoſe upon cnquiry it be diſcovercd ro me 
thar I am not, that is bad enough ; this 1s 


hard, bur nor ſo hard as it is true, this is the. ® 


thing which I would have you conſiders; Am - 
not I in a better caſe. ro know thar I am in 
a Natural State, than ro go on and periſh to 
Erernity ? As long as there 1s Lite; rhere 
is Hope ; as long a Man is upon the Earth, 
and raking care for his Soul, and enquiring 
abour the State of his Immortal Soul, if his 
Soul is not in a gocd condirion,. is it nor ber- 
ter for him to know ir, and to ſeek for a cure? 
for there is no greater Infirmity, and Infelici- 
ty can be upon a Man than to have ſome'oc- 
cult and hidden Diſeafe, rhar he cannor be 
made ſenſible of;for this waſts and ſpoils him, 
and he cannot be periwaided to look cur for 
a Remedy ; ſo it is inwardly, if a Man be ig- 
norant of his condirion, and go on to his dy- 
ing day, and hour, and does nor ſcek afrer a 


Remedy, this Man periiherh withour all per-" . 
C. 4 adventure 
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adventure. When you are in this inquiry,be - 
content to be controlled, be willing. ro have 
the Truth ſpoken tho it be againſt-your ſelves. 
I mighr inſtance in divers things that I have 
{ſpoken of : If a Man be farisfied that his Life 
is not a Chriſlian Life, I'fay, if rhe Swearer 
er Lyar, if the-proud Perſon or the Effemi- 
nate, as ſoon as they come ta be farisfied that 
their Life is not a Chriſtian Lite that they 
now live, what can this Man expect ? Whar 
Counſel ſhould we give him, and what Coun- 
ſe] ſhould he rake ? 1 will go on in the way 
that I am in, whar, after thon knoweſt thy 
Life is not a Chriftian Life ? God forbid ; 
Wilr thou go onand perpetrate fin upon fſin,& 

heap up Wfath againſt the day of Wratk' ? 
 T'am a Sinner, my Life is Unchriſtian, I make 
account to live in Sin, and die in Sin, is rhis 
good Policy ? Conſider another Text which 
our Lord ſpake, If ye die in your Sins, whe- 
ther I go, ye cannot come. 

O Friend, Jay theſe things ro your Hearts, 
what have I ro do- bur to tell you that the 
love I have in my Soul ro you all, makes me 
deſire in my Hearr thar you might be Saved ? 
Thu #-the Will of God that you might all be ſa+ - 
ved, and come to the knowledge of the Truth : 
Bleſſed are they that know the Truth, the 
Truth as it is in Feſus : Truth in the inward 

rts, hath a ſpeaking Voice, and it thou 

earken to it, it will tell rhee thar thy State 
15 Nanght : Canſt thon believe the. Truths 


when 


ommand ment.” 


53 
when he tells thee ſo,that thy State is _ 


and that rhouarr like ro go ro Erernal 
ſtruction, unleſs there be Repenrance and Re- 
generation to prevent it, Canſt thou believe 


this Doctrin, when ir ſounds in thy own * 


Heart ? If thou can't nor believe ir, Unbelief 
will be thy Ruine : The Spirit of Truth s 


come to convince the World of Sin, becauſe they 
believe not in Chriſt ; he tells them their Con--- 


dition, and they will nor believe him : The 


Spirit of Chriſt convincerh Men of Sin, and- 
they believe him not ; The Spirit of Truth ' 


convinceth thee of thy Sin, but rhou believeſt 
him not : Thou loveſt thy Pleaſure and. th 
Profit, and thine Honour, then thou lov 
not God with all thine Heart;. and then thou 
art not a Chriſtian, bur our of Covenant with 
God. Art thou ſenfible that thy condition is 


bad, were it nor beſtro ger it mended ? Afrer | 


we are convinced of our own ſinful State, Is 
it not our beſt courſe ro ſeek to have ir 
mended ? Who ſhall mend ir ? Saith one, I 
have done all I can to mend my Life, and I 
cannot mend it. | 

I have concluded ſo in my younger Years, 
I have Faſtcd, and Prayed, and ſpent rime in 


Hearing,. Reading, and Meditation, and did- 


all in my own Power, and all ro mend my 


' State, but I could notmend it, and as I grew * 


up in Years, Sin and- Corruption more pre- 


vailed, and there was no help, and I camg.ſo-» 


far. as to believe there was no help, 
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if God did not help me, T was undone to all 
Eternity ; I many times wiſht that I had never 
been born, I went ro Miniſters and Meetings, 
and ro-all forts of ſcparare People, and ro all 
manner of Ordinance, and ro al] manner of 
Means ro mend rhis bad Hearr of Mine, to 
ice if I could gct-a Power that would get 
me Victory over my Corruptions, bur my 
Arm was never {o Jong as tro reach thereunto, 
3t was far our of my Pewer and Reach. 

Many have {ongh: ro ger this Power of Re- 
forming their Hearts, and I ives to attain it 
by their own hands, by their own endeavours, 
but they c21!d never do it, rhey con!d never 
herter their conciricn, nor bring forth ſruir 
worthy of amcncment of Life ; I wiſh thar 
every cne was come to thar paſs, that they 
knew not Vihich way to turn them, that they 
were core at loft ro their Wirs erd ; they 
will come to it iconcr or Jatrer, the {ooncr the 
bertcr. I have done all] can, I can dono 
more, I am ar my Wits end, ard I know 
not what to think, concerning my Eternal 
State, I know nor Whar ro judge of ir, I ſtrive 
againſt my Luſts and Corrupricns, bur for all 
that,they prevail upon me, 1 emptat:cns came 
Ezfore me, but I cannont conquer them. O Þ 
am glad when People are ccme to thar. pals, , 
thar they know not whar to Co, bur to detpair 
of their own Arms, of their cwn ftreng:h, and 
ir own Wit, and diſpair of all other help 
ww the World, I am glad of thar, 


Bur 


ruing tle Goſpel, © 55 © 
But I am ont Preaching up Deſpair of God's 
Grace and Mercy, bur let me tell you, when * 
Men Deſpair of thier own doings, and of all 
outward means, and helps, then they are fir 
Objects for rhe Mercy of God, and nor till. 
then ; hen the Lord looked,and ſaw that there 
was none to Save, and deliver, then hu own 
Arm brought Salvation. Ged will nor fave 
till then, God will nor reveal his Power till 
Men have done with their own Power ; they 
will never truſt God while they think they 
can do ſomething for themſelves. . A!l the. 
Forms of Religion, of the ſeveral People of 
this Nation, will do them little Good with 
out the Power ; What is the meaning of thar 
Principle, ro have ſuch Mafles, and Prayers, 
and Performances 2 Whar is the neaning of 
it ? let us ſearch ro the Boottom, .they fay we 
are Sinners, when we Pray ro God for his 
Blefling, and for Salvation by Chriſt, there is - 
this at the bottom,they think theſe Duties and 
Performances will be very helpful ro their - 
State, helpful rowards the knowledge of it ; 
ro ſpeak plain Engliſh, theſe are their 
Gods : If I ſpeak. of profane ane wicked * 
People, I would ſay their Luſts are their - 
Gods : Bur when I ſpeak of Righteous - ® 
People thar are meer Formaliſts, then T7 
ſay their Duties, as they call them, are 
their. Gods : When they have done all, 
rhey can do nothing for them, and-then- - 
they have no Gods ar all, then they are; 
Gedleſs : 
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Godleſs : And if God doth nor help them they 


are undone to all Erernity. 

When poor Creaturesare caſt out as it were 
into the oper; Field, ro the loathing of their 
Perſons, nor ſalted ar all, nor ſwadled ar all, 
bur lying in the Guilr of their Blood, 7/hen I 
paſſed by thee, ſaith the Lerd, and ſaw thee pol- 
luted in thy own Blood, I ſaid unto thee when 
thou waſt in thy Blood, yea when thou waſt 1n 
thy Blood, T ſaid unto thee, Live, Wntn T 
paſſed by thee and locked upon thee, behold, thy 
time was 4 time of Love, and T ſpread my skirt 
over thee, cnd covered thy Nakedneſs, yea I 
ſware unto thee, and entrea into Covenant 
with thee, ſaith the Lord God, and thou becam- 
eft mine. Whar was it a time of Eove when I 
was ſuch an Object in my own Eyes, thar I 
thonght I was the moit - miſerable creature in 
rhe World, One..that could nor make a good 
Prayer, nor diſpute for Religion, nor pertorm 
any Dnty, a poor Creature caſt out into the 
open Field, ro the. loathing of my Perſon, Loft 
all rhar I Gained, My name was from among 
the Living,” my days were pafled over in Sor- 
row,and I faid there is nothing but Darkneſs, 
and Death and Miſery for me, I ufed all means 
and tryed a!l things, laving only a living Truit 
in God, a truſt in God alone, and that Fleſh 
and Biood cannot do, Fleſh and Blood cannor 
Know him, therefore Fleſh and Blood cannor 
rraſt in him : Alas, ſaid I, Icannor-truſt in 


the Lord, I cannor caſt my Soul, and all'my 
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Concernments, my Fame and Reputation in 
the World, I cannor caſt all upon the care of 
the Almighty; I cannot know him, nortruſt 
in them, how can I do it, no body can do it : 
They that know my Name, faith the Lord, they 
will put their truſt in me, never atruer word 
was ſpoken, but how rhey ſhould know God 
and rruft in him, I know nor. 

When thou comeft once to this paſs, to be 
at thy Wirs end, 'and not know which way 
to turn thee, nor ro whom to run to for help, 
or to ask Counſel for thy Souls well-fare, 
when thou art come to the end of all, and. 
withour hope, then God reveals himſelf by 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; Chriſt the Son of God 
is known by our coming to him, but none 
can come unto Chrift, except the Father which 
hath ſent him, draw him : hen thou. haſt dene 
with thy Gods. and thrown away thy Idols to 
the Batts and Moles, then thou wilt find the 
Lofd, and thou wilt cry our, O that God 
wonld have Mercy upon me, and lift up' the 
Iight of his Countenance upen me, I am a 
poor miſerable Creature ; thereare many thar. 
make ſuch a whining and complaining, that - 
they take a pride in their very Complaings, -4* 
their Hypocrifie is {o great, -] have known®_ -: 
ſome that have prided rhemſelyes in-wo . 


bie caſe before the Lord, bur ſuppoſe rhow® 
canſt not ſpeak ar all, bur feeleſt thy ſelf 
Miſerable, thou canſt not expreſs thy Con- 

om: 
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dirion,ar ſuch a time as this God was drawing 
thy Soul to Chrift Jeſus, the Mediator of ir ; 
T have heardof a Mediator, and thar there is 
Balm inGilead for me, thar there is a Phyſici- 
an there, thar there is one Phyſician, even Je- 
. ſus Chriſtthe Mediator of the New Covenant; 
> thou haſt finned againſthim, and grieved him, 
| yer he ſtands with open Arms for thee, ready 
to receive thee and imbrace thee ; where 
ſtands he ? He ſtands at the door and knocks; 
It is a ſmall] matter one would think, ro ler 
him in, Rev. 3. 20. Behold, I ſtand at the 
dror and knock, and if any Man hear my Voice, 
and open the door, T will come in to him, and 
Sup with him, and he with me, Here is good 
News for a hungry Sonl, if any ſuch be here, 
Chriſt the Mediaror, ſtands at the door and 
knocks, he will come in and Sup with rhee, 
if thou open to h.m, then we ſhall meer with 
theLord's Supper : Thr x the Lorxd, we will 
wait for him ; he will bring h's Bread With 
him,. the Bread of Life, and the Wine of his 
Kingdon, and the Lord's Supper will be Ce- 
lebratcd without Caviling and Jangling. 
- ,, Now becanfe we will not preverr the Scrip- 
"+ rure, 1 would have you that underſtand 
- Books, read what Commentators of this and 
* er Ages ſay upon this 'Texr, whether 
*-— they do nor deliver in their Opinions, thar 
- ©this knocking at the Door, is- Chriſt calling 
the Son! by his Grace, and this Door is the 


#\ 
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> Door of the Heart, and Chriſt's Calling Le 
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Soul by his- Grace and Spirir to ler him in by * 
Faith : This is their Judgment and Senſe, and 
their Senſe is mine, and I believe the Genuin 
Senſe of the Texr, that Chriſt would have 
People think he is near to them, and would 
have them open their Hearts, and Recive him 
by Faith, for to be a Saviour ro them, 4 
No ; thar, faith Fleſh and Blood, I canner 

bear, I cannot conſent to have him for my Sa» 
viour, I will nor let him in, for he he is like 
Micaiah to Ahab, He never ſpake good cencern- 
ing me. For if I have him tor my Savieur I 
muſt parr with my Luſts and Pleaſures ; if 
rhere be any other Saviour I will try, and nor 
meddle with him ; he will oy all our Mirth 
and gocd Society, he will tell me of every 
Idle word thar I ſhall ſpeak, I mnft give an 
Account thereof at the Day of Judgment : © 
What do you think that I can like ſuch a Sa- 
viour * Tharl can live with ſuch a oneas will 
call me ro an Account forevery word I ſpeak, 
and thar if I ſpeak one idle word, Judgment 
will come upon me ? No, I will try one and 
another, rather than accept of.him upon ſuch 
rerms ; I am one that am joyntd to ſuch a 
Church, and injoy ſuch and tuch Ordinances, 
and fuch Helps :I am in Covenant with God,.. 3 
and under the Seals of that Covenant ; I am. © 
Baprized and do pertake of the Lords Supper, 
which is another Seal of the Covenanr, Too uy 
it wil go well with me. I will ſomething far- 
_ another ſaith, we muſt have a Mediator, } 
F'will go to the Virgis. 


- 
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Virgin Mary, and offer ſomething to her, ' and 
pray to her : Saith another, I will go to Saint 
Fames, and Saint Fohn, and other Saints ro 
Intercede with God for me : They muſt have 
ſome Mediator ; This is the Twiſting and 
Twining of the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
to keepour Chriſt the Grear Mediator, who 
came into the World for rhis purpoſe ro de- 
{troy the works of the Devil : Alas, I have 
nothing lefrbur my bare Life and \Living in - 

þ the World ; Ihave nothing lett me bur ſome 
© Little deſire T had to Pleaſe God, and thar he 
will never Judge and Condemn me for ; bur 
my falie dealing, and buying and ſelling with 
Deceit, He will [udge this, and Condemn me; 
And my Diſcourfing of things withour me ; 
all my Carnal Friendſhip and Love of the 
World, and ray vain Faſhions, all that is Cor- 
rupt and Defiled, theſe he came on purpoſe to 
deſtroy, He came to deſtroy both the Devil 
and his Works, Wharcan a man Livein the. 
World, and never joyn with the Devil: Never 
Sin at all ? Never do any thing thar the Devil 
would have him do ? There is no Periection 
- 1n this World ; no living wirhour Sin here ; 
-, raen I am ſure there is no Unity wih Chriſt 
here, and if there beno Unity with Chriſt, 
> rhen there is none with God the Farher Whar. 
will become of thee now ? What will all the 
pleaders for that opinion ſay now? There's ſome. 
thing ſtauds berween God and me, and I ſhall 
never have Peace, and whar is that ? Iris Sin, - 
I would have my Sin taken away, elſe I hulk. 


? 


_- 
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better never been born, Canſt thon remove 
Sin out of thy Heart ?I have-rrycd, bur I can- 
not do it, I have heard of Chrift riie Mediator 
of the New Covenant, he ſaith, he came in- 
to the World, and that for this purpoſe he 
was manifeſted that he might deſtroy the = 
works of the Devil. Now Sin in mv Hearr is 
the Devil work, I will ſee if he will deftroy 
that for me,I will truſt and rely upon him and 
ſec if his great Power can deſtroy it in me. 
Here People comes rightly to believe in him 
that God hath ſent, and truſt in him, and he 
will rake them in, and like a Chyrurgion he 
will rip up their Hearts, and let our their Cor- 
ruptions, _ there hath been never: ſo 
much rottenneſs,and he will heal them and pu- 
rife them and pardon them, though they have - 
been never ſo wicked, if they come to him ; 
when thy Sins are ſet in order before rhee,then 
thou cryeſt cut, O wretched Man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of Death ? Is 
ir God that hath thoughr on me, and waited 
to be Gracious, and hath. born my Sins long, 
how wonderful is his patience rowards me ? 
All theſe things working in the Soul rends ta: 
beger a Love ro God, and fervent deſires after 
being cleanſed and purified from Sin, and ear- 
neſt Prayer tothe Lord to make that Holy Fire 
ro kindle that would burn it up : The more 
the Soul rtrufterh in Chriſt, the more doth this 
Heavenly Fire burn upour Lufts, and then a 
Mgn feels a great change in his mind. : The - 


things - 
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thing(faith he)rhat I delighted in are now grei- | 
vous to me, I hope I ſhall never be found in 
thoſe things again, my mind is now taken off 
them ; who took it oft:Difſt thou not ſtrive be- 
fore to take it off ? I did, but I could nordo ir. 
There are many I believe, in this Aſſembly 
before the Lord, that are my witneſſes in this 
marrer, thar when they came to Chritt the 
Mediator, he changed their minds,and he un- 
ryed the Devils fetters;they were rycd to their 
vins and Luſfts, bur he hath unlooſed rhem, 
and ſet. them ar Liberty ; and rhey now find 
ſuch a change, thar they hate thoſe things they 
loved ; and when they come to think of them, 
they are aſhamed of thoſe things thar they for- 
merly rook pleaſure in ; What fruit; faith the 
Apoſtle ) had yeu in thoſe things, whereof you 
are now aſhamed ? $o1 ſay, what pleaſure have 
you in Sporting, and Gaming, and Drinking, 
and Company keeping ? Whar pleaſure have 
you to think on your Wanton Dilcouries ? 
Whar pleaſure in Pride & Vaniry*Whar plea- 
ſure in Wrath, and Bittcrnels of mind ? And 
whar plcafure in Malice, and Envy ? Whar 
plcaſar have you in thoſe rhings, whereof you 
are now aſhamed: So far as you are convinced 
you are aſhamed to think of them ; I am aſha- 
med tothink that the Devil at ſuch a rime, by 
ſuch a Temptation ſhould prevail over me. I 
would ro God you were all come to this,to be 
aſhamed, that you might rememeber your paſt 
evil Ways,and Actions with torrow and ſhagpe: 

\ There 
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There is a ſecrer Joy in this:Sure ir is berter ro 

be aſhamed than ro conrinue in impudence : 
Ged harh wrought this change at laſt, and 
who ſhall have the . Glory of it ? God ſhall 
have the Glory of it, for his own works will 
praiſe him ; Whar Men do many times they 
do for their own praiſe, but when they are 

ar their wits end, and know not what to do, 
they Caft themſelves upon their Maker to ſee 
1i he will have Mercy upon them, if not, they 
mult Periſh ; rhen for whar he doth, he gers 
2 Glory and the Praiſe of ir. 

There are tome here,thar are bound to praiſe 
God while they have a Day to live, for whar 
he hath done for them ; They could never 
have loved God withall their Hearts, burrhey 
wou!d have cantinued Srragers ro God, avd 
the Devil would have lcd them Caprive at his 


Wil : They wonld nor have loved God with 


all rhcir Hcarts, had nor God fird fred abroad 
hy loo2 upen their hearts, and conſtrained them 
to love him ; it is he rhat hath firſt loved them, 
and wreuTht in them beth to will and ta do,of hes 
own 790d pleaſures Whatlcever we are, we are 
by the Grace of God, thiz Grace is magnified 
in them that believe, and cbey the Golpel : 
My Friends, we know there is {o much Peace; 
and Pleaſure in the ways of God, ſo much 
Soul-ſatisfaCtion in Walking with God, and 
loving of him with all our Hearts, -I ſhould 
be glad that every one you, were of the ſame 


mind, and'had experience of ir, -We Labour ; - 


diligently 


bs 
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diligently for this purpoſe, and we would ſer 
before you theſe rwo things. 

Firſt, How we may come to know our 
miſerable Sate by Nature. 
And what a bleſſed and happy State they 


are in, that have been Converted and Chang- 
ed ; that have been tranflared our of the 


Kingdom of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of * 


God's dear Son. | 

Conſider your Stare by Narure is-Evil, we 
hope that many of you believe the Reports of 
the Goſpel, concerning the goodneſs: of the 
Lord, his great love in ſending his Sor# into 
the World, to ſeek and to ſaye you thatwere 
loft, and that you believe: in. him. And we 
are perſwaided, that by the fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching God will ſave-ſome of you, that 
you may be his Redeemed ones, and rruſt ro no 
other Saviour ; For their x not any other Name 
under Heaven but the Name of Feſus, by which 
you can be Saved : He only can take away 


_ the Sins of the World, his Spirit ſearcherh . 


eins, Which he 


the Heart, and rryerth the 
rld when he was 


romiſed ro ſend inro the 


- leaving of it ; Now 1 dare proclaim that Holy 


Spirir to be the Spirit of the God of Heaven, 
that now ſees what Reſolution thou art of,and 
what thou art now propoſing to do, wherher 


to go on in fin, or to return to God : ThisI . 


can ipeak without Blaſphemy, Ir is God's 
Spirir that ſearcherh thy Heart, and knowerh 
thy thoughts and purpoſes,and convinceth ons 


| 
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of thy Sin, .God hath ſent his Son Chriſt Je- 
ſus into the World ta enlighten you, that by 
his Light you might ſee him, and that by his 
Grace you mighr Receive him, and that by his 
Grace you might. be Saved. 

To him I commir you all, and theſe words 
that we have Spoken in the Evidence and De- 
monſtration of rhe Spirit, according .as he 
hath wroghr in us. 

I muſt tell you we were never called .of 
God tro Study Sermons for you, nor to Preach 
things that are made ready ro our Hands, 
bur as the Lord our God hath wrought in. us, 
and as God hath been pleaſed ro make known 
his Mind ro us, and by his Spirit given .us 
urterance, ſo we Speak, and 1o we Preach: 
You that are Tome to believe and receive the 
things of the Spirit, you will Judge what T- 
ſay : 1 ſpeak unto you that are Spiritual, judge 
ye what I ſay, faith the Apoſtle ; ſo when I 
ſpeak of Divine and Heavenly things, you 
thar are Spiritual, Judge whar I ſay, and as 
you come ro Judge and Determin in your 
ſelves that theſe things are true, you will feel 
the Power of them in yqur own Spirits,and we 
ſhall all be of rhe ſame mind, and as we have . 
one God,we ſhall ſerve himin ſincerity,;and wor- 
ſhip him with Reverence; Then his Name ſhall 
be exalted in the midſt of us,and wefttall edi-- 
he one another in Love, and we ſhall inſtruct 
one another, and call upon one another, Come 
let us go to the Houſe of the God of Jacob, He 
will Teachus, and preſerve us mn 


66 e Firſt and Great 
mm his way, and do us-good and keep us from 
all Evil. ; 

Turn your Minds inward, and conſider 
that God is a God at hand, ready to help you, 
and he requiresno more of you than ot other 
People in former rimes, ro love the Lord with 
all your Hearrs,and to abſtract and withdraw 
your minds from all other things,that do come 
in Competition with him, and be ſure ro have 
no Truft or Dependanc& bur upon him : Then 
ſee what God will do for you, no Tongue 
can expreſs, nor Pen Write, Neither hath it 
entred into the Heart of Man to conceive tbe 
things that God bath prepared, for thoſe that 
love him, That Wiſdom, and Knowledge, 
that Joy and Peace, and Conſolation thar pal- 
ferh all underſtanding,he will reveal and com- 
* municate by his his Spirit ro them thar love 
him, and truſt in him, and rely upon him,and 
receive teaching from him ; he will feed them * 
with Food in due ſeaſon, he will bring the for- 
mer and the latter Rain, and they foal be & : 
Trees planted by the River of Water, and bring 
farth Fruit in due ſeaſott, and their Leaf ſhall 
not Fade or Wither. * : 

This harh been London's Wonder, and Eng- 
Iand's Wonder ; How comes it zo paſs that 
{uch a People's Leaf hath nor Wirhered, nor 
Faded, as many have done ? Our Roor was by 
a River. If we had ſtood in our ſelves, if our 
Dependance, and Support, had been upon Do- 
Etrine, Teners, and Commandinents of Men, 
| : | then 
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then our Leaf, would have been upon the 
Ground as well as others ; bur becauſe we 
have been upon our Root Chriſt -Feſus, that is, 
always green, both in Summet, and Winter, 
therefore our Leaf harh nor withered, ro the 
Praiſe of Ged, and the Honour of his Name 
be it ſpoken : He hath preſerved us, for we 
have no Power of our ſelves, no more than 
others, bur we truſt in God, and have recei- 
ved Power from Ged, to ſtand as Wir- 
nelles for him ; we have truſted in the Lord, 
and he hath ſtood by us, and del ivered us, 
when we were compaſſed about with Dan- 
gcrs, and difſtrefles ; if we continne ro truſt in 
him till, he will bring us through all our 
Tryals, and Troubles ; and he will be with 
us, and never [cave us ner ferſake usAt we take 
him for our God, we ſhall never need any 
other, : 

We read that Senacherib King of Aſſyria, 
ſend Rabſhehah ro Feruſalem,co Hezekiah with 
a great Army, ſaying, hat Confidence # this 
wherein thou truſteth ? and he ſpake alſo to the 
People, and cryed with a loud Voice, - Hear you 
the Words of the Great King of Aﬀflyria, Let 
19 Hezckiah deceive yeu, for he ſhall not be 
able to deliver yeu ; neither let Hezekiah make 
you truſt in the Lord, ſaying, the Lord will de- 
liver us, Hezekiah he went and Prayed to the 
Lord, ſaying, O Lord of Hoſt, Ged of Iſrael, 


_ that dwelleſt between the Chirubims, thou art 


the God, the God alone of all the Kingdoms of - 
the 
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the Earth, thou haſt made Heaven and Earth, 
incline thine Ear O Lord, and hear, open thins 
Eyes O Lord, and ſee and hear all the words of 
"Senacherib, which he hath ſent to Reproach th: 
Living God, &c. And we read that after 2 
had.preſented his Supplicarion before the Lo ./, 
The Angel of the Lord went forth and ſmote in 
the Camp of the Aﬀſyrians, One hundred four 
ſcore and five thouſand, and when they aroſe ear- 
ly in the Morning, behold they were all dead 


ar 

hus-you ſee whar came of it ar laſt, and 
thus it hath been .in -our day, rhey thar truſt 
in the Lord, he will deliver them, and they 
ſhall never be aſhamed nor Confounded, bur 
as for all other Gods, they that truſt in them, 
ſhall be confounded and covered with ſhame, 
_ they and their Gods, will periſh roge- 
ther. 

And now my, Friends, I beſeech you all ro 
*have reſpect to this great dury of putting your 
whole truft in the Lord, who is the living God, 
and he will be always preſent with you, and 
- work in you both ro will and rodo of his 
- :good pleaſure ; he will ſupport and preſerve 
-  yauinall your Tryals and Sufferings, thar 
you may be Veſſels of Honour to bear his 


Name in the Earth, and ſo ſound forth his 


Praiſe to the following Generations, 
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His Prayer after Sermon. 


Mot Glorious, Infinite Powerful Father, 

who haſt Created us and given us Life 
and Breath and Icngrhened our our rime-to this 
Day, and haſt long waired to be Gracious to 
us, and art ſtill waiting upon the Sons and 


{ Daughters of Men, holding forth the hand of 


thy Love, and offering thy Grace and ten- 
dring Salvation unto them, and haft brought 
a day of Viſitation upon the Inhabirants of 
this City and Nation: Glory, Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving be to thee, O Lord, that by thy 
Power haſt inclined the Hearts and Conſct- 
ences of the Sons and Daughters of Men to 
ſubmir ro thec, and bowed their Necks ro the 
bleſſed and eafie Yoake of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
that they may do thy will on Earth as ir 1s 
done in Heaven: They that are Travelling 
and diſtreſſed and afflicted in their Souls be- 
cauſe of their Bondage, do thou ariſe living 
Father, and reveal, and diſcover thy Power to 
them, ſhew them the excceding--greatneſs of 
thy Power, that they may truſt therein, and 
be ſafe; make bare thine Arm for their Sal- 
yation : Thoſe that are flumbring in their Pro- 
feſſion, ler them be awakned, and bring ro 


thine Heavenly Kingdom thoſe that have Paſo 


ſed through thy Refining Fire, and whom 
thou haſt Cleanſed and Sanctified: Powerful 


Father of Life carry on thy Work among thy. 
D 


People 
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People every where, gather them that are 
{cattered and bring back to thy ſelf thoſe thar 
are wandring and out of the way, and ſeek- 
ing the Living among the Dead ; Lord reach 
them and let them hear a Voice behind them, 
and gnide them ro thy Holy Mountain, that 
they may be brought ro the path of Life, and 
ro the place which thou haſt provided for thy 
little Flock to meer and Feed rogerher, Of- 
fering unanimouſly the Sacrifices of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, which thou haſt ordained and 
appointed in thine Houſe. Bleſſed and Pow- 
ertul Father, all thy little ones be pleaſed to 
ſurround with thine Almighty Power ; and 
where-ever they are, ler them feel thy preſep- 
ving Hand, delivering them from the evil of 
the World: We pray not thar thou ſhould'ſt 
- take them out of rhe World, bur to preſerve 
them from the Defilements and Polluticns of 
ir: That a Holy People may ſerve thee the 
. Holy God, and bear thy Holy Name upon 
their Hearts, that, that above all may be ex- 
alred and Magnified, and humble Thanksgiv- 
ings and Praiſes may. be given unto thee, 
through Jeſus Cariſt, for all thy love thou haſt 
manifeſted, and for thy abounding Merciecs, 
and renewed Favours which we have received 
ar thy hands ; to thee living Father through 
Chrift Jeſus rhy welt beloved Son, in whom 
thou art well pleaſed, be all Honour, Praiſe 
ard Dominion renderd by us and all thy Peo- 
ple, from henceforth, and for ever, Amen. - 

\ Sermon IV, 
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SERMON Iv. 
The Standard of Truth. 


Preached at Grace-Church-Street, 
May 29. 1692. | 


T HERE is an Univerſal Standard of 
Truth that God hath ſer up over all 

the Sons and Daughters of Men ; he hath gi- 
ven the Knowledge of it in and through - ? 
ſus Chriſt ; he hath dealr it out.to them, that 
they may be capable of joining and adhering 
to the Truth, and to be delivered from Erer- 
nal Condemnation. This Standard Mea- 
ſuring Rule is revealed and manifeſted in eve» 
ry Man and Woman, by the Light that ſhines 
in their Hearts, by which they are able to 
diſcern, and to give a ſound and ne Jong 
ment ( if they are but willing ) upon all ebesr 
own Ways. A Man or Woman may know in 
every Ward they {peah, in every Action they 
do.,- wherher they ſpeak and do according 
| D 2 ro 
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ro the Truth, 'or whether they are juſtified by 
the Truth in what they ſpeak and do. 

T rell you, my Friends," this is no ſmall 
Mercy that Mankind hath obtained at the 
Hands of his Maker, that he is brought into 
a Capacity of nor acting Blind-fold, bur thar 
he.may ſec his Way and his own Inclinations, 
and paſs Judgment upon them, Whether they 
are good or evil; Whether they will ſtand 
juſtified in the ſight of h.s Maker, or whether 
they will be condemned. 

I confeſs the Vail cf Ignorance that is come 
over the Sons and Daughters of Men, through 
Sin, Tranſgreflion and Rebellion, is very grear. 
And I tnay ſay, as the Apoſtle ſaid, Some time 

you were Darkneſſ ; And what can Darkneſs 
{ec> Whatcan Darkneſs diſcover > The Lord 
our God, that made us, hath nor left us in that 
State of Darkneſs, Blindneſs and Ignorance, 
Þbnt rhrough the Riches of his Mercy and 
Goodneſs, hath found our a way ro command 
that Light ſhould ſhine out of Darkneſi, into 
Peoples Hearts, for all that the Devil did ro 
darken Man, to alienate and eſtrange him from 
his Maker. 

The ſame Almighty Power thar faid in the 
Creation, Let there be Light, and it was fo, 
he hath ſhined into our Hearts, and the Way 
by which he harh done ſo, is through the Me- 
diaror , through Jeſus Chriſt rhe Redecmer, 
in whom the fulneſi of the Godhead dwells. He 
hath received Power from his Father, not on- 


ly 
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ſy ro be Light and Salvation, but ro imparr 
and communicate of that Divine Light unto 
rhem, even unto every one that cometh into the 
I1rld, that ſo by means thereof they may be 
delivered from their Darkneſs, and Ignorance 
of the Mind of God, that they were liable to 
in the Fall, and might be reſtored through the 
Mediator to a capacity of judging of their 
ovn State as the Lord judgeth, and of their 
own Actions , and of their own Words, and 
Ways, and Inclinarions. 

This is the Standard which God hath pitch- 
ed in every one of your Boſoms for the Trial 
of your ſelves, eirher for Juſtification or Con- 
demnation of every Word and Action. 

Now, to make every one ſenſible of the 
greatneſs of this Blefling : Conſider ir is nar 
only given to augment and to encreaſe Know- 
ledge, but it is given on purpoſe to allure 
and perſwade Men into a liking of Truth, 
into a love of Truth : The Apoſtle eſteemed 
it a wonderful Mercy that came by_Chriſt, 
He hath ſent him to Bleſs us, in' turning every 
one of us from the Evil of his Ways, ſo that here 
is a Capacity that the Sons and Daughters of 
Men have , through the Mediator, of being 
turned from the evil of rheir ways and doings, 
ro that which is well-pleaſing ro God. 

The next Work, after God hath wrought 
thus mercifully for the Sons and Daughters of 
Men, is, That they would be good ro rthem- 
ſelves, and merciful to rhemſelyes , and rake 
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piry 'of themſelves, by a due improvement of 
the Grace and Mercy, and Kindneſs of God, 
that he hath beſtowed freely upon them, and 
in bringing all their Deeds to that Srandard, 
all their Words and Actions ro that Rule, 
that ſo whatſoever they be, or how many ſo- 
ever, if they do not anſwer that Standard and 
Rnle,they may deny, withſtand ard refiſt them, 
that ſo they may keep our of Condemnation : 
For the Apoſtle declares ir plainly without 
{cruple, There #s no Condemnation to them that 
are in Chrift Feſus: If he had faid to them 
that profeſs Chriſt Jeſus, there had been a 
large Laritude, eſpecially for theſe Nations ; 
- but the Words are limired, and you will find 
them ſo, that is, to them that are in Chritt 
Feſus, and (as if he ſhould ſay) that you may - 
know rightly whom I mean, I mean ſuch 4s 
walk not after the Fleſh , but after the Spirit. 
They thar are in Chriſt, walk after his Spirir, 
for, they that have not the Spirit of Chrit, are 
none of his, but they that are his, walk after 
the Spirit, the Spirir of Truth, and there is 
no.Condemnation to them. 

It is not only the Scriptures that Ratific 
and Confirm this Doctrin, but you your ſelves 
are all living Witneſſes of the truth of rhis,thar 
ſo far as you do act and ſpeak in Obedience 
ro the Principle of Truth thar God hath plant- 
ed in you, you feel no Condemnation upon 
you : Such a thing I did ar ſuch a time, and 
I had no Condemnation : Why ſo ? Becauſe : 
| di 
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did it in Obedience, and Subjetion to” thar ® 
meaſure of Grace thar God ſer up in mez 
and ſuch a thing I did, for which I was Cons 
demned ; Why fo? Becauſe'I did it accordink 
to the inclination of my own corrupt Mind, {| 

and in contradiction to the 'Truth thar operi- 
cd in me. | 
My Friends, I would have you in point of 
tle Doctrin of Chriſtianity ro be the ' berzer 
tor what you Read and Hear; ir is poflible 
for me to Preach the Truth, and you may be- 
lieve whar I ſay, and you may read the Holy 
Scriptures, and have the belief of what you 
read; but if you come to a ſenſible feeling of 
the fulfilling of the things you hear, you will 
give a greater Seal to the truth of the DoQtrin, 
than by all you have read and heard, * and 
you will grow wiſe to Salvation, by trying and 
experiencing the effect of every _ you 
underſtand ; and not like the Carnal Men of 
this World, that have not Faith, that mind 
only their Worldly Profirs and Pleaſures, ſuch 3 
are Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſh; but I would . 
judge of Actions and Words, according ro- 
truth, and according to the effect I find 
in me: I did ſuch a thing, and I had Peace in 
the doing of it, I feel no Reproach, no Cons .. 
demnation upon me; here is a way for Peo- * 
ple to grow up in the Life of Chriſtianity, to © 
keep to the Standard of Truth, for wherher * 
Men will or no, they muſt do it ar laſt, and 4 
D4 mity_ 
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may now it they pleaſe make a Tryal of their 
Words and Actions. | 
As for the molt part of you, you are pot 
paſt P:/ate.: Pi/zde could make that enquiry, 
What is Truth? faith he; And I confels it 1s 
nor lcng ago, 1t 1s within the Memory of Man, 
that a wore ſcrious and berrer ſort of Pecple 
were confounded with the Darkneſs and 1g- 
norance of thoſe times, that they were ready 
ro cry out, What :s Truth? And wicre 13 
Truth > Their Eycs were fo blinded, and 
things were ſo jumbled and ccnfuſed by the 
Diſpu:arions thar Men raiſed, that made things 
ſo dark, that People could nor ſee their way : 
bur God who hath commanded the Light to ſhine 
eut of Darkneſs, hath brought a G's: rous Day, 
hath diſſipated, and (ſcattered,. and driven a- 
way a grear deal of that Fog and Mitt, thar 
did overſpread Men's Minds: As many as 
have ſincerely ſought the Truth in the inward 
Parrs, they have found a Divine Principle of 
Truth, rhat hath a ſelf-evidencing quality in 
ir ſelf, to convince the Minds and Conſcicn- 
ces of the Scns and Daughters of Men, thart ir 
is the Truth: And to this the ' Lord hath 
brought moſt of you, to be ſenſible of ſome- 
thing that is Truth in it ſelf ; There are ma- 
ny things thar are true in the words of them, 
many true Expreſſions, bur there is Truth in 
ie ſelf, the Efſential Truth of God, which as 
it is in God, is Everlaſting and Eternal, and 
will ſtand over all Error, and Falſhood and De. 
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ceitz as the Truth in Chriſt Jeſus, ir is a 
Standard and Rule for Men to act by : He hath 
given it ro the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
and as it appears in them, it is either-a Judge 
ro condemn them , or a Saviour to ſave them: 
from theic Sins, and (o to juſtifie them. | 
Now that which concerns us, is to find out 

. that Meaſure of Truth, or Manifcſtation, or 
Principle of Truth, which it hath pleaſed God 
to reveal in our ſelves : And whoſoever will 
turn their Minds a little while inward, into 
the ſerious ſearch and conſideration, how the ® 
Lord hath dealt with them, they will find they 
are not quite deftirure of Truch. One that 
makes ir his practice to Lye, Cheat, and Cozen, 
is not utterly deſtirure of Truth, for there is 
a Principle of Truth in him, that doth Check 
and Reprove him for his Theft, Lying, -and 
Falſhood, and he lives under Condemnation 
himſelf : He cannot draw near to the God of 
Truth upon any occaſion , bur his Lying and 
Falſhood ſtands in his way. Now if ſo be tha# 
this Lyar be made ſenſible of-a Principle of 
Truth in him, and do but bring his Words.and 
Actions to the Truth, ſo much of it as he knows 
will make him leave Lying and Deceiving, 
and to practiſe Truth ro eſcape Condemnation, 
if he will bur leave Lying and Falſhood, and 
live in the Truth, and ſpeak the Truth to his 
Neighbour, he wilt find another State, Con- 
dition and Frame in his Soul than there was 
before : He is now more at Peace, and hath a 
D. 5 Clear 
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Clear and Serene Way to come to Gcd by 
Prayer, and for pouring out his Supplicarion, 
which he had nor before ; for he had barred 
up his own Way by his Sin, which lay conti- 
nually at the Door ; IF thou' doit not well, Sin 
lies at the Door, faith God to Cain; fo when 
you. do Evil, you cannot bur know it ; when 
you are Drunk, or Swear, or tell a Lye, and 
deceive your Neighbour, and carry on the de- 
ſign of finful profir, thou knoweſt it, whether 
Men know it or no, and God that made thee, 
® knoweth it, and there thy Sin lies at the door, 
and blacks and bars thee out, that thou canſt | 
not offer thy Prayers tro God with that clear- 
nels, as if thon hadft ſpoken the Truth ; ſo 
that it highly concerns every one of us to be 
waiting upon God for the diſcovery of his 
Truth to us ; and then we muſt embrace, 
adhere, and join to the Truth, as our chiefeſt 


, Bur ſome will ſay, this adhering and joyning | 
to the Truth isa hard Leſſon : Ir is pretty eaſie 
' to find our a Principle of Truth, that ftanderh 
againſt and oppoſeth all manner of Evil : Very 
few now adays will deny a ſetled Principle of - 
Truth in every Man, that judgeth Falſhood 
and condemneth Deceit, and witnefſeth againſt 
it in others, and in themſelves ': Bur this ſame 
joyning , and adhering to it, that cannot be 
done without a Croſs to a carnal mind. 
Now if the Croſs of Chrift be not taken up, 
there is no good Chriſtianity among us ; where 
this 
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this is neglected, ir ſpots and ſtains the Pro- 
fcflion of Chriſtianity, becauſe ir is (o directly .: 
oppoſite ro the Doctrin of Chriſt ; He that wilt 7 
be my Diſciple mu#t, it is not, he may if he ? 
will, but He muſt take up the Croſs of Chriſt 3 
and follow Him. There were a ſort of People 
that were never like to be made Chriſtians; 
that would be cxempt from raking up a daily 
Croſs, therefore he preſſeth it upon them ro de- 
ny themſelves and rake up his Croſs and follow 
him. No man is like to live a Chriſtian Life - 
withour raking up a Daily Croſs. 

This I cannot do ſays one, I know how to 
carry my ſelf among Chriſtians with Seriouſneſs, 
Sobriety and Warchfulneſs without ſhaming 
any Profeſſion, bur I cannor deny my ſelf, I 
cannot contradict my own Will: This is that * 
which keeps a man from leading a Chriſtian | 
Life. Then he cannot deny himfelf and take 
up his daily Croſs. | 

Now it is come to this, now a days when * 
a Light is broke forth, and Men haye a Prin- - 
ciple of truth in their own Hearts, It comes to * 
this ; ſaith one, I ought ro be Holy in a/l manner 
of Converſation, and. to be Warchful over my 
Words, and have my Converſation Honeſt and 
Juſt wirhour Deceir : See what a deal I know, 
yer I can never Live this Life for all I know ir 
{o well, I cannot take up a daily Croſs which 
is ſo much againſt the contrary inclinations 
working in me ; then the Queſtion I put ro my 
ſelf is, Shall I rake up a Croſs of no ? . 
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”. Here it comes to the point with every Man 
or Woman after they come to the knowledge 
of this Srandard of Truth : If the World would 
bur come to this Rule and Standard, there 
would be no morc Cheating, Couzening, no 
more Fraud, Deceirt nor Emvlation, nor War 
-and Bloodſhed; if Men would, but in every 
thing they do, anſwer the Principle of Truth 
ia themſelves, they would put the Queſtion 
- 'to themſelves, Shall I rake up a daily Croſs 
or no ? Shall I deny my ſelf thoſe Pleaſurcs 
. thatmy Conſcience doth condemn ? And thole 
ungodly Gains thar I ſeek after by Falſhood, by 
Lying, Prevaricating and Departing from the 
Truth ; ſhall I do this, rhar I may be Rich 
and Great in the World, or ſhall I not ? 

| You know what I ſay, many of you, and 
have pur this Queſtion to your ſelves, and ſcme 
have made a good Anſwer to it : I will take 
np my Daily Croſs by the Grace of God, this 
Standard of Truth ſhall be the ,Rule of my 
Words and Actions to my Dying-day. 

They that have learned this Leſſon and ob- 
rained Peace with God through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that have not only made a Reſolution, 
bur performed ir in Act and Deed, by the 
Power of Chriſt's Croſs, they will be Purified 
and Sanctifed and Waſhed from their Old 
Converſations, and Have their Converſation in 
Heven ; that is, Live after a Heavenly Man- 
ner, Live a Godly Life here upon Earth, when 
, they have come to this Reſolution, and alſo to 


the PraQtice of it. I 
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I would defire, and it is my Labour, that you 
that hcar me rhis Day, that are aware of what 
I] am ſpeaking , viz. The Standard of Truth, 
the Principle of Truth , - that unerring Guide, 
which is placed in the Conſcience of every 
Man, thar Juſtifeth or Condemneth his Actions 
and Words ; You that come to be aware of 
this, that you =_ all come to this Godly Re- 
ſolution in your ſelves, I would have this Di- 
ſpute carried on in every one's Boſom ; when 
the Queſtion is ſtared, I would have ydu real- 
ly Anſwer it, ſhall I guide my Actions and 
Words according to this unerring Rule or no ? 
I cannot rell whar to ſay , ſay ſome, there is 
danger in it : What danger can there be to an- 
{wer that which a Man knows to be Truth ? 
I will tell you what danger: The World is 
Perverſe, and moſt Men live out of Truth, 


- and the Devil is a Cunning Adverſary, and he 


would have none live in it : He abode not in 
the Truth; and he would not have us live in 
ir, nor regulate-our Words and Actions by the 
Truth in our own Souls: Whar if moſt Men in 
the World pervert the Truth > Whar if fo 
few walk in the Narrow Way, and ſo few come 
to Life Erernal, therefore is that an Argument, | 
I muſt not come there ? ſhould ir nor ſtir me 
up to greater diligence, that by any means I 
may beof the number of that few that ſhall ob- - 
tain Salvation, and nof go with.a great Com- 
pany in the Way that leads ro Deſtruction ? If 
we improve our Times and Seaſons, and Op- 

portunities, 
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- and he hath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into 
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portuniries, and Mercies, and Bleſſings, thar 
are youchſafed ro us, we ar laſt may obtain 


Life Erernal. 
But ſome may ſay, I muſt fir down in De- 


\ ſpair; for I cannor come thither of my ſelf, 


though I do whar I can to Work out my own 
Salvation, There is a Decree againſt me, Whar 
though I ſhould Pray never ſo much,and ſpend 
my Nights in Grief and Sorrow ? If I be de- 


-. creed tg Eternal Damnation, there is no help 


for me, no hope that I ſhould eſcape ir. And 
if I be decreed to Salvation, though I take my 
liberty to Sin and be Looſe and Wanton as 
others, it cannot hinder me from attaining Sal- 
yation ar laſt, 

For this Reaſon m1ny have laid aſide the Spi- 
ritual Warfare againſt Corruption , and zWeir 


- Spirirual Travel, that they will do nothing in 
- order to their Everlaſting Happineſs ; there- 


fore they think they had as good take their 


' Pleaſure : Bur,my Friends, the Caſe is not now 


ſo with us ; Let every Soul among us praiſe 
the Lord for his Mercy, in expelling thar thick 
Clond of Darkneſs, which is vaniſhed and 
gone * This I know, and I hope you'do all be- 
teve that God doth every where, and in every 
Nation call Sinners to Repentance and thar 
He delighteth not in the Death of him that di- 
eth, but rather that they wpuld turn and live ; 
and in order therennto, he hath given his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt ro be a Saviour and a Mediator, 


our 
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our Hearts to give direction to us in our Way : 
Now our Duty is to make Improvement of 
thoſe Viſitarions of Mercy that God hath be- 
ſtowed upon us in order to our Salvation, and 
not live in Rioting and Drunkennefi, Chambers 
ing and Wantonneſi, Strife and Envying , and 
following the Faſhions of the World : Bur we 
muſt York out our own Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling. 

Burt ſome will ſay, Is nor this done already ? 
Is it not already wrought by our Saviour and 
Mediator ? Chri#t hath taſted Death for every 
Man, and laid down a Price for the Soul of 
every Man. 

Bur yer there muſt be a change wrought in 
us ; there muſt be a tranſlation of our Souls 
from one ſtare to another : This is called inthe 
Scripture, Regeneration, and being born again z 
this is called a being baptized into Chriſt, and 
deſcribed alſo by other Expreflions : Bur the 
matter is , to change thy Lite , for there is a 
ſinful Source of Wickedneſs, thar is ſtirred up 
by the Motions of the Powers of Darknels | 
and our own Concupiſcence, but God is al> 
ways ready to bring us under the government 
of his Holy Spirit, that will us into all - 
Truth ; and this cannot be done withour a 
Crqſs : Burt the Queſtion lies. here, Shall I 
take up this Croſs or no ? If do, it wall * 
Crucifie me to the World, Let me ſee, How 
much do I love the World ? A grear deal : + 
But do I love the World better than "es _ 

? 
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Soul * Phat will it profit me to gain the who'e 
World, and loſe my own Soul 2 Or what ſhall I 
ive in Exchange for my Sou! ? I cannor ger to 
eaven wirhour denying my ſelf, fer-ame rake 
care of my Immorral Soul ; I am a poor Crca- 
ture, I will ſerve the Lord my Maker, and 
make it my buſineſs to glorifie and _- him, 
He can ſnatch me away by Death when he 
leaſeth , therefore I will labour thar my 
houghts, Words, Actions, and Converſarien, 
may anſwer to that Rule, thar he hath ſer before 
me, asa Standard of Truth, ro ſquare and re- 
gulare my Actions by : I will not live any lon- 
ger in Vanity, as many do, I do not know bur 


my Breath may be ſtopt ro Day before ro Mor- 


row, therefore, To Day, while it is called ro Day, 


IT will hear God's Voice and not harden my Heart, 
but receive that Council thar is offered ro me 
for the benefir of my Sonl ; I am bought with 
a Price, I am none of my own, I will live to 
him thar died for me, I have more reaſon to 
live to Chriſt and ſerve him, that ſhed his pre- 
cious Blood for the Redemption of my Soul, 
and to be ſubject ro him, than ro be ſubject 
to Chriſt's Enemy, to the Prince of the Power 
of the Air, that Rules in the Childrcn of Diſo- 


bedience ; I will rake up a Reſolution to ſerve . 


God, bur I can do nothing of my ſelf, «but, The 
Grace of God which brings Salvation, will teach 
me to deny Unpodlineſs and Worldly Luſts ; 
and to live Riobreouſh, Sobetly and Godly in 
this preſent World, Take heed of bcing de- 
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ceived and beguiled, for there is no way will 
bring you to Heaven, but an Holy and Un- 
defiled way. | 

Therefore come and take this Standard of 
Truth in your hands to guide you in your 
way, that you may neither turn to the Rights 
hand nor to th? Left; this will ſhew you rhe 
way you ſhould walk in, and be like the Cloud 
and Pillar of Fire to the I/-ae/ites in their jour- 
ney to Canaan, which was a Type of Heaven, 
the Cloud they could fee by Day, and the Pil- 
lar of Fire by Night; ſo this Standard of Truth 
will dire& you in your Travel to the Heaven- 
ly Canaan: Let this be Rule and Meaſure of 
your Qpoughts, Words and Actions. 

If a Workman that is a Builder hath a Rule 
to work by, if he goes On and never examines _ 
his Work by his Rule, bur makes his Eye _., 
his Rule; if he doth nor bring his Rule * 
to his Work every little while, ro ſee 
whether his Work be right; if he worketh on 
and never mind his Rule, Whar ſad work 
will he make 2 Bur a Prudent Skilful Work- 
man will ſay, I will nor truſt mine Eye roo 
much, bur I witfl look to my Rule, my Rule 
will nor fail me; if there be bad work, it will : 
diſcover ir ro me, that I may mend it before 
I go any further : Thus a diſcreet Workman 
will often bring his Rule to his Work, and 
uſe his Line. and Plummer that he may make it + 
| Workman like; He will ſay, if I ler my Rule 
| -: alone and not make uſe of it, but work as T 
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pleaſe and truſt ro mine Eye, no wonder if I 
make bad work, and what I build fall down 
again and tumble abonr mine Ears. 

You to whom God hath given the Standard 
* of Truth asa rule and meaſure to Govern your 
+ Thoughts, Words and Actions by. Let every 
thing be tryed with it before you die and leave 
. this. World : if you do fo and make this your 
daily practice, then ask your ſelves, and you 
will be able to tell your ſelves and tell me, 
and ſay, I have now obtained more hopes of 
Gods Fayour and a greater ſenſe of his Love, 
and goodneſs ro me than ever I had before. 
The Apoſtle doth exhort us ro alk Circum- 
ſpeRtly not as Fools, but as Wiſe, Redeeming the 
time. We have ſpent a grear deal of time in 
vain, ler us now be Wiſe, and Improve our 
__ time for our Eternal Advantage ; ler us walk 
- CircumfpeAly; that is, look round about us, 
- . Conkider our ways, and try all our Thoughts 
Words and Actions, by the Standard of Truth. 
To Day (My Friends) while it is called to Day, 
hear the voice of God, and harden not your 
Hearts, and receive that Heavenly Counſel, 
that is tendered ro you, thar you may be 
partakers of the Inheritance, among the Saints 
in Light, 
yo 
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Lefſed and Erernal Father, thou haſt broughr 
forth thy Glorious Name, and revealed 
thy- Power and thy Mighty Arm ; and thon 
haſt cauſed a Remnant to bow and worſhip 
at thy Appearance: Thou art Wonderful; thy 
Majeſty is Great ; they thar do behold thee, 
will, with Reverence , Worſhip before thee. 
Thy Power is gone forth, and hath reached 
the Hearts of thy People ; thou haft humbled 
them, and ſubjected them ro thy Divine AL 
mighty Power, that they might a in the 
Earth ro the Praiſe and Glory of tby great 
Name : And, O Lord, as thou haſt begun a 
great Work in "the Earth, ſo thou-haſt com- 
mirred this Work to thy Servants and Chil- 
dren, that bear thy Name among the Sons of = 
Men, thar they ſhould ſhew forth thy Righre- 
ouſneſs, among the Inhabitants of the Earth: ; 
and our Souls have faid many a rime, Who is 
ſufficient for theſe rhings > All our Fitneſs * 
and Sufficiency, our Meetnefs and Preparation 
is from thee: Do thou reveal thy Power, and 
make bare thy Almighry Arm.” We have 
found thy Preſence from day ro day, and 
haſt upheld them that know rhy Love. 
gracious God of Life, herein we have 
ragement to go on in the Work which thou 
haſt called us to; hereby we are enabled ro 
Worſhip before thee, and to offer up living 
Praiſes 
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Praiſes unto thy great Name, for that Refreſh» 
ment and Conſolation, which thou haſt miniſtred | 
unto thy People : And, O living Father, we have 
never waited on thee in vain ; whenfoever we 
have met together in thy Name, we have found 
thy Divine Preſence, and the opening of the 
Treaſures of thy Love, of thy Wiſdom, and | 
of rhy Favour to thy Children : So that from 
day ro day, and even at this day, thou re- 
membreſt thy People, and thou giveſt them 
freſh occaſion to draw nigh to thee, and re- 
ceive their daily nouriſhment and ſtrength from 
the _— of thy Power: O living God 
of Life , gather up the Hearts of thy People | 
'more and more, -and draw them into a near- 
nels to thy ſelf, rhar their Underſtandings may 
be more and more opened to diſcern thy 
Will, and ſubje&t themſelves tro thy Wit- 
dom, thar every Thought that is exalted a- 
gainſt thy, Divine Power and Living Vaice in 
their own Conſciences, may be brought down ; 
thar ſo all the Nations of the Earth may bow 
before thee ; thar ſo thy Truth may reign, 
and thy Power may be exalted, and the Righ- 
teouſneſs which rhou haſt revealed, may ſhine 
forth more and more, in the brightneſs and 
| of it, and enlighten thoſe thar are afar 
that they may be brought to ſeek after 

. And, Living God of Life, let thoſe that | 
are bowed down under the weight of Sin, be _ 
ſupported and raiſed up, and thoſe thar are 
weary and heavy laden, ler them have reſt to 


their 
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their Souls, Powerful God of Life, keep thy 
People in a freſh and living Senſe of thy Love, 
and of thy Heavenly Vertue, by which rhou 
nouriſheſt rhy Children , and farisfieſt them 
from day to day, not only when they are mer 
together , but when they are ſeparared from 
one another : Ler thy People be preſerved 
from the Evil of the World, while they are 
in it, and let thy Wiſdom and Power give 
them Vidtory over ir, that thou mayeſt have 
the glory of all thy Mercies and Bleſſings, 
vouchſafcd to them : For thou alone art wor- 
thy, who arr God over all, Bleſſed for ever 


and ever. Amen, 


SERMON V.:- 


The great Duty of Remem- 
bring our Creator. 


Preached at Devonſhire-Houſe, 
April 6. 1692... % 


TH ERE is ay One Living and True 

God, Creator of Heaven and Earth; whom 

we are obliged ro Serve and Worſhip ; 1 =_ 
a 
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ſo much Charity as to believe, there are none 
among ns bur will own and acknowledge 
this : And my Soul wiſhcth that this OQbli- 


* gation did always reſt upon every ones Mind, 


that they might remember their Creator, thar 
hath given us all Life and Breath, and conti- . 
nued all our Bleflings to us, that ſo every one © 
mighr apply their + hw unto that Univerſal 
Duty, that we are all convinced of. 

And they that are thus employed and cx- 
erciſed , they are conſidering how, and after 
what manner they may quit and diſcharge 
their Duty, and perform the Obligation thar 
lies upon them, ſo that it may be accepted at 
the hands of God ; I ſpeak now of thoſe that 
are conſiderate, not of thoſe that go on in a 
Form of Religion, and matter nor, nor regard | 
whether they are accepted 'of God or no ; | 
but all thar .are conſciencious towards God, 
they are deſirous ro ſerve God, and worſhip 
him, ſo as they may be acceptable ro him, 
ſo to pertorm Duties, that they may receive 
their Reward, and thar Encouragement that 
God in all Ages hath diſcovered and made ma- 
nifeſt ro. be in his Purpoſe towards rhem thar 
-rruly ſerve him. 
| When People come to this Conſideration, 
how they may ſerve God aright, and wor- 
ſhip him acceprably, the Lord is nigh unto them 
to: inftruct them , ro teach them , and guide 
them in. that Way that is Everlaſting : And 

| - *14 , ['? bleſſed 
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blefled be his holy Name, a great many in our © 
days have met with this Divine Teaching and 
Initruction, and are taught in this Age, as in 
former Ages, to underitand the Worſhip of 
God that he requires, thar is in Spirit and 
Truth; and do find that the Father doth ſeek 
ſuch Worſhippers, and where he finds them 
he rewards them, and they haye an Anſwer . * 
of Peace in their Boſoms, and *they are en- 
couraged to go on in the Worſhip and Sers 
vice of God, to the end of their days. 

And it is a great mercy and benefit, a great 
Blefling thar God hath beſtowed upon a Rem- 
nant, to open their Underſtandings, to ler 
them ſee and know the way of being near ro 
Gad, that ſo they may know whom rhey Wor- 
ſhip; for you have Read, there have been 
Worſhippers that do Worſhip they know nor 
what : As our Saviour ſaid ro the Woman 
of Samaria, You Worſhip you know not what, 
we know what we Worſhip; ſo all thar are 
raughr of God do know which is the firſt Lef- 
ſon of Chriſtiagiry, as the Apoſtle ſairh, He 
that cometh to God, muſt firſt know and believe, 
Thas he is, That is, People muſt firſt be ſen- 
fible, thar there is a God, and that be is a Re- * 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him, before > 
they can rightly Worſhip him. "MN 

Now, for want of this knowledge, the Warld 
is ſcatrered, and People are divided into a- 
great. many forts of Worſhips, and 2 
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l s and ways of Religions, for want. of the Know- 


ledge of the rruc Worſhip, of the Truc and 
Livipg God ; fo that though Men are Univer- 
ſally Convinced, that there is a God, and that 
a Worſhip is due to him from every one of us, 
yet People are confounded, ſcarter'd, and di- 
vided abour the performance of their great Du- 
ty: And in the Day that the Lord hath viſired 
his People he hath cone to Anſwer this doubr, 
and Queſtion for them ; ir hath been the grear 
Qeſtion of the World, and is ſtill of many 
Thouſands, I know we ſhould Worſhip Ged, 
bur I know nor the way and Manner wherein 
ro find acceptance ; The Lord hath Anſwered 
that Queſtion in abundance, They that bave 
Ears to hear, let them hear what the Spirit ſaith ; 
there is a ſhort Anſwer to ir all. 

Ler People profeſs what Religion they will, 
there is no acceptance with God, bur through 
Chriſt ; ſo that if People come to be of. this, 
and thar, and the other Religion, and change 
their Religion never ſo often, and go from one 
Religion ro another; If they come not ts 
Chriſt, rhey come not to him; in whom they 
may find acceprance ; in him God is well plea- 
ſed with every one, but our of him, he is plea- 
fed with never a one: The great Myſtery of 
Religion, it lies in Chriſt ; People muſt come 
to God, by Faith in him, for wizbout Faith it 
is impoſſible ts pleaſe God ; ler People perform 
never {o much ſervice, and duties, all muſt 
p46 through the handsof the Mediator, before 

| ever 
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_ ever their will reach unto God, 
or before Peace and Comfort will reach to 
any Man's Soul. Therefore, it is the wiſeſt 
way for every one that would have accep- 
' rance with God ro come to him, in the Name 
of the great Mediator: Teogle would be 
to have acceptance with God, and nor to have 
their Services turned back upon them, as 
Cain's was ; Now, every one that will have 
acceptance with God, muſt come this way, 
there is bur one way, it is nox the way thar 
Men have invented, ſome by their ds 
and Merits, ſome by their made Faiths, a 
made Beliefs, and by divers Articles and Prin- 
ciples, holding this Principle, and the other 
Principle ; but our Lord and Creator, he harh 
found our one way in his Infinite Wiſdom, 
and unſpeakable Mercy ro Mankind, that was 
for ever loſt, and could never return to God 
by all his Sacrifices, Offrings and Per- 
formances, he was never able to return into 
Unity with his Maker, if God had nor fi 
out a way, and the way that God hath 
out, is by his Beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt ; God 
ſpared nor. He ſpared nor what ? He ſpared 
" not his only begotten Sm ; Why, what did he 
do with him ? He gave bim for the Life of the 
World, in him that God gave, there is Life: 
; Tt pleaſed the Lord that bis Sin ſhould have 
Life in him, as the Father had Life in bimſelf ; 
for Chriſt was with the F, before the 
World began ; in him = Life, ant the Life 
was 
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Created Lite, that Life that is in his Son is 
not a Created Life, bur it is Eternal Life, and 
* It was given for: the Life of the World, and 


| . © that Life is. the Light of Men: This 7s ' the 


:#rue Light, which lighteth every Man that com- 
eth into the World : So that here is the Dig- 
nity of that Life which God hath beſtowed 
upon us, we are indued with that- Life, which 
was with the Father through Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
fore the World was: Let us conſider the 
Digeny of that. Light, that we are lighted 
Wwiri. 
— The Queſtion. is, whether we ſhould obey 
this Light -or no : Ir is the queſtion of every 
one, . I am enlighrned, faith a Man, ſhall I 
obey it or no? If I obey, I muſt take up a 
Croſs, and part with my beloved Luſt and 
Corruption : No doubt of that, we muſt per- 
ſwade People ro do that, before we can bring 
rem tro Heaven and Happineſs, and Fellow- 
ſhip with God ; it-muſt nor be by that way 
they loſt it, but by the contrary way, by 
which God will bring 'Men ro Happineſs a- 
«Bain * They loſt ir by Tranſgrefion, and Sin- 
ning againſt God, by this way and means Men 
"came our of the Preſence and Favour of- God, 
but by what way ſhall they obrain it again ? 
Shall it be by committing Iniquiry, and break- 
ing God's Law? No, here is the way that 
God hath found our to bring poor Man back 
again to himſelf, by the Suffering men 
tence 


was-the Light of Men, John 1.4. It was no |, 
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dience of his Son Jeſas Chtiſt : He hath given 
to him all Power in Heaven and Earth, that all 
ſhould be ſubje&t ro' him, here is a' Digniry 
which Chriſt hath ohrained. . 1999: 

Ir comes to the Queſtion with us whether 


we are —_ now we know we are En- 


I:ghrned, God harh beſtowed ſomething upon 
us, that Wars and Fights againſt Sin and I- 
niquity : How came we by it ?* Is it any fa- 
culry in Nature > No, Nature is Corrapred 
and Defiled, becauſe the Carnal Mind 1s en- 
mity againſt God, for it' is not ſubjeft to the 
Law of God, neither indeed can be; yer there 
is ſomething in-me that.anſwers the pure Law 
of God, that. which makes me to' hate "things 
that are Reprovable, that is, Light : How 
came I by ir? Ir is not Natural, for then'1r 
would run Parallel with that Natural Incli- 
nation that is in my Soul, to lead*me further 
and further from God. Theſe afe ſer in- op- 
poſition one againſt another, the Fleſh and the 
Spirit ; The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and 
the Spirit againſt the Fleſh : Here 1s 'parr of 
an inward War, that you my be all ſenſi- 
ble of. Now, theſe rwo Warriers, the Fleſh 
and the Spirir, make War one againſt 'ano- 
ther, and one of them is overcome : Ir is true, 
there is-ſuch a Principle in me that ftrives-a- 
== Sin and Corruption ; How came you 
y it ? If you believe the Scriprures, I ſay, ir 
is the Life of the Son of God, that lighteth 
every Man that cometh into the World, Now, 
E 2 many 
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many that have rejected and deſpiſed the 
Lighr, I believe they did not think at the 
lame time to mock, and make a ſcorn of rhe 
Life-of Jeſus, tho, it was really ſo.; bur if 
People come to a true efteem and value of 
"that Light that God hath planted in the Soul, 
; they will give more reverence and reſpect ro 
it. Ir is this that brings thoſe that Preach 
* Chriſt, to Preach him in thoſe Terms, and 
' under thoſe Denominations that he is nigh 
We do not doubr of Chriſt's being born of a 
Virgin in the Land of. Canaan, and that he 
wrought Miracles, and Preached many Godly 
Sermons, and that he was Crucified, Dead, 
| and Buried, and Roſe again from the Dead, 
for theſe things are certainly true ; but we 
would have him our Saviour in this Age, we 
would have..a nearer knowledge of him, and 
A ſenſe and feeling of the virtue of that Power 
'by which he ſaved them that lived in former 

: He is not a Chriſt and a Saviour of 


| not Chriſt, will nor be RE 
him, if be any Age. wherein he is nor 
| known: There is no other Name under Heaven 

: «by which you can be Saved; if you ask, where 
is this Saviour? Say not 3n thy Heart, who ſhall 
Aſcend into Heaven, that is, to bri ng down 
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deep, that is, (to bring up Chriſt again from- 
the Dead?) The Word is mgh thee, even in thy 
Mouth, and in thy Heart, that is the Word of 


Faith, which we Preach. He is nigh thy Sonl,. - 


he is the Lord of Life,. and a Quickening 
Spirir, if I know that Quickening Spirit, after” 
this I know the Lord Chriſt ; _—_ he comes 
to work in me by his Power, changing my 
Heart, and tranſlating me from Death to Life, 
then I know the true Chriſt: God hath mani-- 


fefted in all ages, rhar ir is the Dury of Peo-- . * 


ple to come to the knowledge of rhe Son of- 
God,” for: he hath ſent forth his Spirit for to 
teach us, and to lead us into all Truth. 


For when Chriſt was with his Diſciples, he” 


told them that he would pray the Father, and” 
he ſhould ſend the Spirit the Comforter ; and* 
when he came he would be known by his 
Divine and Inward Teachings and O - 
ons, guiding and i9oy apy into all Truth ; 
that was his work ro : But whar ſhalt 


other Folks do ? He will be made known to - | 
others too : When he comes, He. ſhall convince 


the World of Sin : So that his work to his- 
Diſciples was, to lead them into all Truth ; 
and his work to the World is, to convince the 
World of Sin > Who will deny bur that there- 
is a- Spirit.in our Age, as well as in other 
Ages, that will convince Men of Sin ? Is this - 
the Spirir of God, that convinceth the World * 
of Sin, or is it the Spirit of the QUAKERS- 
only ? . When People come ro confider ate. of 
Ec.3; and. 
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and truly how they may ſerve God aright, , | 


they will find: there is no-ſerving God aright, 
_ wy Fra to Chriſt the Mediator, thar 
in and by him they may pur up Supplicarions 
to God, and od EE miedk ar 
the hands of God Peace and Comfort, and there 
- 1s ne other way nor never will be. 

The Jews, they had another way, they had 
an outward way of ſerving God, th:s ſtood in 
divers Offerings, Sacrifices, Waſhings and 
Obſervations ; this was a way of Worſhip of 
God's own Inſtitution ro that Pcople, bur 
what came of ir > When the Apoſtle came to 
oraſp it, he ſaid, The comers thereunta were 
not made perfet.+ What were the Tranſgrel- 
ſors of it then ? They that would Sin,on, and 
continue in Sin, and not bring a Goat or a 
Ram, or other Oblation ; they that did ob- 
ſerve ir, and came up to the point of the Law, 
they did bring their Offering when they were 
convinced of their Sin : If a Man finned, he 
was to bring a Hee Goat, and to bring ir to 
the Door of the Tabernacle ; but when he 
finned, the Conſcience of fin, the guilr of fin 
remained upon him. For it was impeſſible, 
faith the Apoſtle, hat the Blood of Bulls and 
Goats ſhould take away the Sin: Fer if the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats, and the Aſhes of an 
Heifer ſprinkling the Unclean, Santificth to 
the Purifying of the Fleſh, how much more ſhall 
the Blood of - Chriſt, who, through the Eternal 
Spirit, Offered himſelf without Spot to God, Purge 

yeur 
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your Conſcienc:s from Dead Works, to ſerve the - 
Living God ? 

When there is no hope of attonement and 
reconciliation with God, by all thoſe Offer- - 
ings under the Law, he tells you of one Offer- 
ing of the Son of God himſelf through the Ete:- - 
nal Spirit, by which he became a Propitiation ; + 
for thus will it do, If I believe that Chr:{t 
offered an Holy Offering to the Father for 
my ſins, I believe he offered his Body, and 
that through the Eternal Spirir, that he might - 
be a Propirtiation for fin, and rake away tn, . 
| and 'have power over Sin and Death, and. _ 
| conquer Death and Darkneſs : The Apoſtle- 
drives the matter farther, you muſt come to . 
rhe inward Work of this ourward Offering, . 
this Erernal Offering, thar was in .due rime 
Offered to God ; you muſt come ro know the 
Operation of it by the ſprinkling of the Heart 
from an evil Conſcience; ſo that there was to 
| be an applicatory Faith 'for the offering of 
thar: The way to a Saviour was not made 
Man, no more than the way of Salvation by 
Chriſt was found our by Man, no more than 
=_ application of the Benefits is effected by * 


an. 
Where ir pleaſeth God to call a People by 
his Grace, he calleth them to his Son, nor by 
this and the other Form: No Man cometh to 
me, (aith Chriſt, except the Father which hath 
ſent me draw him : The firſt rhing that a Man 
or Woman comes to be aware of, is the ſe- 

E.4 cret. : 
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cret ſenſe and feeling of the Lord's Divine 
Power upon the Heart, to ſeek Chriſt Jeſus, 
as ſoon as they feel this and embrace ir, this 
is a Token of the Love of God ; I hope all 
this Congregation will acknowledge that they 
have ſometimes felt his Drawings, and that 
they have not embraced and cloſed with them 
fo well as they ought. | 
When People are aware of theſe drawings 
inwardly to Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, and 
are ſenſible that they ſhould with care and in- 
tention cloſe with them for the good of their 
r Souls, and that it concerns them to be 
Happy in the other World, that is to come, and 
therefore reſolve to be led by theſe drawings 
of rhe Spirir of God ; theſe are not Weeds 
| thar grow in the Fields Naturally : Theſe are 
ſparks of Divine Fire kindled in the Hearts 
of Men by God himſelf; No Man comes 
unto God, till God cometh to hint and touches 
him, and gives him ſenſe and motion ; theſe 
are the tmoriohs and ftirrings of God's Holy 
Power in the Hearts of many that are wicked 
and abominable, yet the Lord doth not de- 
ſpiſe the work of his ewn hands, bur reacheth 
to ſuch. | 
When the Lord meets with thoſe that De- 
* Fpiſe nor, but highly Prize this wonderful 
Grace, and cloſe with ir, and are glad of it, 
ſuch a one ſaith, I feared rhat the Lord had 
forgotten me, and had paid me_by, and had 
done with me, but I ice he viſits me again, 
an 


Remembring our Creator.” 101: | 
and he hath viſited my Soul this day, inclin- - * 
ing me to walk more png; 
to his Love, he hath doubled hi 


hath rouched my Heart, and I will pour our 
my Soul in Supplicarion, ſeeing he hath rouch- 
ed me, he will take hold of me by his Pow- 
er, and he will keep me from being any more- 
drawn away, I will live in the ſenſe of his- 
Power and Mercy that keeps me Night and 
Day, that I may encreaſe in it and grow in 
Grace: When the Lord meets with-ſuch a 
one, | he will draw him into the way that he 
hath appointed, None can: come .unto me, faith 
Chriſt, except the Father which hath ſent me 
draw him, If I am drawn, into what Form 
ſhall I go now, and what Ordinance ſhall I 
take up now ? This is all under Feer, this is 
none of my work, I will come to Chriſt the - 
Mediator, and he will take rhe Governmegt- 
and Rule of me, ir is not my beſt way to 
ſtudy for a Form and an Religion, I 
will wait upon that Power that hath thus 
touched my ty that he may by degrees- 
bring me to the Obedience of Chriſt. wn 
But ſome are ready to ſay, who and whar+ 
is this Chriſt Jeſus you are (peaking of,. | 
that immediate Chriſt Jeſus thar is Exrant and * 
Preſent, that I am to have tro-be the O ?..1 
of my Faith? Thar I may believe in him,  * 
and come to Acquainrance with him, - that I? 
- E-:5 - mayy 
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may partake of the Life of Chriſt Jeſus, and *' 


have it Communicated to my Soul. 

We have nota thought, or a word to ſpeak, 
that may Derogate from the wonderful Grace 
of Chriſt, who died in his perſon on Earth for 
the Salvation of our Souls : Yet we muſt know 
that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be Spiritually 
preſent with us, and take the Government of 
-us, and we are to be ſubject ro him: How 
ſhall this be? I am ſpeaking of one that hath 
felr the Fathers Drawings when he draws them 
to his Son, and draws them ro ſomething that 
is Holy and Pure, This God the Father hath 
'begotren : We read in Scripture, that God hath 
begotten Chriſt who is the only begotten of the 
Father. Ir is Rrange, you will ſay, tro ſpeak of 
begerring Chriſt again, God begers Chriſt again, 
thar is, ſpiritually, he being the firſt-born in 
many Brethzen, in every true Believer, and 
there is a travel of Soul that Chriſt may be 
Formed in'him. See what Travel of Soul 
the Apoſtle Pau! falls into the ſecond time, for 
rhe Galatians : They were a brave People, 
they worſhiped God in the Spirit, and believed 
11 Chriſt Jefus, and afterwards they came to be 
\:duced by falſe Prophets, and falſe Teachers, 
that ſer them abour their Works, and told them 
That they could not be Tuſtified and ſaved with- 
our their own Works: Theſe falfe Teachers 
taat came among them, were as bad as Popiſh 
Priefts and Friars: Ir is not your Obedience 
to Chriſt, and the Spirit that will ſaye you, 


you 
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you muſt be doing : So theſe Poor People were 
deluded and bewitched, to give you the Apa- 
ſtles own Words, and fo they were Infatuated, 
and drawn away from the Simplicity of the Goſ- 
pel, and they thought by the works of the Law 

to obtain Salvation ; The Apoſtle writes a 
Legrer ro them, and tells them that he trave/led . 
in birth again till Chriſt was formed in them F. 
If this was not Scripture it would look like a 
ſtrange work, there muſt be a forming of Chriſt, 

a Birth there muſt be, and a begetting ; Who - 
muſt beger in this and that moment, bur the 
ſame thar begar from the beginning, the ſame is -- 
the Father, he begers Chriſt in all rhat believe 
and obey rhe Goſpel. He is begetring ſome- - 
thing in me that is Holy, though I be unholy; 
the Father by the Operation of his Divine - 
hand begers ſomething in me that is Holy : 
This I find though I am not fo good as I ſhould . 


- be, I have thar given me that willtell me, that 


the more I adhere and joyn my ſelf in my +- 
Defires and Aﬀections ro this. good Principle; . 
the more I ſhall partake of the Quality of ir; © 
this good Principle, though ir be like” 2 /z2tle 
Grain of Muſtardſeed, T cannot tell whar ro: - 
compare ir to for Littleneſs, in Compariſon! of- 
the Great Lump and Maſs of Sin, Corruprion 
and Filrhineſs, that Wars againſt it, ' yer this _ 
will Overſpread all that is bad and make'me 
Holy as that is Holy, Pure as thar is Pure, and 
ro have a Love to Him from whence ir came, 
even ro God and Chriſt, ir will gather the 
- Aﬀections 
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 Aﬀections from Corruptible things, and place 
' ghem upon things above. | 
This Faith-tells People thar it is the ſubſtanc 
of things boped for, and the evidence of things 
not ſeen, ſuch a ene lives by Faith, ſuch a one 
thar comes to be joyned to thar, thar is begot- 
ten of the Father, He lives by the Faith of the 
80n of God, and can do nothing of himſelf 
bur through Chrift that firengrhens him, he 
. fays unto God, F& perceive I can do nothing 
withour thee, I cannor Pray unto thee, nor 
ſerve thee, of my ſelf I can do nothing accep- 
tably, bur through Chriſt the Mediator ; ſuch 
a one becomes like a little Child, and he muſt 
be Led, and who muſt Lead him bur the 
Spirit of Chriſt ? 

You canner Preach, ſaith one to him, unleſs 
you be moved by the Spirit, You cannor Pray 
rill = be moved by the Spirit; How ſhould 
F? No, withour him F can do nothing, I can» 
not Preach, nor Pray, nor do any thing A 
rable ro God the Father byr by Chriſt, and 
Hath Revealed him in me. . 

This is nq new Doctrine, we-ſee the new and 
Living way, it was an old way to old Chri- 
frians, and a new way to the new ; and ſo a 
Thouſand Years hence, if the World. laſt ſo 
Jong, Men will ſee that they canner do any 
| thing pleaſing to God, bur as they are gather- 


| - edinto Chriſt, they will ſee their own Righ- 


. teoulſneſs, works and doings will avail them 
nothing at all, This is all laid a the feer of 
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Jeſus 
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Jeſus whom God harh exalted to be a Prince and _ 
a Saviour, to be Lord and King, _ 
Now my Friends, we are engaged in this -? 
Age, abundantly engaged to offer thanks to God, - 
through Feſus Chriſt, thar he hath provided and 
| opened a way for the ſending forth the Spirit - : 
| of his Son: And that God hath gathered a 
People, and hath made known ro them the way 
of Life, rhat they might walk in ir, but there 
| is no walking in it but through a Daily Croſs, - 
| and ſelf-denial : Ir is not likely that a Man 
| ſhould be brought back ro God the ſame. way . 
4 


that he went our from God, and the P 
and, Apoſtles do allude to this turning to God, 
When thou turneſt afide to the right Hand or to + 
the left, thou ſhalt hear a Voice behind thee, ſays 
ing, this is the way, walk in it, There is a 
Voice that calls ro People in our Days to look 
behind them, for they are our of the way: | 
This Prophecy is falfitled in our Day, we can» 
not turn away from the good ways of God, 
bur we may hear a ot gn us, ings 
thou arr firming agal and breaking 
Holy Law of God... Now if. 
ir muſt be by the Croſs; I will nor return vo - 
God, faith one, I have Pleafure, Profit and 
Honour, and whatſoever my Heart can defre + 
m this evil way that I am walking in, if I re- - 
- rurn I ſhall have nothing bur Shame and Re- 
proach, I ſhall be undone and ruimed; and T_. 
ſhall loſe rhe Favour and Friendſhip of . my * 
Friends aud Relations! I cangor rerura to God - + 


Fj 
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bur rhrough a Daily Croſs, and ſelf-Denial 3 


* Whar then? Ir's likelier to be the right way, 


by this bearing the Croſs. Chriſt tells us, Jf 
any will come after me let him deny himſelf and 
take up his Croſs and folloly Me.. This Voice of 
Chriſt calls me ro repent and turn from Sin, 
and giveth me a ſtrong Argument, thar it is 
true, thar it is the ſame way that will bring me 
back to God by the Mediator : Ir brings its 
- own Evidence with it, We need no Argyment 
to prove that it is a right way, its a right way 
becauſe ir is the narrow way, it is the. righr 
Gare, becauſe ir is the ſtrait Gate : Every bo- 
dy can walk in the broad way with eaſe, with- 
our any Croſs, 

When People are come thns far that they are 
convinced of their Duty, when they are called 
fo amend their Lives and Converſations, x0 
forſake their Sins and rurn to the Lord : This 
is the great Queſtion now, Have I Power to 
do this ? This Queſtion hath ſtumbled a grear 
many, when they have ſome beginning thoughts 
” of rurning to the Lord ; and ar laſt they have 
ſerled themſelves in a belief rhat they cannor 
do it; ir is true, and nothing truer, thar Men 
Convinced of their Sins, have nor Power to 
leavetheir Sins of themſelves, This is true, bur 
not all the Truth; ro Men that God convinceth 
of Sin, He gives them Power ro be made wil- 
ling ro forſake their Sins: 'He hath given Pow- 
er to all that are in Chriſt Feſus to believe and 


become the Sons of God,- then they have denied 
| ungodli- 


— 
_— 


mnt. 
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ungodlineſs and. Worldly Luſts, Tf they be the 
Sons of God, and /ive Righteouſly, Soberly and 
Godly, in the World. 

Bur what ſhall they do that are ſenfble they 
have not Power to forſake their Sin, rill God 
is pleaſed-to give them Power ? Such have 
nothing ro do bur to wait upon the Lord, for 
the giving of this Power, and then I have a 
Duty Incumbent to me to Anſwer this Power : 
The Apoſtle upon this ſubject tells us whar 
People are to do for their own Converſion : 
He aſcribes the Power of Converſion to Chriſt 
Jeſus; the Prophets and Apoſtles they tell 
us, there is ſomething for Man to do, that is, 
if he hath nor Power, he'is to be willing to 
receive it, The Apoſtle hath a notable Ex- 
prefſion to this purpoſe, He puts them in-mind, 
how they uſed ro do by the Devil, when they 
were the Devils ſervants, they did obey his 
Commands, and yielded their Members ſervants 
to Unrighteouſneſs, How did they yield > They 
did it Heartily with pleaſure and delight ; 
thus you did when you did not know the - 
Power of God, but now you are come to the 
knowledge of the Power of God, Tield not your 
Members as Inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto 
Sin, but yield your ſelves unto God, as thoſe that - 
are alive from the dead, and your Members as 
Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs unto God; . Rom, 6. 
13. Ler your Minds and Wills and Aﬀetctions, 
be joyned to that Power which God Viſited you 
with ; in Love to God, give up your Members | 
as Servants unto Righteouſneſs, " Here. 
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_ Here is ſomething. for Man to do in the 
Day of God's Viſitation ; Thy People ſha!l be 
willing in the day of thy Power, when they 
come ro*that, and experience that this ſhews 


that they are the People of God : Bur they. 


that are not a willing People, are none of 
God's People, God's People are fo, and I 
pray God make you all fo, to be a- People 
willing to be God's People, when he gives 
' you Power, and it will not be long before he 
ives you power to forſake your Sins, to for- 


Action, and Faſhion; he hath made Chriſt 


fus ro be Lord, and King, and he ſhall 


eft 
Ren over Death,” he hath made all things 
Chrift, and he is become rhe Saviaur of 
all Men, bur eſpecially of them rhar believe ; 
fo thar T would have a ſpecial Salvation, and 


thou wouldſt have ir roo ; Chriſt hath made- 
a way, and opened'a door for us to be- 


. ved, that we might have an abundant en- 

erawce into his Everlaſting Kingdom ; Burt I 
would have a ſpecial Salvation. rhat will inveſt 
me with rhe love of God in my Hear: before 
FT die, it is tro be had only through Chriſt, 


one come, and eyery Knee bow-to his Name, 
and every one muft wait for his appearing in 
the Spirit: When. Chriſt appears, Truth ftirs : 

ow, .if a Holy Divine Life is in thee, it is 
He ; if a Principle of "Trath ftir-in thee, ir 


is He: Fhe ſame Jeſus, only in-a ſmaller 
| Mani-- 


4 


ake this and the other fooliſh, Proud and vain - 


rherefore ro him will I come, to him muſt every. 
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Manifeftation, he that is Faithful in a little, 
He will -make him Ruler over much, This 18 
he that God hath ordained to be the Caprain of 
our Salvation, this-is that which we Preach 
in his Name, and teſtifte and declare to all - 
People that there is no other Saviour, No de- | 
liverance from Death and Hell, but by and, 
through him ; In him there is a Reconciliation, - 
and that Peace, which paſſeth all Underſtand- 
ing, and power over all thoſe things which ' 
have Caprivated us and made us diſobey our 
great Lord and Maker : Ler us wait for the 
. coming of Chriſt, He 5s owr King, our Lord 
and Law-giver, and he will us: This was 
the cry of his People of OI, for the glonions 
and great Salvation he hath given, and the 
work he hath Wrought ; Ler the Prayers and 
Supplications of all People that defire Salva- 
tion, be put up more and more, that he will - 
viſit the Earth, and give Power from above, _ 
and bring us into that new and living Way 
which he hath conſecrated for us through the Vail, | 
that is to ſay, bis Fleſh; to whom be Glory, 


for Ever and Ever. Amen. 


His Prayer after Sermon. 


MoST Bleſſed and Glorious Father, and  - 
Fountain of Life, and of all Living-bleſ- | 

fing, whoſe glorions day dawneth ; by thy 

Power thou haſt brought the Children of * 

Men out of Darkneſs, «that they might walk + 

: in o 
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© 1n the Light thereof; grear joy and ſtrong con- | 
** folatien haſt thou brought unto thine 1/-ae!/; 
unto the People that thou hait gathered' by 
.- - the Arm of thy Power ; thou haſt made them 
O Lord, to take great delight in thy ways, 
for thou haſt cauſed the Light vf thy Counte- 
nance to be lifred up upon us, and thy holy 
and divine Preſence hath gone along with us 
from time to time, through all thoſe ſtares and * 
' conditions, and through all thoſe trials and 
exerciſes that we have met withal, and thar 
thow haſt led ns through. © The right hand of 
thy - Power O Lord, hath with us, 
and therefore wg, have nor : and thy 
heavenly Bleflings have been rained down up- 
on us, thar have made thy Heritage ro grow 
and | become fruitful, to the honour of thy 
grear Name, and the eternal Conſolation of 
their Souls. And therefore O Heavenly Fa- 
ther, in the conſideration and feeling of the 
great things thou haſt wrought for us, and'for 
the continuance of thy Love to-us, our Souls 
are always ingaged to offer high Praiſes and 
humble Thankſgivings to thy great and holy 
Name ; and the ſupplications of our Souls, 
whom thou haſt quickned-and brought to life, ® 
are daily poured forth upon thine Altar, thar 
as thou haſt hitherto helped us, thy holy and - 
divine Preſence and Power may ſtill accom- 
pany us to the end of our days; .and that in 
all rhe Exerciſes and Tryals which*thou arr 


* pleaſed we ſhould meet withal, we may _ 
b * thy. 
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thy preſence with us, thar thy eternal Heaven- 
ly Power may ſurronnd ns, that ſo we may 
be more than Conquerors through Chriſt thar 
hath loved us; And O powerful God of Life! 
our Souls rejoyce; and our Hearts are made 
glad, ro behold the progreſs of thy Power in 
our day, - how thou haſt broughr down the 
mighry from their Seats, and haſt exalred thoſe 
that are of ſow degree, how thou haſt laid the 
Mountains low, and exalted the Inhabirants 
of the Valleys; O bleſſed Father of* Life 
and Power! praiſes, praiſes wair for thee in 
Sion ; and dear Father, by the operation of thy 
wonderful power, preſerve and keep thy Chil- 
dren, . whom thou haſt gathered, - into a living * 
ſenſe of thy preſence, that they may bow be-" 
fore thee, and be exerciſed in a daily, holy, 
divine Worſhip unto thee ; that fo 
God of Life thou mayeſt daily pour down thy 
Bleflings upon us, and delight ro manife 
ſelf to c our God'; and ler us live as be 
a People thar are gathered unto thee - O Lord 
God eternal carry on thy great work in the 
Earth, and make known thy power more 
more 3 there are many breathing ones, and 
many that cry to thee daily, Living Father, it 
is the operation of thy Spirit that- hath raiſed 
theſe breathings, and kindled theſe deſires in 
| them, and it 1s thou alone who art able to an- 
{wer them ; therefore living God and Father, 
they are committed to thee ; the Mourners, 


the bowed down, and thoſe that are laden 


with 
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with fin and iniquity, and that groan under the 
preſſure and burden of ir, ler their burdens be 
taken off, and the Yoke of Chriſt, thar eaſie 
Yoke be pur on, and let none of thy Com- 
mandmenrs be grievous to them, that they may 
be made meet to enter into thy Kingdom ; ler 
them be brought through the labour and tra- 
vel of Regeneration, and ler none be exalted 
mo the-Arry viſion and fight of things, bur by 
thy living Power be- riling to Erernal Life 
m their Souls : And Lord, we pray thee, fic 
and prepare all thy People for the work and 
ſervice which thou ſhalt be pleaſed ro call 
them to, that ſo thy Name may be exalted 
over all, and rhy -Fruth ſpread forth more and 


"more ; and ler all Error and Darkneſs be ex- 


.pelled, and ler the er and influence of 
thy Name be great in the Earth, that all 


thy ſcattered People may be brought home to 


e in thy Houſe, - that there may be Uniry 
Concord amongit them, and they may all 
- <p Heart and Mind, return, and aſcribe 
| and Honour, and Gtory to thy Holy 
Name, for all thy Bleflings; Mercies and liv- 
ing Refreſhments, that we have feccived at thy _ 
Hands, for thou alone art worthy, 'and God 

over all, bleſſed for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON vI 
The Divine Monitor : ; | 


'Or, Light from Heaven, 


Preached at Grace-Church-ſtreet, 
. June 19. 1692. 


T is a great Priviledge to the Sons and+ © 

Daughters of Men, that ir hath pleaſed God _ 
Almighty ro open a way, how they may come; | 
to the true Knowledge of himſelf : And Qi 
that there was a Heart in every one of us that”: 
could rightly prize this Priviledge, ' as vet © 
ought to do: for in the of the _. 
true God, conſiſts our true Happineſs, and. - 
without this, the mind of no-Man or Woman: 

: is 
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God, and to have that Acquaintance angCom- 
munion with the Lord that Man had before he 
Fell ; and they that have regard to that inward 
ſpark of Divine Love, they find in their. own 
Souls towards God, they will experience that 
the Lord is Merciful and Gracious, and Propi- 
tious to that which is of himſelf. | 

For tho the Soul is loſt, and Man is loſt 
through Tranſgreflion, and a great Alienati- 
on 1s happened between him and his Maker, 
yet the Mercy-of the Lord indureth fot eyer, 
and his kindneſs and favour ro loft Man is 
"ſuch, that he ſtretcherh our his hand all the day 
long; and preſents and offers to the 'Children 
of Men, a Friendſhip and Acquaintance, and 
a Communion again with him ; and tho' by 
Sin and Tranſgrefſion there is a rebellious 
' Nature grown up in the Sons and Daughters of 

E7 yer the Soul of Man is not wholly ſo, 
* there \s ſomething thar ſtrives and labours in 

Wcontrary way, -and perſwades the Soul ro 

turn again unto the Lord, and to wait for the 
| kogicie of God, and whoſoever hearkens 

with care and diligence to that divine Mont- 
tor that is daily drawing and perſuading Peo- 
le to ſeek after God, they come to under- 
and that the Lord is nor fo angry with Man- 
kind, bur his Love and Mercy and good Will 
ches rowards all the Sons and Datghters 

of Men, and the Bar that hinders their Com- 
munion with God, and Peace with God, ir is 
not in the Lord, bur it 1s in Cant” and - 

IP. there- * 


Pg 
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therefogg the Remedy muſt be wrought in 
themſelves. 

This is evident to every Fye, that there is 
ſomething gotten inzo Mankind, . which the 
Holy God cannot own, and can never have 
fellowſhip with, thar is, another contrary Spi-3 
Þ + rit hath wrought upon the Souls of People, and 
© hath ſeduced and drawn them out to that 

which is Unholy and contrary ro God, and 
the rerms of God's Covenant with. Mankind, 
+ | - which is, that he ſhould forſake that which 
| ' the contrary Spirit hath wrought : Let the 
wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous Man 
[ hi thoughts, Why ſhould he forſake his ways? 
Pecan: -the Lord never led him into thoſe 
| ways. He that made him, never led him into 
them, bur the Devil, the Enemy of Mankind 
ſeduced him into thoſe ways, therefore the 
Creator cries out to him, Let the wicked for- 
fake his Ways, and the unrighteous Man bis; 
| Thoughts ;_ I cannot have Union with him a$s 


long as he walks in his evil ways, I can» 
not dwell in . his mind ſo long. as evil: 
Thoughts are in it; ſo may the Lord come» ©. 
plain of the works which rhe Devil hath” © 
wrought, thar Man is carried. away from: 
God by his evil thoughts, and the works-of the * 


| Devil. be 
Why doth not God deſtroy thoſe works, » 
when he is Almighty:and able ro do it > Very | 


true, God is ſo ; buthe hath offered to Man- * 
kind through the Son of his Love, a way and- - | 


- 
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means, how Man may come to be purged and 
cleanſed from the evil that the Devil hath 
in him, and how he may come to be | 
reconciled ro God : God hath nor choſen the 
way of Coertion and Force, and to work al- 
gether by irreſiſtible Power, that Man ſhall |] 
go to Heaven whether he. will or no ; there 
was no force uſed for his going ro Hell and 
Darkneſs, but it was the'choice of his will ; 
the Devil could not have forced Man, and led 
him away out of Covenant wirh God, he could 
not compel him to break the Holy Command 
of God, but the Devil tempted him, and he 
yielded ro the Temprarion, and now Man isdri- 
| .ven our of the preſence of God ; yer God hath 
found our a way for the Sons and Daughters 
of Men to rerurn again to him ; whar, by Force 
and Coertion and irreſiſtible Power ?: No, bur 
the Scriprure ſairh, he hath offered Faith and 
Salvation to all Men : He hath freely given ' | 
the Son of his Love out of his own Boſom, who | 
making himſelf an Offering for ſin, hath pre- 
ſented a way and means for Man's returning a= 

gain to God. 

- Now doth God preſent Chriſt ro us > He 
preſents him to the view of every one's Mind, 
- ro the underſtanding of every Soul ; he Offers 
- ..and preſents him for Salvation ro the ends of 
” *- the - There is Damnation come in by 
Man's being ſubject ro Satan, bur Salvation 
* comes in by his being ſubject ro Chriſt ; as 
Damnation came in by his being defiled, ſo 
bs Salvation | 
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Salvation came in by his: being cleanſed *: As 
the Devil is the er,ſo Chriſt is the Clean- 
ſer, and Man is the Object upon which bo 
do work ; aud they thar have been defiled a 
+ corrupted ( as weall have ) by the unclean 
| Spirit, can any of us'give a reaſon why we 
ſhould nor be cleanſed by the the Holy Spirit? 
| We have loft our right ro Heaven by Sin and 
Tranſgreflion in the firſt Adam, and can any 
give a reaſon why we ſhould nor be reſtored 
and Redeemed, by Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond 
Adam ? No reaſon can be given of our Re- 
demption,but that God is free in his Love,and 
Chriſt in his Offering : he hath offer'd himſelf 
a Sacrifice for Sin : Every Prieſt hath ſemething 
to offer ; this Man, the Man Chriſt Feſus offer- 
ed himſelf through theEternal Spirit, a Sacrifice 

for Sin : and now the Sacrifice is offered, and 

a Door is opened, and a new and living way 
* conſecrated through the Vail, thats to ſay, hu 
fleſh. ; 
Now who can be wiſe enough to find out 

4 reaſon why all Men enter nor in art this 
' Door ? For all Men run in at the-ether Door, 

which rhe Devil and A#am opencd rorun from 

God, all could run inar that Door ; Whar is oak; : 

the reaſon thar all 'run not in at thar Door © 

which Chriſt hath opened, and God hath re=” = 
vealed, and which coſt Chriſt fo dear to work 
our way back again, for Mankind to return 

; to God ? If we go about to eriquire into the 
reaſon, we ſhall find A very little, for there is 

| all 
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all the reaſon in the World we ſhould - ſerve 
God, and ſeek our own Happineſs, there is 
all rhe reaſon in the World we ſhould parr 
with Sin and Inequity, and with the Devil's 


_ Work, which he wrought if we knew bur 


How : Now this I ſay is a great Priviledge 


that God hath afforded ro the Sons and Daugh- | 


rers of Men, that _ may know. ; for her. 
the terms of the Goſpel and of Salvation are 
brought intoa narrow compals,rto a ſhort ſum, 


rhere needs no Catalogue of them, they that - 


will be ruled by the Wicked one, muſt have 
their part with him, and they that will be ru- 
led and governed by the Holy one, ſhall have 


- their part with him, chat where bt x, there : 


they may be alſo, 

Is this in the power of Man's Will ? No, 
there lyes the Miſchief in the will of Man, 
for you cannor but know by Experience, if a 
Man may have his own will, he will always 


run headlong to Deſtruction, and run in the: 


way of Wickedneſs : And if ever he comes to 
rurn our of that way into the way of Rrghre- 
ouſneſs, he muſt do it in a way thatis croſs 
ro his own will. Some have ſaid, becauſe 
we have ſpoken of the Free Grace of God in.a 


-» way that is univerſal, of his kindneſs tro Man- 
- kind rhrougn Jeſus Chtift, they have ſaid thar 


we hold Free Will, that Men mighr be ſaved 


if they would ; but alas, we have tried it, 


and we have an univerſal Knowledge that 


- 
-» 


” 


is able ro convince us and all the World, gy” 


« 


: 
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| 


do. 
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it is far from our-own will : Man is 
far being able ro ſave himſelf, 
from being ſaved by his own will, he can run 
on to Damnation, there is a Current goes. with 
his Aﬀection, and with his Cotrupr defires, 
they go with the Currenr and Stream, As long 
as a Man goes on in Sin, he Swuns down the 
Stream. 

Now many after they have long gon on is 
Sin, and their evil ways, they think of rerurn- 
ing ro God,. for they think there is a berrer 
way, a fſurer and a ſafer way for their Souls, 
than to go on in wickedneſs ; fo there is; if 
there be fo, fairh rhe fincere Soul, O thatI 
might walk in it, Why doſt thou nor ? I am, 
convinced tharT ſeea more excellent way than 
my way is, a better walking and Converſati- 
on than my Life is, bur alas, Ir is roo hard for 

e ro walk in ir. Why 2 Whar is the matrer ? 

hat makes it hard ?+ Becauſe of my own 
will, I cannot walk in ir and have my will, I 
cannot walk in it and enjoy my Aﬀe&tions aud + 
Defires, and my Intereft in the World ; This 
1s no wonder thar rhou relleft me ; now rhou - 
art convinced of a. better way, and wouldeft 
walk init, and thou canſt not walk in it, but 
thou muft rake up a Daily Croſs, we might all !: 
of us tell thar, and read 1r before, I pray God / 
you may came to read it within, what a Croſs 
It 1s you areto rake up, and what a,way it is 
vou are required to: walk in, that is the way _ 
of God, the way thar leads to Heaven, rag F 

F 2 Narrow. - 
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Narrow way ; the way that the Devil would 
- have you to walk in, is a Broad way, there is 
no Rub in it. | 
O, Would you-but once come to Experi- 
ence how hard ir is ro walk in that way that 
leads to Life, you will find thar you cannor 
Ao it withour ſelf-denial : Ir comes- to rhis 
= I read of ir before, but now TI tind ir ſo; 
| uch a Man, or ſuch a Woman, will ſeriouſly 
| apply themſelves to live blameleſs, harmleſs, 
and inoffenſive rowards God and Man, they 
-Will fer a Briddle, and a Watch before their 
mouth, that they may nor ſpeak a vain Word, 
they will rake care of the frame, and Temper 
, of rheir Minds, that they Sin nor in their 
"Thoughts, that they fin nor with their Lips, 
norwith their Hands : This is nor as I was 
wont to do, I was uſed to have my liberty, 
now [I find my felf yoked, T dare nor Sin ay, 
| =—_ God : Now I find by experience whar 
heard before,thar no _— = tollow Chriſt, 
airthour denying himſelf, - taking up a 
Daily Croſs. Ky ON 
Iwould have you experienced in this work; 
wicked Men think it is a-pleaſant Life ro fol- 
low the Devil work, and ro walk in the Broad 
way, but the way of ſelf-denyal-is nneafie, there 
is much ftrife, a 10n in that way ; if 
. T have a mind ro {} a Yain word I am Li- 
mired, if I havea defire-ro wrong my Neigh- 
tour, and cheat and defraud him, I am Limi- 
xd, I am nor to do it, that :belongs —_ 


Fight from Heaven. r2r 
Broad way ; if a Manwill ſeek after the Lord, 
and walk in the way of Holineſs and Righte- 
ouſneſs ; the end whereof is Peace, he will find 
it is a Narrow way wherein he cannot enjo 
his own will, ſuch a one muſt be a ny 
who ſaid,I behaved my ſelf as a weaned Child; 
thar is, as oge thar is Aﬀeraid to be Bearren. 

Burt thou wilt be ready to ſay, I am a Manz 
and nota Child, I am come now to be a Man; 
a Man of Parts, I have ſeen much, and rea 
much, - and wonld' you have me become # 
Child ? Whar a great Man was Davia?If you 
ſpeak of a Man, he was a Man of Dignity 
and Honour, a Man of Valour and Experi- 
ence, yer when he-ſpeaks with reſpect to the 
frame of his mind before the: Lord, he faith, he 
behaved himſelf 4s a weaned Child,as one that 
feared” to be beaten, - feared ro commit an Of 
fenc, he feared the Rod of his God upon lumy 
he feared Judgment would come upon him, 
he feared fom of Judgment upon his 
Conſcience, David was an Old Tel 
Man, bur he had regard to that which never 
waxeth old, bur it is the ſame in all rimes new 
and old; Alpha and Omega. Chriſt Jeſus was 

his Leader, before he was born of the Virgin 
Mary, his word was a Lighr to his- Feer, and 
a Lanthorn ro his Paths : David had Acquains 
rance wirh God, who did lift np.the Lighr of 
his Countenance upon him, 

And when Chriſt himſelf came to Preach ups 
en Earth, he faith _— every one that contegy  * 
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into the Kingdom of God, muſt” become 4 little 
Child : He muſt become as a little Child in 
Simplicity and Subjection, he muſt be under 
Government, he muft - become like a little 
Child;or he muſt in no wiſe enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven, they muſt nor think ro enter in- 
ro Chriſts Kingdom becaufſe-rhey are Men, 
Men of Parts, Men of Courage, Men of Un- 
derftanding, Learned Doctors, Maſters of Lt- 
beral Arts and Sciences : Theſe may help ro 
make them Men, bur they muſt be Children, 
all rheir Wir and Parts, and Manhood, Cou- 
rage and Valour, will do them no good, for 
Intle Children, Babes and Sucklings may -un- 
derſtand more than they of Divine Myſteries, 
and have greater Communion and Entercourſe 
berween God and their ſouls than they;fo rhat 
+ 5p ogra CO 2208 by Jef : 
| t is a way us 
Chriſt, for Man ro come again into the fayour 
of God, which is by Chriſt alone, norby any 
thing that a Man can do, Chriſt mnſt be their | 
leader and their Councellour;he alone can give 
them the true knowledge of God : No Mn 
can know the Father but the Son, ant{ him to 
whom the Son reveals im : Men can never 
attain to the ſaving knowledg of God by Study, 
and by Diiputarion and reading Books, and 
Commenrators, and OQbſervators of marrers of 
Religion : Time would fail me to (peak of the 
mullticudes. of Books that have been oy, 
DT [9 
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but the Knowledge of God : You muft come 
ro Chriſt for Divine Knowledge, Theology, 

the Knowledge of God, and Divine and Hea- 
venly things are from Chriſt, he ſhall have 
this Divine Knowledge, be he never ſo ſimple, 
that comes unro Chriſt for ir, he cannox have 
it any other way, for God hath ordaincd this 
way, faith God, he ſhall have ir of my Son, 
who is the Reconciler, the Mediator berwecn 
God and Man, he ſhall be beholding ro Chriſt 
for all. All Mensown works and labours will 
nor Tuftifie and ſave them, for God hath Com- 
mitred the whole work of Salvation to Chriſt: 
One would think ir ſhould be no grear matrer 
for Men to lay aſide their own works and Du- 
ries, and ſubmit ro Chriſt, bur Tell you it is 
very hard, and I found it.hard my ſelf, 

Men think by reading, and learning, and 
hearing this and the other Mens Notions and 
Opinions they may be edified and profired,and 
come to the true knowledge of God, but while 
they are waiting upon God in the way he hath 
appointed; they may receive knowledge from 

hriſt, and. be more certain and Infallible in 
what they do know,than by confulring all rhe 
wile Men, and Learned-Doctors in the World: 
For no Man knows all at once, and no Man. 
knows all things heither, it is,not a thing ne- 
ceſſary thar Man ſhould know all rhings in re- 
lation ro God, for as he is in hanſelf he is in- 
© comprehenſible, For 0 Man knows the Father 
but the Son, and he to whom thg, Sor-ſhall Reveal 
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him, Yet that which he knows of God he 
may know it as certain aad infallible. 

uppoſe a Man know nothing of God, bur 
thar he is the ſearcher of the Heart and trier of 
the Reins; There are many have read this, and 
ſay they know it,thar yer doubr whether there 
bea God or no: But when God comes within 
them, and convinces them of Sin, and Search- 
eth them, and brings Judgment upon them for 
what they have done, then they know Infali- - 
ble that God is the ſearcher of Hearts, T his 1s 
not a Mans work, this is the work of God ; if 
]. find God doth approach my Spirit, I know , 
It is Gods work, i ave now got ſome know- 
ledge of God, how came I by it ? who gave ir 
me ? No body bur he that hath all Knowledg, 
he that was with the Father from the begin- 
ing, and was Glorified with the Father before 
the World began, he gave me this Knowledg, 
and how did he give 1t thee ? By his Spirit for 
he hath ſent ferth the Spirit of hy Sen into my 
Heart ; and thar Spirit of Chrift ſearches the 
Heart, and tryesthe Reins : He tells me this 
1s Evil that thou haſt done, this 1s that which 
Gcd that made thee hath againſt thee, this 
rhoy muſt torſake, and this thou muſtRepenr 
*of, here I have an Infallibiliry of wharI know, 
bur I cannor ger Rid of my Evil. 

Now 1t I can believe in the Power by which 
my Heart in ſearch'd,and truft in him that hath 
begun ro deal with me, then his Work is nor 
only to reveal his Light tro conyince me, but 
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to put forth his Power ro convert me, fo that 
by the- Power of thar trurh by which my 
Hearr is ſearch'd, I come to be converted, and 
turned from my Sin, and break off from ir ; 
and when I am broken off from ir ; I am ſure, 
and have a certainty thar it is ſo, rhat I am 
broken off from ſuch a Sin,and rhat my Hearr 
1s rurned againſt it ; I am ſure that now I hare 
ir, and deteſt ir, and-thar God hath rurned my 
Inclinations another way:I am ſure this is Gods 
work, I can witneſs this Infallibly that ſome- 
thing is now done in order ro my Redemption: 
Bur there 1s ſomerhiug yer remaining to be 
done, Whar then ? I will go ſtep by ſtep, by 
following my Guide,I ſhall be ſureto be mak- 
ing ſome progreſs every Day, to that ſtare ro 
hich the Spirit of Chriſt wilt lead me : Theſe 
Perſons come to a certainty of knowledge by 
their own experience. 

Some will fay, rake heed of being deluded 
and deceived by the quakers, ſo ſay I roo; 
Take heed of being deluded by any body, if 
any go about ro perſwaide thee to believe, - 
= which thou knoweſt ro be..a Lie, 1 am 
ure they are abour to delude thee, I would 
have every one tohave and evidence in them- 
ſelves of what they believe. 

Doth a Man believe ſuch a One's a Drun- 
kard,becauſe the Scriprure declarethFudgmenr 
againſt the Drunkards, rhe Scripture faith, #75 
to the Drunkars of Ephraim ? There are Judg- 
ments denounced bp Drunkards' in = 
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Teſtament; conſider the Scripturedoth nor tell 
ſuch and ſach by Name, thar they are Drun- 
kards ; but the Spirir of 'God, by a Work and 
Operation upons a Mans Conſcience ; fingles 
"him our, and. charges him with the guilr of 
Drunkenneſs. 2 

There is grear emnation pronounced 
aginſt nk hos ng an bur it doth- 
not tell us who rhey are by Name, bur their 
Conſciences find them fo, and gives infalible 
judgment againſt them, 'and fay Thou art the 
Man, thou art a perſon that God doth Judge 
and Condemn ; Mhemongers, and Adulterers, 
God will judge ; but thar doth nor concern 
thee, and efteCt thee, excepr thou 'be one; I 
may read this anhundered'rimes in Scripture, 
and not have a' reflettion in my own Con- 
Tcince, except 1 be guitry : Bar when God 
meers with a gnflry perſan, . and Judgerh and 
 Condemneth him, there will be an, infalhibiliry 
mm what fuch a one knows. Tf a Whoremon- 
2h is reflected upon 'by own Conſcience, if ' 
is Conſcience re!l him he is the Man, if all 
the World ſhonld flarterhim and {ay he'isnor 
guilty, he wonld certainly know thar they 

rell him CES oye 

So that here 3s no ridance + 

mans Judgment, butw hs an viſe Judge 
im a Mans own Heart ; Who ſhall delude and 
deceive this Man, 'that hath this Experimental 
knowledge f T hoſe perſons will not deceive a 
Man -rhat would. rurn'bim from the evil of tiis 
| Ways 
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-of us may be ſo deceived ; faith rhe Apoſtle, 


' my of Gods, , that other People have - Adored; 
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ways, theſe do nor go abour'ro deceive him 
thar will re}! him he muft heaken ro thar Prin- 
ciple of Truth, and Holineſs in. his own Hear; 
they would decive him thar rell him he is-con- 
verted when he is not, and leave him there : 
But when he is really converred, and rurned 
from Sin; to God, ſome will rell him he 1s 


deluded, and deceived, I pray God every one 


WF are deceivers, yet True ; All that are tru- 
ly converred, rhouwgh Men cry our they are 
deceivers, though they are deceivers, yer true; 
they are come to the - Fc of the knowledge 
of God, through'Chriſt; and ſoſhall certainly 
Come to be partakers of the inheritauce that s 
amdefiled, and that fadeth not away. 

Friends, you know thar this hath been the 
Propoſition of all the Prophers, and Apoſtles, ( 
from the begining to this Day ; the thing thar | 
they have pro ſed tro the Sons,and Daughters 
of Men, hath been to inquire after the know- 
tedge of the true God : It hath been wonder- 
ful-ro confider, whar the 11 hath done to 
preſent divers Doctrines that he hath found 
out ; and ftired-upothers ro invent a Compa- 


and Worſhiped. Ir is hard ro find any Nation + .” 
thardo nor Worſhip ſome God,lr is natural for © 
Man 'ro-defire ro come to ſome God, he thinks 
he-muſtcome ro fome God,and cannot be hap- 
y if he -come not to God : Bur the Devil, 
invented many God, and fer the People# - | 
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Worſhipping of Idols, the Work of Mens 
hands, ch Gods rhar are ſo tar form helping 
their Worſhippers,that they cannor help them- 
ſelves, they cannot wipe off the Duſt from 
their own Faces, and if they fall down they 
cannot riſe again, 

Bur this is not our caſe, we have but one 
God Preached among us; and bur one Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; the Mediator berween God and 
Man : Our condition is happy in having bur 
ane God, in compariſon. of theirs that have 
many Gods. 

If the true God that you Worſhip were but 
truſted in, you would be the happieſt People 
in the World : If you do bur ſearch, you will 
Find rhat the Devil hath in this Narion, and in 
this Age, ſtirred up People ro Worſhip as ma- 
ny Gods, as he did in. other Nations in. Anti- 
ent times, among the. Sidenians, and Amo- 
rztes, and others, 

Bur you will ſay, we Worſhip one God, and 
rruſt only in one God, and one Chriſt,and one 
Holy Ghoſt, the only living and true God. 

Do not rell me what God a Man profefleth 
ro Worſhip, but whar God he rrufterh in, thar 
- gives it the Name. : Whatſoever a Man truſt- 
eth in, thar he makes .his God, whether it be 
Gold and Silver, or the Honours and pleaſures 
of this World, if he truſteth in. Aer ap ren he 
| maketh them his God, Let a Man bur ſearch 
*. and try himſelf,and he will find ſomrhing hath 
got a place in, his Heart, that he cannot on 
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with for Chrift ſake : He will be be ready ro 
ſay, I cannor part with my Houſe and Land, 
with my Wife and Children, and my Goods 


and Poſſeflions, becauſe I have a Confidence 


in them, and believe they will do me good, 
and be a aefence for me : I truſt that in rimes 
of Peril theſe things may do me good ; Here 
is a Divine Adoration, here is that rruft, rhar 
Confidence that all rrue Chriſtians ought ro 
have in the true God, and this is placed in 
theſe earthly things. : Now whereſoever the 
truſt, and Confidence is placed in Tranfito 
and Earthly periſhing things, theſe Men-tru 
in Tranſitory Gods, 

Nothing ſo ſhews that a Man makes the 
Lord his God, as when he caſts all his care on 
him, and puts his whole rrift in him, when he 
makea Profefſion and acknowledgment of his 
dominion and rneſs, and - of all his other 
Perfections,that by his Wiſdom he can procure 
for them all thar is , and by his Power 
keep off from-them, and ſecure them from E- 
vii. Wher I make the Lord my truſt and 
refuge, and rruft him for my God; chuſe him 
before-all the Gods of the Heathen, and rruft 
in him, above all things under Heaven, u 
the Account of rhe 'profundiry of his Wiſdom, 
and the Almightineſs of his Power; when a 
Man hath this ſenſe npon him, he will walk 
before the Lord with refignation of mind, and 


be willing to be ar Gods diſpoſal, and he will 


nor only give up himſelf ro God, bur he will _ 
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hearken ro him, ' and hear his Voice when he 
ak ro him. % 

God who at ſundry times and in diver? man- 
ners ſpake in times pe unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken tous by 
hs Sm. But, Where is his Son, you will ſay ? 
He's in Heaven. ; but though he is the H:gh 
and Lofty one that inhabits Eternity, yet he 
dwells with mech, humble, and contrite Hearts, 
that tremble nt thu word, If 1 be one of the 
number of rhoſe that tremble ar Gods word, 
I have Gods promiſe thathe will come Home 
0 me, and dwell with me : Ir is well for- 
thee ; if the over-ruling Power-of -God hath 
prevailed upon thee, that thou canſt be wil- 
fins to be at Gods Diſpoſal, and fay, Lord, 
What wouldeft rhon have.me'to-do ? 

Therefore Friends, I would :adviſeyon all 
in Love ro your Houls, that when God defires 

"your Hearts, you would give them -up'to him, 
that rhere he n—__ delighr re-dwell, and have 
his Habitation : Hearken ro-God:s Vaice, and 
thave regard ro -his Word, which 4s a more - 
fare word:than any .Mans.in the Weald: There 
4 a-more ſure Word of 'Prophecy, ſaithithe Apo- 
tle, untv which you will do well 201take heed, - 
This will check you, and-reprove you, when 
you do Evil, and ſhew you wherein you have 

ran{greſſed, and will encourage you, and be 
a Comforrto you, when you do that whichvis 
good. This will make you-wi/e-n0-Sulvavion, 
and throughly farniſh you and proc ya under- 

\ ſtanding 
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« NRanding for every good Work, This word will 
| rell you, this you muſt nor do, leaſt you offend 
God, and wonnd your Conſcience, and grieve 
rhe Holy Spirit .; this word will help you 
{o to ſpeak, as to adminiſter Grace tro the 
| Hearers .; ſuch 4.one as hath regard ro this 
4 word, hatha Chaplain \in his -own Boſom : 
Thar will dire&, and reach 'him.how to fteer 
his courſe, and order his Converſation among 
# Men, and how #0,ſerve God acceptably : Thus 
High Prieſts Lips, willpreſerve knowledge, even 
Jetus Chriſt rhe. Righreous, who {| 10 us 
in his Word ; we can .do nothing but by his 
Direction : If you come to him ro lead you: 
into all Truth, he will bring you tothe Fa- 
ther, and reconcile you to him, . that ſo yow: 
may obtain his Favour and Everlaſting Life ; 
t- when one of Chriſt's Diſciples ſaid, Shew us 
| the Father, . and it fufficeth us, Jelus ſaith unto: 
him, He that bath ſeen. me, hath feen the Fa- 
ther, And, how ſayeſt thou then ſhow-uu the-Fa- 
ther If you ſubject your 'felves ro 'Chriſt,: 
and to the government-of his Spirit, he wall.” 
bring youto:thar Life, and Immartalicy, that 
fadeth not away. 
I This bath -been -our Labour and Travel 
| from time to time, ro Preach Chriſt among 
you, and nor to.Preach.our ſelves ; and gather 
, + aThurch for our ſelves : bur to gather a Peo- 
le in ro Chrift, who is Lord of Heaven and 
arth : We would Preach Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lotd, we would. not have you.admure oy 
words 


132 His Prayer after Sermon: 
words and ſayings, and charge your memory .' 
with them : Bur we would have you remem- 
ber the words and ſayings of Chriſt, who is 
the great Mediator ro reconcile Man again to 
God, that you may know him by his Power, 
working effectually in your Hearts, we la- 
bour for nothing elſe, and we want nothin 
elſe : We are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God did-beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
Chriſt's ſtead, be ye Reconciled to Gad, That 
you may ſo live, that whether .,you eat and 
drink. or whatſoever you do, you may do all to 
the Glory of God, your great Creator, that hath 
9riven his Son to die for you, and Redeem you 
from all Tnequity, that you might be a putuliar 
People, zealous of good Works. | 
herefore ler God have all the Honour and 
Glory, for all his. Mercies, and Bleflings ; let . 


us render unro him hearry Praiſes,and Thank(- 
giving, for his wonderful Love, and acknow- 


* ledge that it is a great priviledge that we may 


obtain by Jnſus Chriſt, even ro be brought a- 
gain to have the knwledge of 'the living God, 
which we loft by our Tranſgrefiton. 
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(J Lorious art thou in thy | Appearances 0 
| Lord, and very worderful is thy Power, 
and thy ways paſt finding out ; And in this 

- thy Glorious Day, thou arr opening a way for 
the Sons, and Daughters of Men, to es 
, 


thee : And O Lord, thoſe whoſe Eyes * 
haſt o ,rejoyce and are glad,becauſe 


breathings. of their Souls are, - that their Feet 
may be kepr therein; and that they may make 
ſtrair ſteps in their way ro thy Kingdom : O 
| Lord, we are ſenſible thar our ſtrength, and 

our Power, and our Ability is only in thee; 


and therefore are the Souls of thy Children 
bowed and ſubjected to thee, —_— for the 


renewing of rhy Power, that as-our 'Tempra- 
tions are renewed from day to day, 
wouldefſt make known thy Power in us, that 
we. may feel the ftretching forth of thy hand 
ro ſave thy lirrle Ones, our of the hands of the 
Deſtroyer. And ſa powerful God of Life, 
break forth more and more in thy Glory, and 
make known thy Power, in expellin 


ing the 
Clouds of darkneſs and ignorance, and bring 


the minds, - and underſtandings of thy People, 
to know: thee more and more;rill they come to 
the bleſſed Inherirance, among the Saints in 
Light ; Holy and Powerful Father, break in. 
upon thy People by thy Almighty Power, and 
{carter the dark clouds of "Temprartion, and 
cauſe rhe light of Life ro ſhine upon them ; thou 
that haſt commanded rhe Lighr ro ſhine our of 


darkneſs, do thou ſhine into the Hearrs of the 
Sons and Daughters of Men ; Open their 


Hearts, that they may reeeive the Truth, and 
make render their hard Hearts, that they, may 


live to thee, that Created them, and give a 
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have ſeen the way of thy Salvation, and the 
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mere account to thee of their Thoughts, 
ords, and ACtions,and ler them rurn to thee 
before ir be roo lare to repent-'of them. Pow- 
erful God of Life,thy mercy and loving kind- 
neſs dorh abound, to a little Remnant rhar do 
believe in Chriſt, and do truſt in thy Name, 
thou haſt been with them in their Fiery Try- 
als and Tribularions, and to this day thow 
haſt been the glory of our Aſſemblies, and the 
joy of our Meetings : We are ſenſible of thy 
holy Power working in our Souls, and of thy 
renewing thy love upon us : All that want a 
fall ſenſe thereof, rhar are ſeeking and crying 
; afrer thee for it, O let them be brought ro 
+ * . a due fenſe of Gad : O, ariſe for rhe help and 
the comfort of the Sorrowful, the ſighing and 
— _.the needy Soul ; pour forth the treaſures of 
= thy love upon them that follow hard- after. 
thee, and for Deliverance, that ſo pow- 
erful God of Life, Praiſes may ariſe to thee 
for all thy Mercies, and abundant Bleflings, 
for thy goodneſs and loving kindneſs beftow- - 
ed upon us from time ro rime. Moſt power- 
falGod of Life and Lighr, ler the _—e of thy 
Favour be turned upon this Land 'of our Na- 
tivity- ; ſpare rhe Iohabirams of rhis Ciry and 
Narion, thar they may ſeek after rhee,ler them 
know the weighr of thy Hand upon them, to 
| bow them down to humiliry and brokenneſs.. 
of Heart, Give, them repentance. for -their 
Sins. ; living God of Life, diſplay thy Power 

ro all;from the higheftro the. loweſt omong " 
+ | ; p R an ; 
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and advance the Kingdom of our Lord T Je 
Chrift, ro whom, thou haſt given a Name. 
bove every Name, and ler ths Kingdom and 
Glory be cxalred over all, and fhine forth in 
| rthemidſtof us ; Bleſſed Father of Life, give 
| Wiſdom to our Councellors, that they may 
Councel for thee. Make known thy, will and 
ſend help from Heaven to all that ſtand in. 
need tbereof, and thar wait upon thee for 1 4; : 
Give them thy Holy Spirir, that they m TY 
uided in thy way ; Ler thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
[-—_ the Steering and Governing of all things, 
and ler Glory be rendered to thy 
worthy Name, and keep usin the love of God, 
andin Union one with another ; ler rhe ſtroke 
of the Power remain the Hearrs of all 


ter-rhem be bowed down al 
Worthip, and remain in a beli of thy 
Coen anc ACGTEOY 
| walk acceprably before thee, that fo Tranſ- 
{ greffion may be finiſhed, and Sin and 
may be pur to an end ; and rhar Truth-and 
Rigtnrcoutnets may be ſer up, and — 


Loveiand Power : All which we defire root- 


fer thee rhrou gh Jeſus Chriſt, whoart'Gcd 0- 
ver lll Blelled for ever andiever, Amen. © 


| whoſe Hearts thou haft ronched at — rio, — 


f 


us, and thar our vonk 007-09 rejoy ce in thee, 

we rhe w6 thy Power, T, 

irry cry; —_— —_ art worthy 

j raiſe mn 'G , and he Ao 
herring for rhe Maniteſtarion 'of 
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SERMON VIL 


The Inward Preacher : 


Or, the Office of Conſcience. . 


; Preached at Grace-Church Street; 
June 2k 1692, 


My Friends, 
MAN Y have been ſent amongyon, that 
; frow living Experience have declared 
their Teſtimony Ss the Trath;thar you mighe 
all be broughr ro. wait for rhe Teltimony of 
Truth in your ſelves : This is that which. will 
 Rtand you in ſtead ro know the Teftimony of 
Lryth in your own Hearts to be for you: there- 
fore you are ro wait, eſpecially at fuch rimes 
as theſe, to hear the Voice of Truth in your 
own Souls : For wharſoever rhe Preacher 
preacherh, if the Truth in thine own Heart 
dorh nor ſpeak Peace, it is not well with thee: 
Wharſoever Teſtimonies are born of the Truth - 
| ” 


be Twuward Preacher, Or, &c. 
it ſelf ;" ir is the Truth thar muſt bear Teſti. 
mony of thee: Thar unerring Word thar gives 
ro every one an infallible evidence of their 
Peace with God, or, againſt that which hin- 
ders them. 

FF. You know our labour hath been to per- 
ſwade all People, to hearken to rhe Truth in 
themſelves, and ro make ir their buſineſs and 
rravel and indeavour that they might 'have 
unity with the Trurh in their own Hearrts,thar 
their'Conſciences may not condemn them. 
| © For ſuchas you, in whom God hath raiſed 
his Witneſs, -and hath exalred the Truth for 
a Judge : You are nor 1gnorant 'nor covered 
over with darknefs, as many others are; you 
do nor remain in doubr, 'bur ou know 
' Truth, and have an Anſwer of Peace in well- _ 
doing ; and a Condemnation in evil doing ; 


not adminiſtred ro you only ly Preachers with- 


J out,bur by the evidence and demonſtrarion of 


the Spirit of God in your own Hearts. "This 

4 is thar ftandivg Miniſtry which God hath rai- 
- &, which can OG be pur down again, bur 

as each one may pur it down in themſelves. *' 
T grant that Men may put it down : You, 

hive read;and had it p windy witnefled ro you 

even Killing the Juſt poor Crucifyi che Lon 

of Glory, and of Spiritual Sodom, a 

. Theſe things you have read of, and you lh 

are rurned to he Light, mY ne EE 


of thoſe Sayin woful Ex 
whenever Chromite 4 art 6 Doe a due 
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ſabjeftian to the Grace af God, by which-we 
are convinced, then there hath been a piercing 
and Crucifying of the Son of God afreſh, and 4 
vexing and grieving the Holy Spirit,, by which 
you ſhould be Sealed to the day of Redemption. ; 
then there hath been Anguifh and Tribulation 
upon ou Souls, and -xf this be minded, it 
will plant a fear upon Hearts, and make 
you afrraid ro do the like again, bur where 
this Tribulation and Anguiſt is neglected and 
pur off, there a cuſtom of Sin rakes away the 
fenſe of Sin : As you know many have had 
more Judgment at ſome time upon them for a 
vain word, ora vain fhought, than afterward 


they have come to have for the moſt abami- -/ 


nable wicked Action : How came thisto paſs ? 
' Was fin ever the better ? Or hath it changed 


E 


its Narure ? No, but they are further off from. + 
the ſenſe of the Evilof it ; This is the word. 
of Truth, ro which you muſt ſtand or fall, : 
this is the Stone that whoſoever falls uponir, 
ſhall be broken and rendered, bur if they ftay - 


_ till the weight of Truth fall upon them, ir wi 
grind them to Powder, 

They thar will have a life of liberty, ler the 
Trath ſay what it will, I will have my liberty 


-and uſe my Tongue as I lift, I will be wanoa- If - 


and P and envious and malicious, tho: : 
I know theſe things ta be naught, and the , 
witneſs in my Canſcience' teſtifies rhar -rhele.. 
things are wicked, and contrary to the will ot 


God, yer I will have them ; whoſoever comes 
| ww. 


| to this Mind, the Stone 


hoo %QYy &:_8$: Ww ua Sq £4 4 " __ 
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them a ſtrict Prefefſion, they do greater dif- 


OY WS (0 


withour fin ; theſe profeſs what they do, | 
"_F * they do as ey ras : Bur when People _ 
olin 


VS v& - 
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is near falling u 

them, and they will be ground to Pow 5 
are like to Barren Earth which beareth Thorns 
and Briers, and is rejected, and # nigh unts 
Curſing, whoſe ond x to b: burned. | 

Therefore Friends, I intrear you to hearken 
ro the word of the Lord, ir is a holy Ward, 
and an old Word, many have profeſſed ir : 
There are many Preachers that will cry, hear- 
ken to the word of the Lord in ſuch a Chap- 
ter, and ſuch a Verſe ; my Teſtimony this 
day is, Hearken tothe word of the Lord, bus 
where ſhall we find it > Some will fay, I tell 
you ir is written with rhe finger of God in your 
own Conſciences, and is either for you, or a- 
gainſt you : Ler your Profeflion among Men 


w 


'be what ir will, this Miniſter of the 'Cove- 


nant hath no reſpect of Perſons, or regard to 
Profeſſion, he will not excuſe this or that Man, 
becauſe he makes a greater Profeflion of his 
Name than others, this rather is his Judgment, 
and his Condemnation ſhall be more ſwift and 
ſharp, upon him that makes a Profefſion of 
-Chriſt's Name: If Fudgment begin at the Houſe 
of Ged, what ſhalt the end of them be that obey 
not the Goſpel of God ? Thole that take upon 


honour to God, than thoſe that cry out there 
is no Reformation, there can be no ou 


come to profeſs els and RR | 
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and Profeſs a Power alſo by which Righte- 
ouſneſs is obtained, bur live nor ftrickly accord- 
ing to their Profeflion ; theſe are they That 
cauſe the Name of God to be Blaſphemed among 
' the Heathen, more than they that fay there can 

' be no living withour Sin. 

Now this Witneſs of God, hath no reſpect 
ro Profeffion, bur harh reſpect to the State and | 
Frame of the Mind of a Man or Woman, that ' 

ſerve God with, wherher ir .be with fin- 

cerity and uprightneſs of mind, and with 

breathing defies, that They may know the good 
and acceptable Will of God, and what is well- 

Pledfing mn hs ſight. And that they might per- | 

form thar which is, according ro his Heaven- 

> 1y will. Wheretthis ſinceriry 1s, where this-cry 

FErIInY [ he Lodd hath gn ho it; 2 

r where es Religion is-only ro bear up +* 

Fl Prefeſſion, and hold .- an wires Ar Fellow. | 

- ſhip and Communionone wirh another, when 
this ſinſerity is wanting, the Lord abhors their 
Worſhip, it is an abomination to God, and no | , | 
benefir or advantage to themſelyes : Iris nor 
for the Glory of God, that they make a Pro- 
feflion, but tor ſome d to themſelves, and 
1 they become abominable. 

This was the State of I/rge/ of old, and it is 
the State of a great many now,that think they _ 
do great marrers, if they conform ſo farto rhe 
"Truth, as that ourwardly they may not be 

charged with a Lie, bur that they are of ſuch 
A Society ; it is- well if ſome would come po 
7 oP F (2) 
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far as to maintain their Sociery with God's . 
People and their exrernal Profeſſion ; bur if 
they have nor regard ro the Truth in their own 
Conſciences, what is their Profeflion worth ? 
What will all thy Unity with them fignifie ? 
If there be a breach between God and thine 
own Soul, who can heal that breach? What 
will their Profefſion fignifie and amount to at 
laſt? Bur Go ye curſed into everlaſting Fire 
prepared for the, Devil and his Angels. And all 
the reaſon to be rendred for it is this, Depart 
from me, 17 are workers of Iniquity : He did 
not {ay in that ſentence, ye are Lyars, you ne- 
ver Prophecyed in my Name, and I never 
preached in your Streets; bur allowing what 
they ſaid ro be Truth, that they had made a 
Profeflion, and held Communion. with other 


|. Chriſtians, allowing theſe things, yer notwith- 


+ ſtanding it is, Go ye curſed, and the reaſon of 


, 


es. __—— 
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thar Sentence is, 7ou are workers of Iniquity. 
Let the dread of the God of Heaven reſt up- 
-on you. My Friends, it is another thing to make 


4 a Profeflion of the Lord God of Heaven and 


Earth, than moſt are aware of, _Let every one 


that names the name of Chriſt depart from In» | 


3quity. , Whar is Iniquity ? Ir is all things that 
a Man or Woman doth to gratifie their own, 
wills contrary to the will of God, that is Inigi- 
ty: Where had all Men Liberty ? Where had 
Adam and his Sons their Liberty to fulfil their 
own wills and to- contradict the will of God ? 


1 Yer nothing is —_— in Nations, Coun-, 


cries, 
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zries and Families, than for People to aſſume a 
Liberty to perform and fulfil their own Will, 
and ro bring abour their own Intereſt, Deſigns 
and Contrivances, though at the ſame time they 
are convinced thar ir is contrary to the Will of 
God. Where this Liberty is taken, there Ini- 
-quity 1s wrought ; that is Iniquiry which'is un- 
Jaft, that which is committed againſthim upon 
whom we have all our dependant every mo- 
ment for Life and Breath, for Food and Rai- 
ment, and eyery thing we enjoy z we have a 
dependance upon that God that made us, yet 
Vain Men and Women affame a Liberty of gra- 
Tifying their -own Wills, and ſerring up for the 
Fleſh, | 

You may remember that paſſage of rhe good 
Apoſtle when he ſaw ſome Libertine Profeſſors 


of Chriſtianity grow looſe and careleſs, it was' | 


thought they did acknowledge God 


well rap 
in their Meetings, and Worſhip, bur as ro the 


Afiirs of the World, they had forgotten that 
God was concerned in thoſe things ; rhe Apo- 
ſtle rakes notice of ſuch Libertine looſneſs, 
Go too now, you that ſay, to Day or to Morrow 
we will go mmto ſuch a City, and continue there 
a year, and buy and ſell and get gain, Whereas you 
tnow not what ſhall be on the Morrow, For what” 
5s your Life ? It is even a Vapour; that appear- 
eth for a litthe while, and then vaniſheth away : 
For that you ought to ſay, if the Lord will, we 
ſhall live and dathis or that. Yon ought tb live 
an ſubjeQion ro him that made you, you ought 

[ ro 


live withonr God in the World ; when they go 


__ own Eyes. 
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to have regard ro God's Honour in whatſoever 
you do, Whether you Eat cr Drink , or whatſo- 
ever you do, do all to the Glory of God. Is not 
this Scripture ? Is nor this found amongſt the 
Apoſtles Writings > Do not we hold the Name 
of Chriſtians which was given'to them ar An-' 
tioch 2 Yea; we are called Chriſtians, and theſe 
Writings of the Apoſtle are Holy Writings, and 
whart then is rhe matter that we take {o lirtle 
notice of them > Thar Men do not apply theſe 
wholeſom Exhortations to the Particalarities 
of their Converſation, bur rhar they go from 
Country ro Country , and from one place-to 
another , and do whar they pleaſe”, ' withoae 
having any regard to give their Subjetiof"ts 
the Great God: This Loboſneſs hath brought 
into the Minds of ſome ſuch a liberty, thar the) 


ſomerimes to Religious Meetings, and when 
they hear the Nameof God mentioned, it may 
be there comes a lirrle awe upon their Minds; 
and they have ſome regard tro that God thar 
gave them Breath and Being, for the preſent t 
Bar if tſete be nor Religion, if there be nor'a 
Tie, (Religion ſignifies a Tie, a being bound 
to-God,) if Men be nor: bound and tied* ro 
God , by that which'is made known to'them 
every 'one- will defire that which #s good in their 
Thetefore it is neceffary for you; any Friends, 
above all People, you that are come to'your 
meaſare of the miniſtration of the Spirit; r6 
G 2 know 


"$144 The inward Preacber, Or, 
"know and to mind what it doth ſpeak : Such 
a thing I did this Morning, and I am reproved 
-for ir: Such a thing I d:d well,and I am juſti- 
fied and warranted in the daing of it : Thus it 1s 
when a thing is well or ill done : Somerimes 
ſome Men act rwo or three Days together and | 
-never bring their Actions to the Rule, that is 
like a Man thar is building and never minds his 
Rule, ſo what he builds up, tumbles down a- 
gain upon his Head. You know thete is ſome- 
thing in you, that hath a Speaking Voice, an 
Infallible-Voice, and. gives r—__— on your 
AQtions, and paſſeth a Sentence either of Juſti- 
: fication or Condemnation upon you. It you 
«would live ſo as to anſwer God in what you do, 
you need not fear anſwering Men : I do not 
fear anſwering Men in all I door ſpeak. If I do 
» *butanſwer mine own Conſcience,l fear no Man, 
_tho' they be of another Perſwaſion and Judg- 
- - ment oppoſite ro me : If I keep Peace in mine 
own Conſcience, I ſhall anſwer the Principle of 
Truth in- my Adverſaries Conſciences , tho' 
they hare-me, and deſpiſe me, and ſeek occaſion 
againſt me, if my Actions --anſwer rhe Truth 
of God in my own Heart, they will anſwer 
the Truth in any Man's Heart : This makes 
a-Man as bold as a Lion. 
When the People of God obtain a Reputa- 
tion to be True and Juſt,and Holy and.Righte- 
onus, al Men will expect Holineſs and Righ- 
«reouſneſs at their Hands : Whar if I profeſs ro 
: be one of choſe People ? IEL have nor the.Truth 
| | in 


4 
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in my own Heare ? This Repurarion tho I pur 
it on a Cloak ro hide my Inincerity, the want 
of that Truth, rakes away .,my Courage. Ir 
is Truth in all Men in the World that hath 
a Power, and it is the Power of Holineſs and: 
Righteouſneſs that makes wicked Men afraid, 
and therefore the Apoſtle argues upon that 
Subject, the Magiſtrate is clothed with Pow- 
er. Whar Power hath he ? The Power of Jus 
ſtice, and the Power of the Sword. Whar 
Sword hath he ? A Sword of Juſtice, and he 
is 4 Terror to evil-dcers, but a Praiſe to them 
that do well. Tt is true, if I have done evil; 
if I meer with a Man that is bur my Equal; 
if in Buying and Selling and Commerce I have 
wronged him and deceived him, tho' he knows 
nor of ir, yet I am afraid of him, I am fear- 
ful thar he will diſcover me and find me our : 
Bur if I ſpeak the Truth, and do that which 
is honeſt in the ſight of all Men, I ſhall nor 
fear any Man ; there is no Natiqn under 
Heaven bur there is a Principle of 'Fruth to 
be found among them in the Hearrs of Men : 
If I.a&t according to the Principle of Truth: 
in mine own Hearr, there is the ſame Princi- 
ple of Truth in all Men. If I walk up tothe 
Principle of Truth in my ſelf, I ſhall like- 
wiſe walk up to the Principle of Truth in all+ 
Mens Hearrs ; if mine own Hearr doth nor 
condemn me, all the World cannor condemn me. 

If Profeſſors were reſolved ro anſwer rhe 
Principles of Truth in their own Hearrs, and 
G 3 g0.+ 
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” £0 through-ſtircch in their Profeſſion , they 
might live Couragiouſly : Truth will Crown 
them with Victory. Burt if they do not ive 
according to the Rule and Standard of Truth, 
they are like Salr that hath /o# 7ts Savecur, 
which is trodden under the Feet of Men. But 
where all are one in Truth, they are gathered 
into the Truth, and they will live according 
ro it, fo far as they are convinced of it: It. 


 - you will give them a World , they will nor 


give away an Hair's breadth of the Truth 
which they have profeſſed ; when Truth thus 
comes to have dominion, then Truth ſhall 
. over{pread the Earth, and the K7ngdoms of the 
World ſhall become the Kingdoms of the Lord 
and of his Chrift, and Righteouſneſs ſhall rule, 
and the Scepter of it be ſwayed oyer the Na- 
tions, and they, that rebel againſt ir ſhall be 
broken by ir, and they that are found init 
ſhall have Dominion , and they ſhall condemn 
Hypocrites and Diſſemblers : Now if you 
would grow up into this Dominion, you have 
an opportunity: for it, becauſe the Truth 1s re- 
vealed in your own Hearts. | 
'._ They who go abour to walk in the Truth, 
meerly from what they hear the Miniſters of 
Truth preach, laying up in their Minds a 
company of Doctrins, Notions and Tenets, 
they will ſtumble and fall, bur they that will 
hearken to the Truth in their own, Hearts, 
and regard the Voice. of it in all their Ways 
and undertakings ; theſe have a Miniſter at 
Home 
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-Home with them, they. have a Chaplain-in- © 
their own Houſe ; if there be any thing they 
know not, and if they know nor what to do, 
they ask this Miniſter of the Sanctuary ; ©- 
thers they will ask their Miniſters, bur your 
Miniſter is at home, with you : Where hath 
God appointed any Man to rule over your 
Conſciences 2 No, God hath appointed Chriſt 
only to guide and govern your Conſciences, to 
be the Author of Faith, and the Finiſher of it 
-.t00: You that are come to the Diſpenſation 
of rhe Spirit of Chriſt, keep to the Teſtimony 
in your own - Hearts ; then you have fellow- 
ſhip with one another in rhe Truth, and you 
have cauſe ro bleſs God for it, that God hath 
.ſo opened the Hearts of one towards another, 
that the ſuffering of ne is the ſuffering of all; 
and the conſolation. of one rhe comfort and re- 
joycing of all : Bur, alas! Whois in this Fel- 
lowſhip? 'Only thoſe that are in Fellowſhip 
with the Truth, in their own Heart, and realy 
ſo: If a Man ſhall break Fellowſhip with 
Truth in his own Heart, he will make no bones 
of breaking Fellowſhip with his Brethren : As 
ſoon as Men break Fellowſhip with Truth, they 
are unruly, heady, troubleſom, and make no 
matter of ſplirring and rearing and rending of 
Fellowſhip with others. How comes it to paſs 
that thou haſt done this > Thou didft nor thus 
while thou fearedſt finning againſt the witneſs 
of God in thine own Heart. Bur when'Men. 


have once.made. Light of the great Miniſter of 
G 4 the 
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the Goſpel in their own Hearts, it is an eaſe 
marter ro make lighr of all the reſt, if, as Chriſt 
faith, They have done ſo to the Green Tree, no 
wonder that they do ſo to the Dry Tree : If they 
deſpiſe me ((aicth Chriſt) do you think they will 
love you? 

Ir is moſt evident in a preat many at this 
day, they diſpute againſt Truth, they have ta- 
ken a Liberty to ſpeak contrary ro the Truth 
in their own Hear:s, an then they cry down 
the Miniſters of ir: Do you think any do ſo 
thar keep their firlt renderneſs > When they 
were convinced the Power of the Lord reſted 
npon them; when the Power of God firſt 
wrought upon you and brought you ro Yea 
and Nay, and to plain ſimple Languageand Ha- 
bit, this was with Joy and Delight for Chriſt's 
ſake. They that keep up this renderneſs and 
fimpliciry of Mind there is no ſcattering, nor 
rending, or tearing among them, they keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace, and 
they are kept rogether in one. 

Friends, you have an opportunity in your 
Hands, ſee that you make uſe of ir ; you may 
bear up and not be deceived by Men or De- 
vils, if you keep faithful ro the Principle of 
Truth in your own Hearts. Let what Re- 
proach and Perſecution ſoever come, here is a 
Standard, a Foundation and a Rule for you to 
be Governed by every hour of the Day, . ſearch 
your Hearts and try your Conſciences by it. 
As ye do this and keep to the Rule of the new 
Creature, 
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from a Carnal Birth to an Incorruprible Birth. 


thing will corrupt you, nor your ways and 


Report ro Truth : Bur if any that profe 


vil. rejoyceth ar ir. 

Thus we know the Life of Righteouſneſs-is 
brought forth rhrough the Spirit of Truth,. and 
out-ſhines all, and wilt reach Gods witneſs in 


rure, Peace be upon them, And upon the whole 
Iſrael of God: - There is a Miniſter that abides 
with you, . that goes home with you, it is his 
| Teſtimony that you muſt ſtand or fall by: If 
any one ſhould be a falſe Profeſſor and be cried 
up, if he be nor fincere he hath nor Peace, tho' 
he flutrer a while and make a ſhew, the Worm 


G 5 of - 
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Creature, of the Regeneration, being changed: 


IF you be born. of the Incorruptible Seed, the. © 
Devil cannor corrupt you, evil Paſſions can. - * 
not corrupt you ; it you keep upon that Founs - 

dation that is Incorruptible 1n ir ſelf, then no-- 


manners: TIf you will live according to the - 
ſimplicity of the Goſpel, you will ſerve God, . 
and be Examples to others in the Life of Ho- - 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs, and hereby God ſhall. - 
be glorified. This is that which will: ſhine - 
{ forth ro the whole Narion, and give a Joon | 

s the | 


| Truth be found falſe to their Profeflion and * 
be found unholy, and deceive and over-reach -- * 
their Neighbour, they loſe-by it,. and the Des - 


4 


| them thar are afar off, and bring them near; 
and happy and bleſſed are they that are found : 
in this Divine Work, conforming their-Lives - 
and Converſations according to the-new Crea- - 


"». + « 


” 


Io The inward Preacher, or, 


*C " Guilt gnaws him and torments him ; ſuch as 


% 


theſe have not Peace with God, nor fellowſhip 
with the Church ; Tho' they ſeem to. be alive yer 


they are dead, as it was with the Churches in Aſa, . 


they bad a Name t0 live, yer they were dead ; tho' they 
have an empty Name ſuch a one is a living Man or 
Woman, they are efteemed friends to the Church, 
but tho” they are commended and cried up, and have 
a Name to live, yet they are dead ; there is a few names 
in Sardis which bave not defiled their Garments, bcy 


walk with me in White, ſaith Chrift, for they are wor» 


thy 5 1 know thy Works that thou baſt a name, that thou 
liveſt and art dead; See what Chrift the bright 
Morning-ftar could do ; he could look into a Mect- 


ing, and ſee whether few or many. had only a name ' 


to live, or were really alive, if they were dead as 
to Sincerity and Truth, tho' they had been among 
the Church, they would help to break it down, 
but. not to build it up. 

You that have this divine Life ft} ſtirring in you, 
gnd feel the operation that firft quickned; you to 
God, prize, this Principle of the.divine Life above 

Il : What, is there can rob you of it ? Value not the 
Friendſhip of the World : Alas! what can, it amount 
to? Count it as Dung in compariſon of Chriſt Feſus, 
look upon all things with a ſound Eye : Peace with 
'God is of that concernment thaf you cannot be hap- 
Py here, or hereafter without it 3 the Friendſhip of 
the World I can be without, -and the- Cuſtoms and 
Faſhions of the World I can be without,-I can ſpare 
[theſe things 3 but the: Favour of God I cannot: be 
without, and growth in Grace and the knowledge of our 
\Lord and Saviour Feſus Cbrift, and a fincere Profeſii. 
on of the Goſpel, I cannot be without theſe things, 

My Friends, tho' you do not make a_Shew. and 
.Flutter in the World as ſqme others do, yet your 
'gloryis within, they that arc living Members of this 
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. in thy way, then thou ſhalt rejoyce with the Saints, . 


er Offfic of Conſcience. "IT 
divine Body, the glory and beauty, and brightneſs of 
ſuch appears in the ſight of God. lf you grow in graee- 
you will be a comforr to one another, and as the A» 
poſile ſpeaks, Tou are our Epiſtle written jn our bearss, 
known and read of all Men, The Lord preſerve & keep- 
you (imple, keep you in all Sincerity, in that Truth 
that hath wronght in your own hearts, that you-may: 
have acquaintance with your teacher, that he may. 
not he driven into corners, for you may do it and- 
ſtop his mouth and ſilence him too. If you let your: 
Perverſe will Rule, you may {lay the Juft, but there 
will come a Day of his Riſing, then down go you 2: 
Whatſoever-Men may get by it at preſent, when 
Truth riſeth, when the juft ong that wasſlain hath a+ 
Reſurre&ion in them, then moſt certain down they 
£05 While you haye-an opportunity. in your Hands- 
and an Intereft in the Covenant of Life, walk with 
God according the Counſel and Dittates of his holy 
Spirit, that you may be brought to an heavenly: 
Feliowſhip, .and to pertake of the good Things that- 
God hath prepared for his Children, 

My Friends, Pray prize your Seaſon?y, let no day 
ſip, for fear you may miſs a Day at laft z wait upan- 
the Lord, and lct his Fear and a-Holy Aw be always - 
upen your Hearts; Then Peace will be upon you,. 
and there will be acceptance of all that you do, 
Mark the perfeft Man and behold the upright, for the end- 
of thas Man is Peace; when he can refte& upon his paſt 
Life and ſay, I-have walked before the Lord with a- 
perfe& heart and done that which is good and-well-- _ 
pleaſing in his fight, and have not turned aſide tay > 
right hand or to the left, but the ftandard of Eeurh'®” 
hath been the Guide of all my Spiritual! and Ta al. 
ARions. If Truth had been thy Guide here, then Fas - 
ſhall be thy Portion hereafter : If Truth guide the 


and feceive an Inheritance with the People of Gods 
and enjoy that glory and felicity which Ggd bath 


- 
0 


2 Hit Prayer after Sermon. 


Si erkefting, Glorious, Eternal God of Life, whoſe kingdom 
ruleth over all ; thy kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, a 
Glorious and Bleſſed Day hath dawned, wherein thou art mak- 
ing thy ſe)f known to the Sons and Daughters of Men, and thou 
haſt opened an Eye in a Remnant, which the God of this World 
had blinded, to {ce the Glory of it. For though we have lived 
without God in the World, yet thou art near to us, and thou 
haſt called us to Repentance, and ioſpired our Souls with a de- 
+ fire to thee, and to the Remembrance of thy name, Praile and 
Ever)aſting Thankſgivings belong unto thee, who art the Au- 
thoe of our Salva:10n, who haſt reached out thy Hand and laid 
hold upon us, and ſought us out when we ſought thee not, and 
haſt made known thy power and love for our Redemption and 
Salvation; and thou wilt make it krown more and more to 
every upright and ſincere mind. O Powerful Faih-r of Lite, 
how hath thy Power and Gooineſs beca Rey aled on our be» 
half? for thine own Nate ſake, theu haſt {to04 by us in all our 
Tryals and Exerciſes, and we have found thee a God nigh ar 
Hand, and thou h.{t brought a Remnant to d:ſire nothing ſo 
much as the Injoyment of thy Preſence; thou haft brought 
tlem to be ſenlible, that withou'! thee they can do not : 
therefore in all our Aſſemblies and Meetings we deſire to 
Acquaint:d with thy Power, to hear thy Word which ſpeaks 
Lite toour Souls by which we may live : And-Deat and Pow» 
erful Father, the Continuation of my goodneſs among us doth 
greatly engage the Hearts of thy Children to offer up Praifes 
and Thaokſgivings to thee, Thou baſt inclined the Minds and 
Hearts of thy People to wait up 07 Thee, and haſt opened their 
mnderſtandings to receive thy Heavenly Truth, and thoſe rich 
and Heavenly treafures which thou offereſt rhem, and haft pro- 
vided a Cup of Salvation to refreſh the Poor and needy Soul. 
O Liivg God of Life, reach forth thy Hand, to ſupport and 
ſave thole that are Breathing after thee, that are of 
their want of thy proteuess and are frequenting the Aſſemblies 
| of thy People, with hope and deſire that th y may enjoy a Bleſ- 
b.. fing f om thee. Living Go4 of Life, Touch their Hearts with 
Fr. Finger of thy Power, and let them know that thou art ready 


x —_—= £& 
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- TE "open the Treaſures of chy Love,and Life unto them, th 
©» the For: Jeſus Chriſt, that theis Sonls may be Comforted, and 
atheymay offer up Sacrifices o: Thankſgiving. And ler all chy 
 Emidren every where render tothy Holy Name, through Je- 
© 405 Chriſt, bl-fling and Honour and Praile ; wh art Go. over 
all, Bleſled for ever avd ever, 4men. . 
SERMON 
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SERMON VII 


Saving Faith, the Gift of 
God alone. 


Preached at Grace-Churck- Street 
March, 8. 1687. 


My Friends, 


Y O U that are made partakers of thar pre- _ 
cions Faith which hath brought you 
ro an expectation of that Redemption and de-- 
liverance that comes alone by Chriſt Jeſus, 
your Minds ſhould be continually exerciſed in 
that Faith which God hath given you, for it 
is a great Gift, a bleſſed Gift that he hath gi- : 
ven to us to believe, This never came of our 
felves, never was there a true Believer in Chriſt 
Jeſus, bur he received his Fairh' of God, it was; 
the Gift of God, ir was given to him to belies 
Other, ſorts of Believers there are in the orld, v5 
that can communicate their Faith one tamane- 
ther, bur they are true Believers thar have their © 
Faith communicated to them by the hy 
us L 
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Teſus Chriſt, it is Given to them that Believe, 
and becauſe ir ſo excellent and ſo heavenly 
a Gift and hath ſuch large Priviledges belong- 
ing to it, it is neceſſary that every one that re- 
ceiveth ir, ſhould have a continual exerciſe in 
it, you may know what it is, and whart ir doth 
for you, and ſo come to be experienced Chri- 
ſtians : Now all that are partakers of it, they 
do Believe, and in whom they. have Believed, 
_ and for what they have Believed, even for the 
ſaving of rheir Souls. 

The true Faith rhat isthe Gift of God, it is 
not at all ſhort of a compleat ſaving of their 
Souls; they that truly Believe, their Faich ſtands 
in one that they know is able to ſave-to the 
utrermoſt ; and ſo a true Believer hath a great 
Comfort in his Faith above all other Believers 
in . the . World; for , he knows that jhis; Faith 
reacherh to.ja .compleat Redemprign,, unto a 
complear . Sandtificarign, unzo. a _complear fit- 
ing of bhimfor the Kingdam-of God. 
TT is no ſuch Faith that. ever was 
made by Men, there is no: ſuch Faith that all 
the Wile and. Leamed Men-upon the Face of 


menr 
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ment that belorgs to the others, or that accrues 
ro their Souls, that have -the Faith of God's 
Eleft. 

And herein hath been the Priviledge of the 
People of God in all Ages, as well as in qur 
Age ; their Faith hath had a farther exrenr, ir- 
hath reached farther in order to the good of 
their Souls, rhan the Faith of all others hath 
done ; what Comfort can a ſerious Chriſtian 
rake in a Faith that falls ſhort of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Redemption 2 Would ir not make a 
Man or a Woman's Heart ake to, think I am 
a Believer, bur yer-I have no Faith that reach- 
eth ro Sandtfication and Holy Living, and Re- 
demprion from Sin ; all my Faith leayes:me a 
Sinner all my Days ; ra my dying Hqur there is 
no maſtery to be had, no, getting victory over 
Sin, it will preyail over me. as long as I live. 

This is not that, Precipus Fqzith that God's 
Elect haye been made partakers of, that works 
effectually in their Souls ; this is. not xhat Faith 
that can miniſter. real.comforr ro rhe poor Sau 
thar is laden with Iniquiry, and,weary of Sin.z * 
the Faith that falls ſhorr of Sandificarion. and _ 
Redemprion from Sin, is ſuch a. Faith as God 


never gave his People, it cameſame,other w 
into the World, Kar be GOT WAY 
of the Sons and Daughters of Men, and they 

have expelled the true Faith, (as yauch as in + 
them lyes) that ſaving Faith that Pur 


be 
c!eanſes.Men fram.Sin. and, gives- .V 


ictg 
over the.World , and have. got angcher F 
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in the room of it, and they live in their Sins and 
in their Luſts and Concupiſcence, and under the 
Bondage of their Corruprions, and ſtill remain 
in Captivity. 
_* Bur God was pleaſed to hear. and. anſwer 
the Cry of the Souls of a Remnant, (for which 
many of us have.cauſero magnifie the Name of 
our God) when we had travell'd from Moun- 
tain to Hills, to ſeek wheretrue Comforr might 
- be found, where one ſhould ſay to us that we 
ſhould overcome : We know there 'is no cat- 
ing of the Tree of Life until we do overcome, 
nor entring into God's Kingdom til! we be 
cleanſed. Some laid an Impoſlibility in our Way, 
which made many a one to mourn : Whar, muſt 
wenever be cleanſed > Muſt this crooked Heart 
and perverſe Will always remain ? Mutt I be 
a Sinner and a Believer ? A Sinner, and call my 
Felf a Child of God > How can theſe things 

9 og ? Theſe have made many to faint 
in their Mind, and to ſay as David did in his 

Diftreſs, One Day I ſhall periſh by the hand if 
Saul : One Day this Corruption will be my 

Ruin ; for all my Prayers and Hearing, and a- 
ther Duties and Performances, this Sin will be 
my urter ruin at laſt. 

After many have mourned and been aflict- 
ed by reaſon of the Burden that was upon 
them, it hath pleaſed the Lord to vifit a Rem- 
nant, and to open their Hearts to make known 
the precious Faith, the Faith of God's EleR, the 
Faith that was once deliver'd to the Saints : Ts 


Savine- Faith, the Gift of God alone. 157 
this the Faith that is worthy of an earneſt con- 
rending for, and Preaching for, and Suffering 
for > Who was ever ſo Mzd as to ſuffer for 
ſuch a Faith as will leave a Man under the 
power of Satan and his own Luſfts > No won- 
der that ſuch have a Faith that is not worth 
contending and ſnffering for. Who will ex- 
poſe themſelves for ſuch a Faith that will ne- 
ver do them a kindneſs ? Now, that Faith 
which belongs ro a Purified Soul, to one rhat 
is Santified, thar Faith delivered to the Saints 
it is called a Shie!d ; when once a Chriſtian 
comes to make uſe of this Faith as. a Shield, 
he will find- the Power of it: A Shield is 
that which is worn by Perſons that are among 
Enemies, it is for the defence and ſafeguard of 
one that is beſet with Enemies, and ſois a good 
Chriſtian. 

There is a ſort of blind Chriſtians, Friends 
ro the World, their Chriſtianity is worldly, and 
their Faith worldly, bur all rrue Chriſtians are 
in rhe midſt of their Enemies inward and out- 
ward, and if they had nor the Shield of Faith 
ro defend them, thy wonld” certainly be 
wounded every day, they would be flain and 
loſe their Lives; The Faith that is called a - 
Shield, it is that by which a Chriſtian is ro be 
defended and ſaved from harm deſigned a- 
pu him every Hour, For the Devil goes 4- 

out like a roaring Lyon, continually ſeeking whom 
he may Devour. The Apoſtle ſpeaks more par- 
ticularly ro Believers, The Devil your Adverſary, 
he” 
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.he is an Adverlary in himſelf, but more eſpe- 
cially your Adverſary that are Believers, thar 
-have believed ro the ſaving of your Souls : 
You thar believe that. Chriſt is ſent of God, 
endued with Power ſufficient enough to break 
his Head, and Power ſufficient ro redeem you 
out Of his Service and Bondage, the Devil will 
be. your Adverſary; Ler him be ſo if I have 
bur my Shield : "This is that which if a Man 
uſe he will Quench all the fiery Darts of the 
Devil. 

If a Man come once to have received the 
Faith, the true Faith, Faith in the Power of 
God, this: Faith will remain victorious over 
(Temptation ; bur if thou doſt nor: keep thy 
Faith in a continual Exerciſe, thou doſt not de- 
ſerve the-name of a rrue.Believer ; if a Man 
receive the true Faith and grow careleſs in his 
Ehriftian Exerciſe, will not this Adverſary the 
Devil be about his' Ears? will not he ſend 
forth his fiery Darts at him, his Temptations 
and Snares-and Gins to entangle him tho' he 
be. a Believer, if: he doth not keep in the con- 
tinual exerciſe of his Faith > Burt a true Chri- 
ſtian that feels the Power of rhe Grace of God. 
and 1s in the continual exerciſe of true Faith, 
he is like a Watchman or Centinel, that hath 
his Armour on and his Shield ready, he knows 
he-is on the Borders of his Enemies Quarters, 
and he keeps himſelf in perpetual Warchful- 
neſs, in.daily Expectation of the Devil's fiery 
Darts, he keeps his Shield in readineſs ; I ſee 
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a Tempration lyes in ſuch a thing, but I fee 
the Lord's Power is able to keep me our of it. 
T ſec there is Profit or Pleaſure in the Snare ; 
it is a Hook that is-baited, bur I ſee the Hook 
through the Bair, bleſſed be God, and the con- 
fidence that I have in his Power, that he is able 
to keep me from that thing, for all the Bairs of 
Profit, Pleaſure, or the Friendſhip of rhe World. 

A Believer keeps in the exerciſe of his Faith, 
and conſiders thar his Salvation is nearer than 
when he fir#t believed ; the People that believe 
are not preſently ſaved, the Work of Salvation 
is to be wrought after they believe; for with- 
out Faith, it is impoſſible zo pleaſe God, never- 
theleſs the Foundation of God. ſtandeth ſure, it is 
founded upon the Power of God ;- when a Man 
believerh,- the Work is began ;-tho' ſome fool- 
iſh Profeſſors tell . us , - that the Work is done 


when the Act is only in the Mind ; they will 


rell you- what Day. of the Month, and ſuch a 
Day of the Year their Converſion was wrought ; 
* bur they know not what they ſay. A Man 
may know poſlibly when-it- was brought a- 
bour. A Man may know about the-time-when 
God communicated Faith to him ; but he muſt 
know after he is a Believer, then begins the 
Work of Salvation, the Believer is to be ſaved 
from this or the other Enemy, he is not-pre- 
ſently ſaved from all, there muſt be a Wartare, 
a fighting the good fight of Faith ,' before. theſe 
Enemies of his Salyation are overcome ; the _. 
Devil will not give oyer becauſe.I am a Be- _ 
liever, - 


_ 
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liever , and*becauſe Chriſt promiſed to-break 
his Head ; The Seed of the Woman ſhall break 
the Serpents Head, T amr now but purting on 
my Armour ; the Battle is not foughr ; I have 
nor yet gone through the Peril of the Fighr; 1 
am now buckling- on my Armour ; when the 
Fight comes, if I have not my Shield and mp 
Armour ready, I may be ſlain for all this ;* ſoms- 
have made Shipwrack of Faith, rtliey have nor 
held ir, nor kept the Faith, bur given it away : 
Bur faith! the Apoſtle, I have fought the good 
Fight, T have” kept the Faith, T have gotten the 
Victory: 

So People, after they are Believers; they 
muſt wait ro- have their Faith - Rtrengrhned* by 
renewed Manifeſtations of the ſame Power in 
which it firſt ſtood : They muſt wair upon the 
Eotd, and he will renew the ſtrength'of their 


- , Faith, Zeal and Courage ; -and as Temprartions: 
-— are renewed, they have new-Courage, and new 
Strength, and new Ability, and all by this 


Divine, Spirirual and Chriſtian Exerciſe ; rhey 
every Day come to ſee the Work they believed 
for, that which their Faith tended to, ſee the 
Work in ſome meaſure wrought, they ſee ſome 
Enemy of their Souls brought down and lain, 
and they ſee their Souls come np to a little more 
dominion than they had before , rhey ſee the 


Devil's Power is weakned more than before, 


and that he hath not ſo much power as he hath 
had over them. Theſe things are ſome encou- 
ragement to raiſe up in-a true Chriſtian = 

es 
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Praiſes to God ; ſeeing, by believing, he hath 
found thus much encouragement by the work- 
ing of the Word, why ſhould he not wait on 
the Lord for the accompliſhment of this Work, 
that he may believe ro rhe ſaving of his Soul, 
that he may come to receive the end of his Ho 

and Faith, the Salyation of his Soul ? Now, by 
fhus keeping their-Faith in exerciſe, they know 
thar their Salvation is nearer now than when they 
fir# believed. Ir is nor ſo with every one, for 
many thar have believed their Salvation is 
farcheſt off, becauſe of their negligence, pro- 
fefling one thing with their Mourths,and doing 
another thing in their-Practice, there are ſome 
things which they believe and profeſs, and ”= 
do the contrary ; this pury their Salyarion fur- 
ther off, and draws them ſecretly into defponid- 
ing, and into a loſing of their Courage and Zeal 
for God ; the cuſtom of inning harh ar Jaſt ra» 
ken away the ſenſe of finning. Iris ſo with a 
Man when he firſt rranſgrefſeth the Rule , be 
is ſomewhar tender and doth it with ſome re- 
gret, bur after he is come to a cuſtom of doing 
it he is pretty well at eaſe, andfo by degrees 
he goes on towards the ſtare of being paſt feel- 
ing.Ar laſt ſuch ſinners come to dying,they were 
dead once before and were quickned through the 
operation of the Spirit of Chriſt Feſus ; they were 
quickned, and if they ſhall die again, if you die 
a ſecond time, pray remember ir is a ſecond, 
time, you that are careleſsand ready rodie, re-4 
memberit is the ſecond Death thar you are go-- 
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ing to, and conſider that if you die the ſecond 


Death, you ſhall have no part of the firt Reſur- 


reftion, better ſuch had never been born ar all, 
than after they have lived in hope, to loſe ir 
again. This is that which was upon my Hearr 
ro commend unto you, that you may partake 
of this precious Faith, that hath a rendency to 
the ſaving of the Soul , and fitting you for the 
Kingdom-of God. Hath God given you to be- 
| lieve? And will you not believe that you ſhall 


live without Sin ? If you come to obtain this 


precious Faith, you will believe that you ſhall 
come to live without ſinning-againft God, and 
have the light of his Countenance ſhining upon 
you. He that truly believerh his Faith reach- 
eth to this, and he will ſay to himſelf, I am ſa- 
ved a little from the liberty of my Tongue, and 
from-many Sins of an evil practice, God hath 
redeemed+me from ny Vanity, Pride and Paſſi- 
on,” and other things that were troubleſom, rhe 
Lord hath redeemed me from them ; I ſee the 


Work'is goingon,and I am nearer to the King- _ 


don of God than when I firſt believed”: I have 
en Victory over many of my” Spiritual 
mies; and'I hope the Lord will carry me 
on'and keep me by his Power through Faith 
unto Salvation; - hirherts the Lord hath: helped: 
me; I have not fought in vain, I- have not been 


beating the Air, but God hath/given me victory: 


over the Temple inwardly 'arid outwardly, ſo 
that he could nor-prevail, whil ft I'kepr #he 
Shield of Faith over my Head, but whim I oo 

| | en 
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” Saving-Faith, thee 


{#. will carry on his own Work,and his own Work* 


| God over all, bleſſed for evermore, Amen. 
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been careleſs and nor exerciſed my Faith as a 
Shield, I have been weak as other Men. 

You are not called to weakneſs and feebleneſs, 
bur ro rhe power of God, that you may be exer- 
ciſed in it, and by ir be kept from theevil of rhe 
World ; there is a poffibiliry of being kepr if you 
be faithful ro him that hath called you, thar is 
Chriſt Feſus, the Captain of our Salvation, and if ' 
you follow him ſtep by ſtep and donorrun head= * 
long all at once ; when you ſee a greardeal of fin 
and corruption before you, and ſeek ro maſter _ 
it in your own ſtrength, you will loſe the victory; 
the ſame Word that ſhewerh us our fin, ſhewerh 
us our own inability ro overcome it,and that we 
can do nothing without divine afliſtanceztho' we 
lye long ſtrugling under the weight and burthen 
of ſin, we cannot of our ſelves ger vidtory over 
ir,we cannot bring Judgment into-Victory,God ? 
muſt have the glory of it. If you keep to Jeſus,- 
he will carry on the Work ; you did -believein. 
him, for he did work this Faith in-you, and het 


ſhall praiſe him. All others that ralk of Faith,and. 
make an empty profeffion; they difhonour God; 
they talk of perfection and living withour fin, bur” 
never experience -it,, and ſo bring diſhonoup-to 
God ; if you wait to ſee this Work carried onjif: * 
you believe and'exerciſe your Faith for the oyer=" 
coming.of your Sins and perfeRing of Holineſi un. * 
the Fear of God, you will hereby bring Gloryp'to+- 
God, who alone is.worthy of all Praiſe, who ig 


His 


is Prayer after Sermon. 


Olt bl:f-d4, holy and unchang:hle Loyd God, thou haſt 
viſiied us by toy dear Sn and our Saviour Feſws Chriſt , 
to gather us to be a Feop'e unto thee, who once were nzt 4 
People, and once not gathered Everlaſting Father, thy Mer * 
is great, and thy Goodneſs is great, and to be greatly priz d 
by us all, thou hadlt Compaſ.5n on us to help us when we could 
not help our ſe)ves, and thou haſt laid help upon one that 1s 
mighty and able to (ove to the uttermolt all that come unto 
thee by him. Bleſſed God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
give thee thanks for thy abundant Mercy and Goodneſs cx- 
revel 0 Lord God eternal, extend thy Mercy more and 
more: ord viſit the Chi!dren of Men in all Natizns with 
the knowledge of thy Truth. Bleſſed Father of Life, wc pray 
and cry to thee, that thy Work may go on, and that it may 
proſper and encreaſe, and let the Day of thy Viftation be ex- 
tended, and reach forth thy Almighty Arm, that the Children 
of M-n,may be gathered unto thee. Bleſſed Father of Life, 
thou haſt ſhewn Mercy to our Souls, and we have ſeen the Go- 
ings of God in his Sanfuary ; thou halt, by an eut-ſtrerched 
Arm, gathered us to be a People to thy ſelf: thou haſt appear- 
ed tor thy People in all Ages, and thou haſt ſaved them out of 
Oppreſion, and ſtilled the Fury of the . Enemy and Avenge? : 
Thou haſt cut Rahab and wounded the Dragon, and made way 
for thy People 3ſrae!, that they paſſed througtr the Red-Sra 
as on dry Land. Lord, do ſo for thy People ſpiritually in 
our Day, and makes Way for them and open the Door that thy 
Goſpe! may ſpread and run and be glorified, and have a 
free courſe among ns, and rhat thy Worſhip may be ſet up 
and pure Incenſe be offered up to. thee, 0 Lord, this 1s 
the Cry of thy Servants, and the Voice of their Supplica- 
ions to thee, that thy Spirit may be poured out a ntly 
and operate upon them , that th; Word may be profitable 
and welcome to their Souls. Bleſſed Father of Mercy, thou 
baſt bleſſed thy Children and People with Spiritual Blegings 
in Chrift Zeſus. Thou haſt given us thy Pleaſure this Day, 
and bleſſed be thy Name, thou halt refreſhed our Souls at this 
Seaſon, let our Praiſes aſcend as a ſweet ſmelling Sevour and 
acceptable Service to thee, and for all thy Mercies and renew- 
ed Favours arid Bleffngs to us, and to all thy People both here 
and every-where. -Let Thankſgiving and Living Praiſes be.ren- 
* to thee, for thou alone art worthy of all Bleffing and 
cU 
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; Who art God over all, bleſſeJ for ever. Amen, 
F I N I S$, 
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